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Local Government Act Qld 2009 

 
Section 4(2) of the Local Government Act Qld 2009 state that the local government principles are: 
 

a) Transparent and effective processes, and decision-making in the public interest 
b) Sustainable development and management of assets and infrastructure, and delivery of effective 

services 
c) Democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement 
d) Good governance of, and by, local government 
e) Ethical and legal behavior of councilors and local government employees 

 

 

Local Government Regulation 2012 
 
Section 254(J) Closed meetings: 
 

(1) A local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the local government be closed to the 
public. 

(2) A committee of a local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the committee be closed 
to the public.  

(3) However, a local government or a committee of a local government may make a resolution about a 
local government meeting under subsection (1) or (2) only if its Councillors or members consider it 
necessary to close the meeting to discuss one or more of the following matters –  

a) The appointment, dismissal or discipline of a chief executive officer 
b) Industrial matters affecting employees 
c) The local government’s budget 
d) Rating concessions 
e) Legal advice obtained by the Council or legal proceedings involving the local government 

including, for example, legal proceedings that may be taken by or against the local 
government 

f) Matters that may directly affect the health and safety of an individual or group of individuals 
g) Negotiations relating to a commercial matter involving the local government for which a public 

discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local government 
h) Negotiations relating to the taking of land by the local government under the Acquisition of 

Land Act 1967 
i) A matter the local government is required to keep confidential under a law of, or formal 

arrangement with, the Commonwealth or a State 
j) An investigation report given to the local government under chapter 5A, part 3, division 5 of 

the Act.  
 

(4) However, a local government of a committee of a local government must not resolve that a part of a 
local government meeting at which a decision mentioned in section 150ER(2), 150ES(3) or 150EU(2) 
of the Act will be considered, discussed, voted on or made to be closed.  
 

(5) A resolution that a local government meeting be closed must –  
 

a) State the matter mentioned in subsection (3) that is to be discussed; and 
b) Include an overview of what is to be discussed while the meeting is closed. meeting be closed 

must state the nature of the matters to be considered while the  
c) meeting is closed. 

 
(6) A local government or a committee of a local government must not make a resolution (other than a 

procedural resolution) in a local government meeting, or a part of a local government meeting, that is 
closed.   
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OPEN SESSION AGENDA 

  
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND SIGNING OF THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY   

3. PRAYER 

4. APOLOGIES, CONDOLENCES AND CONGRATULATIONS 

5. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

6. CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ARISING FROM GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

7. CONSIDERATION OF DCS OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

8. CONSIDERATION OF DES OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

9. CONSIDERATION OF CEO OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

10. CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

11. CONSIDERATION OF OPEN ADDENDUM REPORTS 

12. CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL BUSINESS 

13. CONCLUSION  
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ETHERIDGE SHIRE COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GEORGETOWN 
ON WEDNESDAY, 14th AUGUST 2024 

COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 
 

 ATTENDANCE  Mayor Barry Hughes 

 Cr. Ian Carroll  
 Cr. Laurell Royes 

Cr. Seven Ryan  
 Cr. Ian Tincknell 
  
 

 OFFICERS PRESENT  Mr. Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer 

 Mr. Raju Ranjit, Director of Engineering Services 
 Mrs. Renee Bester, Director of Corporate Services  
 Miss. Gemma Bethel, Administration Officer  
 

OPEN GALLERY   

 

ATTENDANCE   

 
Nardeen Hayden joined the gallery at 9:05am 
 
The Mayor declared the meeting open at 9:06am and welcomed all in attendance.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 

 
“We would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of this land and pay our respects to the Elders past, 
present and future for they hold the history, cultural practice, and traditions, of their people.” 

PRAYER 

 
“We ask that today you give us wisdom to make good decisions to benefit our communities.  Help us see 
what will benefit our shire and give us hearts to serve others.  Amen”. 

DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

 
Cr Royes 

- Prescribed interest in agenda item #11 - Quotation for Gravel Supply for Etheridge Shire Council for 
DRFA Works for Zone 3 & 2.  

Cr Tincknell 
- Prescribed interest in agenda item #14 – RADF Funding Agreement.  

APOLOGIES, CONDOLENCES AND CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Condolences: 
Council wishes to extend their condolences to the family of Robert Burton.  
 
Congratulations: 
Council wishes to congratulate Will & Faith Parry of Mistletoe on the birth of their daughter, Elaine.  
Council wishes to congratulate Cameron Barns & Mel Sacueza on their marriage.  
Council wishes to congratulate Renee Bester on her recent appointment as Director of Corporate Services.  
 
Apologies: 
Nil 



UNCONFIRMED MINUTES – GENERAL MEETING 14TH AUGUST 2024 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 

 

1. General Meeting Minutes – Wednesday 17th July 2024 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
That the Minutes of the General Council Meeting held at Georgetown on Wednesday 17th July 2024 be 
confirmed.  

 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.01 

5/0 

2. Special Budget Meeting Minutes – Wednesday 24th July 2024 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
That the Minutes of the General Council Meeting held at Georgetown on Wednesday 24th July 2024 be 
confirmed.  

 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.02 

5/0 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM GENERAL MINUTES 

 
Nil 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

Director of Corporate Services  

1. Director of Corporate Services Briefing Report 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
That Council acknowledges and receives the Director of Corporate Services’ Briefing Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.03 

5/0 

2. Financial Performance as at 31st July 2024 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
In accordance with section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, a monthly finance report is 
required to be presented to Council stating the progress made in relation to the budget for the period of the 
financial year as near as practicable to the end of the month before the meeting held. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council receives the financial statements for the period ended 31st July 2024 pursuant, and in 
accordance with, the Local Government Regulation 2012 (s204). 
 
MOVED: Cr. Tincknell SECONDED: Cr. Hughes  

           CARRIED 
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  RESOLUTION #24.08.04 
5/0 

3. Advertising Expenditure Policy  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is for council to adopt the updated draft Advertising Expenditure Policy as outlined 
within section 197 of the Local Government Regulations 2012. This policy review was due February 2021 is 
part of Council’s current Policy Review project to ensure Council is satisfying its legislative requirements. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the updated Advertising Expenditure Policy (S007). 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.05 

5/0 

4. Review of Relocation Policy  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council are currently undertaking a Policy Review to ensure of their governance compliance. As part of this 
review, Council have developed and/or reviewed policies and suggested appropriate changes. 
A review of the Councillor Policy: ESC – HR033 Relocation Policy 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council note the completion of the review of the ESC – HR033 Relocation Policy, and re-adopt the 
reviewed version. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.06 

5/0 

5. Review of Drug & Alcohol Policy   

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council is currently undertaking a Policy Review to ensure of their governance compliance. As part of this 
review, Council have developed and/or reviewed policies and suggested appropriate changes. A review of 
the ESC – A012 Drug & Alcohol Policy is attached. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to defer the matter of the Drug and Alcohol Policy (A012) to a future meeting/workshop. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Carroll SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.07 

5/0 

ADJOURNMENT  

Council adjourned the meeting for Morning Tea at 10:07am   
 

RESUMPTION   

Council resumed the meeting at 10:28am 
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6. Dealing with a Complaint About the Chief Executive Officer  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is for council to adopt the updated draft ESC – S014 – Dealing with a Complaint 
about a Chief Executive Officer Policy as outlined within section 48A of the Crime and Corruption Act 2001. 
This policy review was completed as part of Council’s current Policy Review project to ensure Council is 
satisfying its legislative requirements. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council: 
- Adopt the updated and renamed ‘Dealing with a complaint about a Chief Executive Officer’ Policy 
(S014). 
 
MOVED: Cr. Carroll SECONDED: Cr. Royes  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.08 

5/0 

ATTENDANCE  

 
Raju Ranjit entered the meeting at 10:30am 

7. Media Communications Policy and Social Media Policy  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is for council to adopt the updated draft Media Communications Policy and draft 
Social Media Policy. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the updated ‘Media Communications Policy’ (C008) 
2. Adopt the ‘Social Media’ Policy (C028).  
 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.09 

5/0 

8. Queensland Feral Pig Initiative – Round 8   

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Funding of $1 million is currently available through Round 8(b) of the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative 
(QFPI). The round of funding is available for a range of eligible applicants (including local governments) for 
projects including innovation and diversification of feral pig control tools and techniques. The funding covers 
projects of up to three years. Expression of Interest applications are due by 5pm on 13th September 2024. 
 
RESOLUTION 
The Council resolve to: 
- Seek the Biosecurity Advisory Committees support regarding an application under the QFPI Round 8b 
- Approve in principle an application submission to the QFPI Round 8b 
 
MOVED: Cr. Hughes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.10 

5/0 
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CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

Director of Engineering Services 

9. Director of Engineering Services Briefing Report 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
That Council acknowledges and receives the Director of Engineering Services’ Briefing Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.11 

5/0 

ATTENDANCE  

Gemma Bethel left the meeting at 10:56am and returned at 10:59am 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

Chief Executive Officer  

10. LGAQ Annual Conference 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council has received correspondence from the Local Government Association of Queensland that the 2024 
LGAQ Annual Conference is scheduled for 21st – 23rd October 2024 in Brisbane. The 2024 Annual 
Conference will include the Annual General meeting where our sector’s future policy priorities will be 
debated. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to send the following representative to attend the 2024 LGAQ Annual Conference in 
Brisbane from the 21st – 23rd October 2024: 
- Mayor Barry Hughes 
- Deputy Mayor Laurell Royes 
- Cr Ian Carroll 
- Cr Seven Ryan 
- CEO Ken Timms PSM (or equivalent) 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.12 

5/0 

CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Cr Royes left the meeting at 11:30am due to a prescribed interest.  
Nardeen Hayden left the meeting at 11:30am.  
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council go into closed session at 11:31am to discuss (g) negotiations relating to a commercial matter 
involving the local government for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the 
local government under section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 2012 which states that: 

(1) A local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the local government be closed 
to the public. 
(2) A committee of a local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the committee be 
closed to the public. 
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(3) However, a local government or a committee of a local government may make a resolution 
about a local government meeting under subsection (1) or (2) only if its Councillors or members 
consider it necessary to close the meeting to discuss the sale of land.   

 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.13 

4/0 
RESOLUTION 
 
Council resolve to come out of closed session at 11:48am 
 
MOVED: Cr. Carroll SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.14 

4/0 

11. Quotation for Gravel Supply for Etheridge Shire Council for DRFA Works for 

Zone 3 and Zone 2 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report relates to the consideration of quotations received for the supply of gravel for Etheridge Shire 
Council for DRFA works in Zone 3 & Zone 2. 

 
RESOLUTION 
That Council accept the tender of Bolwarra Enterprises Crushing & Screening to supply and delivery of 100,000 
tonnes for Zone 3 and 8000 tonnes for Zone 2 to the value of $ 5,957,035 (Ex. GST).  
 
MOVED: Cr. Hughes SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.15 

3/1 
Vote - Cr Ryan requested that her vote be recorded against the above motion.  

CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Cr Royes returned to the meeting at 11:51am 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council go into closed session at 11:52am to discuss (g) negotiations relating to a commercial matter 
involving the local government for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the 
local government under section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 2012 which states that: 

(1) A local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the local government be closed 
to the public. 
(2) A committee of a local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the committee be 
closed to the public. 
(3) However, a local government or a committee of a local government may make a resolution 
about a local government meeting under subsection (1) or (2) only if its Councillors or members 
consider it necessary to close the meeting to discuss the sale of land.   

 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.16 

5/0 
RESOLUTION 
 
Council resolve to come out of closed session at 12:34pm 
 
MOVED: Cr. Carroll SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
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   RESOLUTION #24.08.17 
5/0 

12. Mt Surprise and Einasleigh Town Maintenance  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report relates to the consideration of options to carry out maintenance works in Mount Surprise and 
Einasleigh. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to tender out the Town Maintenance Contracts for Mt Surprise and/or Einasleigh providing 
the tender document includes but is not limited to, a works program and comprehensive reporting tool. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.18 

5/0 

ADJOURNMENT  

Council adjourned the meeting for Lunch at 12:42pm   
 

RESUMPTION  

Council resumed the meeting at 1:21pm 
 

ATTENDANCE  

Rebekah Haase entered the gallery at 1:21pm 
Nardeen Hayden entered the gallery at 1:21pm 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION ADDENDUM  

Director of Corporate Services 

ATTENDANCE  

Cr Tincknell left the meeting at 1:22pm due to a prescribed interest.  

13. RADF Funding Agreement  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council sanctioned a RADF Committee to assist in the distribution of funds for community led activities and 
assist in its ability to fulfil Council’s Corporate Plan initiatives and other statutory requirements. The RADF 
Advisory Committee provides recommendations to Council and is chaired by Cr. Ian Tincknell. Council 
recently received the recommendations from RADF, however in further consultation with Arts Queensland 
regarding the use of funds from the 2021-2024 funding agreement more consideration from Council is 
required. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council suspend standing orders at 2:01pm to receive deputation from RADF members, Rebekah 
Haase and Nardeen Hayden.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.19 

4/0 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resume standing orders at 2:10pm. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.20 

4/0 
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RESOLUTION   
Upon advice from the RADF Committee the remaining funds from the 2023-24 financial year will be allocated 
to a Council led initiative, Katie Whitehead Jones artist workshop throughout the Shire. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.21 

4/0 

ATTENDANCE  

Cr Tincknell returned to the meeting at 2:15pm. 
Rebekah Haase left the gallery at 2:15pm. 
Nardeen Hayden left the gallery at 2:15pm 

CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

 
RESOLUTION 
That Council go into closed session at 2:16pm to discuss (g) negotiations relating to a commercial matter 
involving the local government for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the 
local government under section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 2012 which states that: 

(1) A local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the local government be closed 
to the public. 
(2) A committee of a local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the committee be 
closed to the public. 
(3) However, a local government or a committee of a local government may make a resolution 
about a local government meeting under subsection (1) or (2) only if its Councillors or members 
consider it necessary to close the meeting to discuss the sale of land.   

 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.22 

5/0 
RESOLUTION 
 
Council resolve to come out of closed session at 2:54pm 
 
MOVED: Cr. Tincknell SECONDED: Cr. Carroll  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.23 

5/0 

14. November 2023 DFRA Delivery  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report relates to the consideration of unit rates provided by contractors for Nov 2023 DFRA delivery. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolves to accept the quoted unit rates provided by Shepherd Services for the delivery of the Nov 
2023 severe flash flooding and Tropical Cyclone Kirrily event under Local Buy Project Management Services 
LB279.  
Further that prior to commencement of the delivery of this project that Council requests Shepherd Services outline 
how it intends to fulfil its obligations under this contract.  
 
 
MOVED: Cr. Tincknell SECONDED: Cr. Hughes  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.24 

4/1 
Vote - Cr Ryan requested that her vote be recorded against the above motion.  
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15. Biosecurity Advisory Committee Terms of Reference  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Upon completion of the 2024 Local Government Elections, Cr. Seven Ryan was appointed as Chair of the 
Biosecurity Advisory Committee at the Statutory Post Election meeting held 28th March 2024. The Chair, 
along with current committee member have advised of changes required to the Terms of Reference for the 
Biosecurity Advisory Committee. Council have reviewed the Terms of Reference and made the appropriate 
changes. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to: 
Defer the review of the Biosecurity Advisory Committees terms of reference to the September meeting.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Royes  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.25 

5/0 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION ADDENDUM  

Director of Engineering 

16. Sealing Work on Cobbold Gorge Road  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
This report relates to the request regarding the sealing of 800m from the boundary grid towards the office building 
and 7km from the boundary Grid to the intersection of Cobbold Gorge Road and Agate Creek Road (Ch. 37.80 km 
to Ch 44.80Km) 
 
RESOLUTION 
Upon further information supplied by Simon Terry (Cobbold Gorge), Council advise it may consider a signed 
private works application to carry out the reconstruction and sealing work on 800m section between Cobbold 
Gorge Village office building & the boundary grid.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.26 

5/0 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION ADDENDUM  

Chief Executive Officer  

17. Chief Executive Officer Briefing Report 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
That Council acknowledges and receives Chief Executive Officer’s Briefing Report.  
 
MOVED: Cr. Carroll SECONDED: Cr. Ryan  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.27 

5/0 
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18. 2025-29 Corporate Plan  

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is for the consideration of Mead Perry to complete the 2025-29 Etheridge Shire 
Council Corporate Plan.  

 
RESOLUTION 
That Council engage Mead Perry to undertake the development of Council’s 2025-29 Corporate Plan.  

 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Hughes  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.28 

5/0 

19. Organisational Structure  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is for Council to adopt the updated Organisational Structure in accordance with 
section 196 of the Local Government Act 2009. This update is for the performance of the local governments 
responsibilities in accordance with the adopted 2024-2025 budget. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to: 
- Adopt the Organisational Structure as presented in accordance with section 196 of the Local Government 
Act. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Tincknell SECONDED: Cr. Hughes  

           CARRIED 
  RESOLUTION #24.08.29 

5/0 

20. Term Lease 0/222075 Described as Lot 8 on SP189943  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council has received correspondence from the Department of Resources on 8th July 2024 regarding Term 
Lease 0/222075 described as Lot 8 on Survey Plan 189943 (Reserve for Township Purposes). This term 
lease is due for renewal on 3rd July 2025 and the Department of Resources are requesting Councils 
(appointed trustees of the reserve) views on the matter as part of the renewal process by no later than 19th 

August 2024. This land was leased for the operation of a commercial business within Georgetown, and that 
ownership has now ceased. 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to: 
- Advise the Department of Resources that Council’s preference is to not renew this trustee lease at the 
expiry of the Term Lease to allow for continuation of tenure and further advise of Council’s reasons for 
objection by no later than 19th August 2024 
 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Hughes  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.30 

4/1 

21. Use of Council Controlled Areas  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Council have assessed the requirement to have an appropriate procedure that aligns with Council’s Local 
Laws and relevant statutory requirements. Council have consulted other Local Government bodies and 
sought legal advice in preparing an application process to satisfy the requirements. The application 



UNCONFIRMED MINUTES – GENERAL MEETING 14TH AUGUST 2024 

(including an applicable fee) will include required documentation to be provided to enable Council to consider 
the application. 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to: 
- Amend its 2024-2025 Schedule of Fees & Charges to include an Application Fee of $250.00 for 
Commercial Activities on Council Land. 
- Adopt the proposed Application Form for Commercial Use of Council Controlled Areas. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Royes SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

           CARRIED 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.31 

5/0 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 

Cr Ryan  Update on Ewamian ILUA progress 
Cr Ryan  Update on Gravel Pits 
Cr Ryan  Motion for audible recordings of future Council Meetings. 
Cr Ryan  New Road surface undermined / blowouts - Forsayth-Einasleigh Road 
Cr Ryan  Grid at Property Boundary - Sirron - Forsayth-Einasleigh Road 
Cr Ryan  Removal of existing and upgrade of station signs throughout the shire 
Cr Ryan  Removal of Green Station Sign from Strathmore Road. 
Cr Ryan  Status update of Councillors unanimous directive to CEO to refer compensation request from 

David & Dot Terry to Council's insurers 
Cr Royes  Community Assistance Policy Failure - repeated failure to provide granted in kind assistance as 

per the policy, significantly with no notice or reason days before events commence and despite 
council sanctioned budget allocations each year. 

Cr Royes Station Signage - Local Emergency Volunteers and Residents request the re-erection of 
Historic Station Name Signage 

Cr Royes Equine Precinct - Councils' "position" clearly communicated 
Cr Royes Township Fencing - Strategic Discussion regarding current fence location/maintenance to 

achieve community expectation in township areas (Safety for people and property) 
Cr Royes Waste/Recycling Strategy - Annual Whitegoods/Furniture/Industrial Township Curb-side 

Collection (Get Ready Funding) 
Cr Royes Road Drainage - Strategic discussion to ensure road drainage is considered/carried out within 

the flood damage process on every road. 
Cr Royes Gravel Supply - strategic discussion regarding the use of crushing plants to optimise gravel 

quality/quantity 
 
RESOLUTION 
That Council resolve to: 

- Record all future Council meetings audibly. 
 
MOVED: Cr. Ryan SECONDED: Cr. Tincknell  

                   LOST 
   RESOLUTION #24.08.32 

2/3 
Vote – Cr Royes wishes to record her vote against the above motion.  

CONCLUSION 

 
There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 7.15pm. These minutes will be 
confirmed by Council at the General Meeting held on Wednesday 18th September 2024.  
 
 
Cr. Barry Hughes 
MAYOR  
 
 



Business Arising
# Resolution Officer Action Taken Progress

14th August 2024 - General Meeting 

24.08.05
That Council: Adopt the updated Advertising Expenditure Policy (S007). DCS

Policy has been filed, register updated and displayed on Councils 

webpage. 
Complete

24.08.06
That Council note the completion of the review of the ESC – HR033 Relocation Policy, and re-adopt the reviewed version.DCS

Policy has been filed, register updated and displayed on Councils 

webpage. 
Complete

24.08.07
That Council resolve to defer the matter of the Drug and Alcohol Policy (A012) to a future meeting/workshop. DCS

The matter will be revisted upon the WHS officer returning from 

leave in September
In progress

24.08.08

That Council Adopt the updated and renamed ‘Dealing with a complaint about a Chief Executive Officer’ Policy

(S014). DCS
Policy has been filed, register updated and displayed on Councils 

webpage. 
Complete

24.08.09

That Council 1. Adopt the updated draft ‘Media Communications Policy’ (C008)

2. Adopt the ‘Social Media’ Policy (C028). DCS
Policy has been filed, register updated and displayed on Councils 

webpage. 
Complete

24.08.10

The Council resolve to: 

Seek the Biosecurity Advisory Committees support regarding an application under the QFPI Round 8b

Approve in principle an application submission to the QFPI Round 8b

DCS
Awaiting confirmation from Cr Ryan of the next Biosecurity 

Meeting. 
In progress

24.08.12

That Council resolve to send the following representative to attend the 2024 LGAQ Annual Conference in Brisbane from 

the 21st – 23rd October 2024:

- Mayor Barry Hughes

- Deputy Mayor Laurell Royes

- CEO Ken Timms PSM (or equivalent)

- Cr Ian Carroll

- Cr Seven Ryan

CEO
EA Liasing with attendees in regards to registration and travel 

requirements
In progress

24.08.15
That Council accept the tender of Bolwarra Enterprises Crushing & Screening to supply and delivery of 100,000 tonnes 

for Zone 3 and 8000 tonnes for Zone 2 to the value of $ 5,957,035 (Ex. GST). 
DES PO has been raised. Complete

24.08.18 That Council resolve to tender out the Town Maintenance Contracts for Mt Surprise and/or Einasleigh providing the 

tender document includes but is not limited to, a works program and comprehensive reporting tool.
DES

Tender documents including work specifications are currently 

being drafted.
In progress

24.08.21
Upon advice from the RADF Committee the remaining funds from the 2023-24 financial year will be allocated to a 

Council led initiative, Katie Whitehead Jones artist workshop throughout the Shire.
DCS Budget review submitted and final program scheduled. Complete

24.08.24

That Council resolves to accept the quoted unit rates provided by Shepherd Services for the delivery of the Nov 2023 

severe flash flooding and Tropical Cyclone Kirrily event under Local Buy Project Management Services LB279. 

Further that prior to commencement of the delivery of this project that Council requests Shepherd Services outline how it 

intends to fulfil its obligations under this contract. 

DES
PO has been raised. Currently liaising with Shepherds to consult 

the community on this service and work specifications. 
In progress

24.08.25 That Council resolve to:

Defer the review of the Biosecurity Advisory Committees terms of reference to the September meeting. 

DCS

Biosecurity Advisory Committee Meeting resheduled to 27th 

September 2024. Terms of Reference will be submitted to October 

General Meeting. Amendments will inlude changes to chair and 

membership. 

Complete

24.08.26
Upon further information supplied by Simon Terry (Cobbold Gorge), Council advise it may consider a signed private 

works application to carry out the reconstruction and sealing work on 800m section between Cobbold Gorge Village 

office building & the boundary grid. 

DES DES to provide Simon with Council's decision to liaise further. In progress

24.08.28 That Council engage Mead Perry to undertake the development of Council’s 2025-29 Corporate Plan. CEO PO raised for the services as requested Complete

24.08.29 That Council resolve to:

- Adopt the Organisational Structure as presented in accordance with section 196 of the Local Government Act.
CEO Adopted and implemented Complete

24.08.30

That Council resolve to:

- Advise the Department of Resources that Council’s preference is to not renew this trustee lease at the expiry of the 

Term Lease to allow for continuation of tenure and further advise of Council’s reasons for objection by no later than 19th 

August 2024
DCS DOR advised of Councils preference on 19th August 2024. Complete



24.08.31

That Council resolve to:

- Amend its 2024-2025 Schedule of Fees & Charges to include an Application Fee of $250.00 for Commercial Activities 

on Council Land.

- Adopt the proposed Application Form for Commercial Use of Council Controlled Areas.
DCS

Schedule of Fees & Charges amended and form adopted. This 

service has been promoted to the community to ensure awareness 

of the availability for Commercial Use of Council Controlled Areas. 
Complete

Outstanding Business
17th July 2024 - General Meeting

24.07.05

That Council:

 -receive the unconfirmed minutes of the RADF Advisory Committee Meeting held 10th July 2024, and further;

 -Adopt the recommendations included within the RADF Advisory Committee meeting minutes

DCS

Enacted with the exception of implications regarding 2021-2024 

Funding Agreement. Currently consulting with Chair. Outstanding 

Items were presented to August meeting

Complete

24.07.07

That 

 1.Council informs the applicant that Council offers no objection to the proposal to delete the Amberlee Road 

permanently. 

 2.Council authorise Engineering department to take the Amberlee Road off the ESC Road register

DES I have requested to Shepherd Service for an action Complete

24.07.08

That 

 1.Council inform the applicant that Council offers no objection to the proposal to close a segment of the Carnes Road 

from chainage 24.40 km to the intersection of the Paddy’s road permanently. 

 2.Council authorise the Engineering Department to take the segment of the Carnes Road from chainage 24+40 km to 

the Intersection of the Paddy’s road.

DES I have requested to Shepherd Service for an action Complete

24.07.11 That Council accept the tender of DIC Pty Ltd to the value of $ 849,327 (Ex. GST) for tender ESC2024-017. DES Informed  to DIC Pty. Ltd Complete

24.07.12

That Council:

 1.Adopt the Standing Orders and Meeting Procedures Policy (C057), replacing all and any historical policies or 

procedures with the same or similar title or intent.

DCS Displayed on webpage Complete

24.07.13

That Council:

 -receive the unconfirmed minutes of the Biosecurity Advisory Committee meeting held 10th July 2024

 -update the Terms of Reference to remove Cr Royes and add Cr Ryan as Chair of the Biosecurity Advisory Committee 

as per committee positions assigned at the Statutory Post Election Meeting held 28th March 2024. 

DCS
Terms of Reference amended and being presented to the August 

Council Meeting. 
Complete

24.07.15
That Council engage the services of LoGo Appointments for the recruitment of the role of a Chief Executive Officer. 

CEO PO raised and recruitment process has begun. Complete

24.07.16

That Council: -

 1.Provide Grant & Sponsorship assistance in accordance with Council’s ESC-C047 Grants to Community Organisations 

Policy & ESC-C049 Sponsorship to Community Organisations Policy to the approved organisations subject to the 

following conditions: 

 •Council’s grant/sponsorship funding must be used for the approved project, that is the project the subject of the 

application.

 •Council’s contribution is capped at the amount provided.  Any cost over runs will be the responsibility of the applicant.

 •Council’s grant/sponsorship will be paid upon completion of the approved project.

 •The applicant must complete the approved project within 12 months from the award of the grant/sponsorship.

 •The applicant must provide a grant/sponsorship acquittal on the approved form.

 •Surplus grant/sponsorship funds from the approved project shall be reimbursed to Council calculated on a proportional 

DCS

Community organisations have been notified of the outcome 

pertaining to thei r application. DCS, CDEO & other relevant 

officers to liase with Community Organisations in regards to their 

events. 

Complete

24th April 2024 - Genereal Meeting

24.04.10
That Council resolves that prior to accepting the strategic plan to upgrade the existing floodway as presented, that the 

matter be deferred to a future workshop.
DES

The strategy plan to upgrade the existing floodway will be 

presented  after road register workshop which is scheduled for the 

October Breifing session

Complete

24.04.12
That Council resolve to defer the above matter (review and re-adoption of the ESC - C031 – Gates and Grids Policy) to 

a future meeting of Council. 
DES

The  Policy will be presented after the road register workshop 

scheduled for the October Breifing session. 
Complete

21st February 2024

24.02.16
That Council receive the report on the Georgetown Student Hostel and instruct the CEO to present a report to 

strategically addressed issues to the next Council Meeting. 
DCS

Process is currently being reviewed in alignment with the present 

contract held with the Hostel contractors.
In progress

15th November 2023
23.11.22 That Council resolve to consider water connection to the Georgetown Cemetery. DES Will be considered for 24/25 budget Complete

23.11.25
That Council resolve to urgently seek costings for the erection of perimeter fence and remedial work at the Lynd Medical 

Centre. 
CEO Quotes are being sought and land tenure being secured In progress

16th August 2023



23.08.12

That Council receive Ms Taylor’s Mt Surprise Land Use Survey Report, and adopt the following recommendations made 

therein, specifically: -

 1.The recommendations for Category 1, Category 2, Category 3, Category 4, Category 5, Category 6 and Category 7, 

outlined in the report, where appropriate; and

 2.Council make enquiries with the State government in relation to Lot 11 SP252513, area 3.58 hectares, Reserve for 

Township and Trucking with Council as Trustee, to determine if the Occupation Lease (352OL454)  can be cancelled 

and the lot transferred to Council as freehold land, to facilitate future development opportunities afforded by the Industrial 

Precinct designation of the lot, which was supported by the State, when preparing the 2020 Planning Scheme for the 

Shire.

DCS
Referred to consulting Town Planner for action. Matter has been 

refferred back to Council for further consideration. 
In progress



 

DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES – BRIEFING REPORT 

GENERAL MEETING: September  2024 

 
Mayor and Councillors 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown, QLD 4871 
 
Councillors, 

 I present my report for the period of:  August  2024 

 

Update 

Internal Audit  - Pacifica have completed their draft report for Tender Evaluation & Contract Management 

Review, with Council to provide management responses by EOM before receiving the final report.  

 

External Audit – Draft Financial Statements have been prepared and will be presented to the Audit Committee 

Meeting scheduled for Friday, 13th September. The final External Audit visit is scheduled for the 30th 

September – 4th October. Final Financial Statements are estimated to be back lack October. 

 

Audit Committee – Council have drafted an Annual Audit Committee Workplan (attached) to compliment the 

strategies and objectives outlined in the Charter and Policy. This will include regular quarterly (or equivalent) 

meetings.  

 

Access to Easement-Road Openings - Ewamian People 

Council have sought quotes for the survey of the access road; however, we are waiting on further advice from 

the Department of Transport and Main Roads in relation to conditions (if any) which may be imposed in respect 

of the intersection of the roads with the Gulf Developmental Road. Council sought an update on this matter 

from TMR on 9th September 2024 and current no change to progress.  

 

Council Facility Keyless Entry System 

Council’s IT Manager Jason Karsten is lead on this project. Jason has been communicating regularly with 

SpacetoCo to ensure the transition to operational is as smooth and efficient as possible. Spacetoco have 

finished setting up the software and development environment and are still working on the implementation 

stage including testing. Assuming this goes smoothly, we will proceed to providing credentials to our server. 

 

Independent Living Facility - Housing Infrastructure Grant 

Documents were fully executed between Council and the Department of Housing on Friday, 30th August. 

Council will issue a tax invoice once we can supply a final building certificate. Preston Law will begin drafting 

tenancy guidelines, agreements and policies in the week beginning 9th September.  

 

Casey’s Rest Upgrade Project 

QPS have advised that the Far North District Office has approved the initiative to reach out to organisations 

that support QPS to gauge their willingness to contribute towards the Casey’s Rest project. QPS is not a 

government department that can provide financial contribution to such projects as they are only budgeted for 

business operations. 



 

Bill Stanley has already begun contacting QPS members who are raising money through charitable events 

(Cops and Robbers Charity Gold Day), or groups including Police Legacy and Qld Police Union, and the 

interest to support is encouraging.  

 

Student Hostel 

Hostel contract to be re-negotiated in September/October. Additionally, Shaun successfully applied for a 

capital grant through Department of Education and works have been planned to carry out the roof and 

drainage upgrade. 

 

Commercial Lease Negotiations – Savannah House 

Council has engaged Preston Law to assist with negotiations and preparations of a renewed lease over 

Savannah House by Gulf Savannah NRM. Draft lease terms have been included within the meeting report for 

the General Meeting to be held 18th September.  

 

Sustainable Destinations Project 

Council is awaiting the findings or our initial audit with the intention of receiving Silver Certification. There were 

5 Major Non-Conformances identified during audit which were to be rectified by 28th August 2024 and have 

been addressed by Council on 1st August 2024. 

 

Council still has 4 Minor Non-Conformances to address and will be verified at the next audit in 2025. Minor 

Non-Conformances have no effect on obtaining Silver Certification.  

 

Purchase of Lot 4 on CD35 (Lynd Medical Centre) 

Council have addressed their obligations within the Offer from DOR, however, are awaiting finalisation from 

Rabobank, Powerlink, Ergon and the previous leasee. The original settlement date was 2nd July 2024. Council 

have sought an extension through to 2nd October 2024 to finalise paperwork with the third parties.  

 

Governance Review 

Council engaged the Governance Advisory Service offered through a partnership between LGMA and the 

Department to assist LGA’s through auditory means to ensure they are meeting their legislative requirements 

while operating within best practice guidelines. Council has undergone two site visits in 2024 with Policy 

Review progress well underway.  

 

Arts & Cultural Strategic Plan  

Council have engaged Lesley Buckley to assist in the development of the Shires’ Strategic Plan. Community 

consultation has concluded which was undertaken by way of a survey. Lesley has since provided Council with 

a copy of the summarised survey results. Future actions include Corporate Plan survey results, draft strategic 

plan, community consultation and council endorsement. This project is scheduled for endorsement in early 

2025. More information is included within the CDEO Matters of Interest Report.  

 

Events 

DATE ORGANISATION TOPIC 

15/08/2024 ESC EMT Meeting 

19/08/2024 ESC Audit & Financial Meeting 

21/08/2024 ESC CEO Councillor Workshop 

27-30/08/2024 LGMA Annual Conference 

2/09/2024 ESC RADF Advisory Committee 

5-6/09/2024 ARLF Changemaker Workshop 



9-11/09/2024  Annual Leave 

12/09/2024 ESC Monthly Community Connect & Briefing Session 

13/09/2024 ESC Audit Committee Meeting 

 

Regards 

Renee Bester 

Director of Corporate Services 
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General Meeting 18th September 2024 

Subject Policy Register Review - Repealing Redundant policies 

Classification Open 

Author Renee Bester, Director Corporate Services  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The purpose of this report is for council to consider repealing redundant policies following a review of Council’s 

Corporate Policy Register. 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council: 

1. Note the ongoing comprehensive review and cleansing project of Council’s Policy Register;  

2. Repeal the following policies: 

a. Grants to Community Organisations Policy S009 

b. Community Town Infrastructure Policy C043 

c. Economic Development Grant Policy C036 

d. Enterprise Risk Management Policy C002 

e. Debt Recovery Policy S011 

f. Asset Policy (No policy number) 

g. Einasleigh Common Agistment Policy - Etheridge Shire Council 

h. Einasleigh Town Common Agistment & Land Management Policy C013 

i. Acknowledgements of Traditional Owners (Welcome to Country) Policy C003 

j. Road Classification for Grid width Purposes Policy C016 

k. Bus Travel Assistance Community Groups Policy C020 

l. Use of Student Hostel Outside of School Terms Times Policy C022 

m. Insurance Requirements- Use of Public Facilities owned by Council Policy C023 

n. Councillors Attendance Canberra Deputations Policy C024 

o. Taking of Legal Action Policy C025 

p. Year 7 Learning Facility Payments C032 

q. Flexible Financial Hardship and Support Policy and Application C040 

r. Inform Newsletter. Content and related charges C105  

s. ESC – C011 Fees Policy (Child Care Centre) 

t. ESC – C012 Priority of Access Policy (Childcare Services) 

u. ESC – C038 Biting Policy 

v. ESC – C026 Sustainable Environment Policy 

 

 
BACKGROUND  
Council has engaged the LGMA Qld Governance Advisory Service to assist with a Governance review, specifically 

focusing on governance compliance relating to policies, implementation of policies and other related governance 

protocols.  This review includes ensuring compliance with legislative requirements, as well as best practice and 

contemporary governance. 

There are many initiatives being progressed following this review, which includes the development of a Corporate Policy 

Framework.  This Framework will facilitate a proactive approach to ensuring Council’s policy are reviewed adequately 

and developed as per best practice.  This will include the development of a new, more robust, Policy Register.   

A key initial step was to undertake comprehensive review the current Policy Register.  As a result of this review, 
the purpose of this report is for council to consider repealing policies that have been identified as redundant.  
This could be for many reasons.  For example, a new policy has been adopted, however the previous one 
wasn’t formally repealed. 
 



Attached is a summary of each of these policies that are recommended for repealing to provide the rationale. 
 
The policies listed include: 

a. Grants to Community Organisations Policy S009 

b. Community Town Infrastructure Policy C043 

c. Economic Development Grant Policy C036 

d. Enterprise Risk Management Policy C002 

e. Debt Recovery Policy S011 

f. Asset Policy (No policy number) 

g. Einasleigh Common Agistment Policy - Etheridge Shire Council 

h. Einasleigh Town Common Agistment & Land Management Policy C013 

i. Acknowledgements of Traditional Owners (Welcome to Country) Policy C003 

j. Road Classification for Grid width Purposes Policy C016 

k. Bus Travel Assistance Community Groups Policy C020 

l. Use of Student Hostel Outside of School Terms Times Policy C022 

m. Insurance Requirements- Use of Public Facilities owned by Council Policy C023 

n. Councillors Attendance Canberra Deputations Policy C024 

o. Taking of Legal Action Policy C025 

p. Year 7 Learning Facility Payments C032 

q. Flexible Financial Hardship and Support Policy and Application C040 

r. Inform Newsletter. Content and related charges C105 

s. ESC – C011 Fees Policy (Child Care Centre) 

t. ESC – C012 Priority of Access Policy (Childcare Services) 

u. ESC – C038 Biting Policy 

v. ESC – C026 Sustainable Environment Policy 

 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
Corporate Aim No. 5: Best practice corporate governance and organisational excellence 
Corporate Outcome No. 5.1: Council provides community leadership through financial sustainability and an open and 
accountable governance structure 
Corporate Outcome No. 5.3: Council operations support quality service provision and good governance 
 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
Not applicable.  
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
Not applicable. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Reflects governance best practice and promotes a robust Corporate Policy Register 

 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 

No consultation required ☒ NA NA 

Inform ☐ 

Consult ☐ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: Low 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 



C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

 

 

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Renee Bester Ken Timms PSM 

Date: 04/09/2024   Date: 04/09/2024 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Include attachments such as:  

- Summary of Policies for repealing 

 

 

 

 



DOCUMENT TITLE OVERVIEW OF POLICY

ORIGINAL 

POLICY NUMBER 

(AS ADOPTED)

NEW POLICY 

NUMBER IN 

CURRENT POLICY 

REGISTER 

(REF ONLY)

COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION No. 

&  DATE

LAST 

ADOPTED
RATIONALE FOR REPEALING

ESC - S009 - Grants to Community Organisations Policy The purpose of this policy was to provide any grants or donations to 

community organisations. 

NA ESC - S009 2019/GM2530 23.01.2019 Policy was superseded with Grant policies adopted in Feburary 

2022, however not repealed at this time

ESC - C043 Community Town Infrastructure Policy The purpose of this policy was to assist not for profit community 

organisations to pursue the purchase, improvement, renovation and 

development of infrastructure. 

NA ESC - C043 2017/GM2049 14.10.2015 Policy was superseded with Grant policies adopted in Feburary 

2022, however not repleaed at this time

ESC - C036 Economic Development Grant Policy The purpose of this policy is to support the delivery of projects to 

strengthen and diversify the regions industry base and maximise 

economic impact.

NA ESC - C036 2015/GM1442 19.08.2015 Policy was superseded with Grant policies adopted in Feburary 

2022, however not repleaed at this time

ESC - C002 Enterprise Risk Management Policy The purpose of this policy is to support a structured and focused approach 

to managing risk to complement the straegies adopted by Council. 

NA ESC - C002 2015/GM1331 16.01.2014 Policy is redundant with the adoption of the Risk Management 

Poilcy and ERM Framework  (S015) February 2019

ESC - S011 Debt Recovery Policy The purpose of this policy was to collect debts owed in Council's rates and 

debtors systems. 

NA ESC - S011 2020/GM2905 01.07.2020 last updated 2020.  duplicate policy.  C051 (review)

Asset Policy The purpose of this policy was to determine asset capitalisation, the asset 

register and internal control objectives.

103 G206/75 Policy is redundant with the adoption of the Asset Management 

Policy (S013) in February 2019

Einasleigh Common Agistment Policy - Etheridge Shire Council The purpose of this policy is to give clear directions around the way in 

which the Einasleigh Common will be managed and used from an 

agistment perspective. 

˗ ˗ GMCCS6 01.07.2019 Policy was superseded with adoption of the Town Common 

Policy in July 2022, however was not repealed at this time

ESC -C013 Einalseigh Town Common Agistment & Land Management 

Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to give clear directions around the way in 

which the Einasleigh Common will be managed and used from an 

agistment perspective. 

ESC - C013 GMCCS6 20.06.2018 Policy was superseded with adoption of the Town Common 

Policy in July 2022, however was not repealed at this time

ESC - C003 Acknowledgements of Traditional Owners (Welcome to 

Country) Policy 

The purpose of this policy was to give Council direction with respect to 

protocols for the acknowledgement of the Ewamian People. 

 ESC - C003 2011/GM322 15.06.2011 Policy considered redundant due to contemporary practices

ESC - C016 Road Classification for Grid width Purposes Policy The acceptable grid and floodway withs as per road classification. 13 ESC - C016 201/G353  - Policy was superseded with adoption of the Gates & Grids 

Policy C031, however was not repealed at this time

ESC - C020 Bus Travel Assistance Community Groups Policy The purpose of the policy was to provide a subsidy to reduce the cost of 

bus usage for community groups within the Etheridge Shire for attendance 

at functions within the Shire. 

63 ESC - C020 204/G181-21 

September 2004

21.09.2004 Policy considered redundant.  This subsidy is no longer 

provided to any community groups

ESC - C022 Use of Student Hostel Outside of School Terms Times Policy The purpose of this policy is to govern the use of the hostel outside of 

school term times.

76 ESC - C022 202/G181 NA Policy considered redundant.  This providsion is no longer 

provided. 

ESC - C023 Insurance Requirements- Use of Public Facilities owned by 

Council Policy

The purpose of this policy was to confirm that it would not require 

community organisations or individuals to take out public liability 

insurance for the use of its assets. 

81 ESC - C023 202/G311 NA Policy considered redundant.  The policy provides no specific 

guidance.  

ESC - C024 Councillors Attendance Canberra Deputations Policy The policy outlined the requirement to send two Councillors to Canberra 

deputations. 

88 ESC - C024 203/G251 NA Policy considered redundant and not required.

ESC - C025 Taking of Legal Action Policy The policy outlined Councils practices oftaking legal action. 94 ESC - C025 203/G430  - Policy considered redundant due to contemporary practices

ESC - C032 Year 7 Learning Facility Payments The purpose of this policy is to rovide families with information on how to 

pay for the service supplied by ESC at the Year 7 Learning Facility. 

NA ESC - C032 2014/GM1181 19.11.2014 Policy considered redundant.  This subsidy is no longer 

provided.

ESC - C040 Flexible Financial Hardship and Support Policy and 

Application 

The purpose of this fund (Community Drought Fund) is to provide flexible 

financial hardship support to community members experiencing hardship 

in the drought declared local government catchment area. 

NA ESC - C040 2016/GM1632 16.02.2016 Policy is redundant and financial package is no longer 

provied/available.

ESC - C105 - Inform Newsletter. Content and related charges The purpose of this policy was to outline the purpose, content and charges 

to be included in the inform newsletter. 

105 ESC - C105 206/G91  - Policy considered redundant and not required.

ESC – C011 Fees Policy (Child Care Centre) The purpose of this policy aims to provide families with information on 

how to pay for the service they receive. 

ESC - C011 18.01.2012 Childcare Centre has undertaken an internal policy review as a 

requirement of the Departments audit in early 2024. As part of 

this, this policy was replaced with ESC - LGCC021 in June 

2024.
ESC – C012 Priority of Access Policy (Childcare Services) The purpose of this policy is to outline guidleines for prioirty of access as 

determined by Queensland Government. 

ESC - C012 18.01.2012 Policy replace through internal policies as part of Departments 

requirement therfore no long required. 

ESC – C038 Biting Policy The purpose of this policy is to protect all persons to interact with the 

service of the requirements regarding the prevention of biting and 

treatment in the event of occurrence. 

ESC - C038 2015/GM1540 18.11.2015 Policy replace through internal policies as part of Departments 

requirement therfore no long required. 

ESC – C026 Sustainable Environment Policy The purpose of this policy is to ensure of the provision of a sustainable 

environemnt and embedding this in the centre's everyday curriculum.

ESC - C026 12.07.2014 Policy replace through internal policies as part of Departments 

requirement therfore no long required. 

SUMMARY OF POLICIES FOR CONSIDERATION TO BE REPEALED 



 

General Meeting 18th September 2024 

Subject RADF Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes Adoption  

Classification Open 

Author Andrea Kernan 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Council’s Regional Art’s Development Fund (RADF) Advisory Committee Meeting was held 2nd September 2024, in 

Georgetown. The minutes of this meeting are tabled for Council’s review.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council receive the unconfirmed minutes of the RADF Advisory Committee Meeting held 02/09/2024. 

 

 
BACKGROUND  
Council constituted the RADF Advisory Committee to assist in the development of representation of residents 
throughout Etheridge Shire with regard for Art’s and Cultural Strategies.  
 
The RADF Advisory Committee meet throughout the year to make recommendations to Council regarding:  

- RADF Funding allocations 
- Shire’s Arts & Cultural priorities 

 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
Corporate Aim No. 4: Quality social infrastructure make the shire a desirable place to live 
Corporate Outcome No. 4.3: A culturally aware community  
 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
Nil. RADF activities are funded through State Government funding allocated in July each year.  
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
Nil.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Nil. 

 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 

No consultation required ☒ Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 

Inform ☐ 

Consult ☐ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: Low 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 



C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Andrea Kernan Ken Timms PSM  

Date: 06/09/2024   Date: 06/09/2024 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

- Copy of unconfirmed RADF Minutes  

 

 

 

 



  Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on Monday 2nd September 2024 

Council Chambers, Georgetown 
 

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES  

 
Opening of Meeting 
 
Cr Tincknell opened the meeting at: 9.40am 
 

Acknowledgement to Country 

 

“We would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of this land and pay our respects to the Elders past, 
present and future for they hold the history, cultural practice and traditions, of their people.”  
 

Declarations 

 
Nil 
 
Attendance & Apologies 

Members Present: Cr Tincknell (Chair); Bekky Haase, Shannon Zohl, Jennay Delacour 
Advisor & Secretary: Andrea Kernan & Renee Bester 
 
Apologies: Lucy Elgey 
 

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

Recommendation 
The Minutes of the Advisory Committee (RADF) Meeting held at Council Boardroom, Georgetown on 10th July 
2024 be confirmed as being true and correct 
 
MOVED: Bekky Haase  SECONDED: Shannon Zohl    Carried 4:0 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  

 
Outstanding matters:  

1. A letter is to be send to Ken Woodman informing him that his grant application has been closed and 
grant amount have gone back to RADF funds. 

2. RADF Terms of Reference to be sent to committee members. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 That Cr Tincknell accepted RADF member Nardeen Hayden’s resignation – email dated 12th 

August 2024. 
 

MOVED: Cr Ian Tincknell              SECONDED: Bekky Haase    Carried 4:0 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

   
 

1. Recommendation 
 

That Council advertise the Community Funding Program Round 1 for the amount of $10,000 to open 
on the 23rd of September and close on the 7th October. Dependant on remaining funds, applications 
received out of round dates will be considered with voting from committee members via ePoll or other 
means online if necessary. 
 

MOVED: Shannon Zohl    SECONDED: Jennay Delacour  Carried 4:0 
   
 
 

 



   
 

 
 That due to resignations within the committee, and to foster proactive member recruitment, 

Council send invitations to the following individuals in the following order, until an affirmative 
response is received:  

1. Clayton Pedracini 
2. Katie Jones  
3. Camilla French 
4. Kathy Green 

 
MOVED:   Bekky Haase  SECONDED: Jennay Delacour  CARRIED 4:0 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

 Bekky Haase suggested that members have the option of stepping down from their position 
at the years end.   
 

 Shannon Zohl suggested that we look into funding around holding festival from Arts 
Queensland, in view of a future festival held in the Etheridge Shire. 

 

FUTURE MEETING 

 
8th October 2024 – 9.30am in Council Chambers 
 

MEETING CLOSURE 

 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting 11.27am.  



 

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING SERVICES – BRIEFING REPORT 

GENERAL MEETING:  September  2024 

 

Mayor and Councillors 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown, QLD 4871 
 
Councillors, 

  

I present my report for the period of:  August  2024 

1. Transport Main Roads 

 

 Permanent electronic road closure sign for Lynd Roadhouse in progress. 
 

 Log Creek and Somerset Creek - Electronic warning signs in progress. 
 

2. Grants (LRCIP Round 4) 

 Waiting for projects approval 
 

3. Works for Queensland 2024 to 2027 

 Waiting for funding approval  
 

4. Passenger Transport Infrastructure Investment Program (PTIIP) 

 Bus stop in Mount Surprise in progress   
 

5. Heavy Vehicle Safety Productivity Program (HVSPP) 

 Georgetown washdown bay – Contractual works completed. Water connection and road works in progress 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

    Photo 4 – Facing North –  

  

Bridge Renewal Program 

 Queenslander Creek Box culvert, Forsayth – Work in progress       
 

 

Photo3 – Facing South  

 

Photo 2 – Facing East / South   

Photo 1 – Facing West   



 
 

Photo 5: Facing North (Concrete slab and            Photo 6 : Slab reinforcement  
       d/s cut off wall)   

 

6. Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme 

 Forsayth – Einasleigh Road (27.276 km to 32.267 km)- first coat sealing done and second coat in September 
2024.  

 Forsayth – Einasleigh Road (32.267 km to 37.10 km)- work in progress   
 

7. Signs  

The installation of Station signs completed except Zone 4 
 

8. RTR 

Proposed projects under RTR 2024/2025 have been listed in the attached spreadsheet (Ref. attachment 3) 
 

9. State of Queensland Affordable Housing Project 

The Work Progress of the ILH (Independent Living Houses) Project is as follows: 
 

 6 houses have been set up. 

 Electrical works in progress  

 Water mains are in progress 

 Under bore pipe work completed  

 Storm water drainage works in progress 
 

Staff Housing  

 Site cleaning completed and ready for set out.  

 

10. Remote airstrip upgrade program round 10  

Tender stage  
 

11. Grant application    

 

2024-2028 Local Government Grants Subsidies Program (LGGSP). –  Waiting for response  

Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure Program (SLRIP): It is 80:20 funding basis program. The proposed projects have 

been listed. (Ref. attachment 1 & 2). The grant application will be submitted subject to Council’s approval. The closing 

date of the application is 30th September 2024. 



 

13. Charleston Dam 

 

 Weekly inspection in progress 

 

14. Meetings 

 

 TIDS meeting  

 

15. Calendar of Events 

 

Previous Month 

6/8/024: EMT Meeting  

7/8/024: Staff meeting re: new organisation structure  

7/8/024: Staff meeting re: gravel pit  

9/8/024: FNQROC meeting via MS team  

12/8/024 Manager’s meeting  

20/8/024: DRFA meeting via MS Team 

23/8/024: Works Meeting with CEO 

26/8/024: Manager’s meeting  

27/8/024: Road Users Deed meeting with CEO 

28/8/024: Meeting in Mount Surprise re: Drainage  

29/08/024: Meeting -FNQROC  

 

Next Month (October 2024) 

4.10.024 Regional Waste Management Plan meeting via MS Team  

7.10.024- Manager’s meeting  

8/10/024: DRFA meeting Georgetown  

21/10/024: Manager’s meeting  

 

Regards 

 

Raju Ranjit  

Director of Engineering Services 

 

Attachment:  

1. List of Culverts to be replaced   

2. List of Floodway’s to be replaced  

3. List of Proposed RTR projects  

 



ETHERIDGE  SHIRE COUNCIL CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS

2023-24

S.No Job Number Project Description Project title

W4Q4 ( 1/7/2024 to 

30/6/2027)

Council own fund LRCIP4 ( 1/7/2023 to 

30/6/2025)

RTR ( 1/7/2024 to 

30/6/2025)

Remote Airstrip 

Upgrade Program 

Round 10 ( RAUP) 

(1/7/2023 to 

30/6/2025)

Far North Queensland 

Resilience Program ( 

FNQRP)

PTTI ( 1/7/2024 to 

30/6/2025)

TIDS ( 1/7/2024 to 

30/6/2025)

BRP / HVSPP ( 

1/7/2023 to 

30/6/2025)

North West Mineral 

Provice ( round 2)

 $            1,580,000.00  $            1,196,108.00  $                 986,126.00  $                 450,000.00  $             4,500,000.00 45000  $               854,461.00  $               1,400,000.00 

20

4020-4530-0002
Forsayth - Einasleigh Road    upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (36.267-37.10 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                 870,920.00  $               854,461.00 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road    upgrade unsealed road ( base course)
Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (34.667-36.267 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                 365,063.00 

Construction of Multipurpose Community Facility- Mount Surprise Multipurpose Community Facility 1,580,000.00

Construction of Georgetown  Coordination Centre Georgetown  Coordination Centre  $             2,000,000.00 

Construction of Housing Project Housing Project  $             2,000,000.00 

Gilbert River Upgrade Project Gilbert River Upgrade Project  $                 500,000.00 

Mount Surprise and Einasleigh Air strip fencing upgrade 
Mount Surprise and Einasleigh Air strip fencing upgrade  $               450,000.00  $                 450,000.00 

Singage replcment in various rural roads
 $               100,000.00 

Design and   reseal for Hayman Street
 $                 21,000.00 

Design and   reseal for Einasleigh Forsayth Road (Ch. 9480 to 18960m ) 
 $               365,854.00 

Cleaning  Road Grids in various places
 $                    7,900.00 10,000

Intallation of hip roof   in Multipurpose  Centre
 $                 97,100.00 

Design and   reseal for Undara Road, Mount Surprise (3 Km )  $               154,254.00  $                      8,063.00 

Road works  in First street
 $                    50,000.00 

4040-4500-0001 Bridge / Box culvert - Queenslander Creek - Cobbold Gorge Road , Forsayth

Bridge / Box culvert - Queenslander Creek -  North Head 

Road, Forsayth  $                 200,000.00  $                  800,000.00 

26 5151-4504-0003

Washdown facility - Georgetown (Construction) Washdown facility - Georgetown (Construction)

 $                 150,000.00  $                  600,000.00 

38 4061-4504-0008

Re sealing work in Hayman Street , Georgetown, work area starts from 

chainage 0 m and ends at chainage 319 m measure from Green street

Re sealing work in Hayman Street , Georgetown, work 

area starts from chainage 0 m and ends at chainage 319 

m measure from Green street  $                    17,000.00 

41

Culvert Replacment Culvert Replacment 

43

4060-4500-0014 North Head Road _ Ch 21.09km North Head Road _ Ch 21.09km 

 $                      9,500.00 

44

4060-4500-0011 Dulthera Station Road-Ch 45107 Dulthera Station Road-Ch 45108

 $                      4,000.00 

47

4060-4500-0015 Vanlee Station Road- ch 9459 Vanlee Station Road- ch 9460

 $                      8,000.00 

48

4060-4500-0018 Gilberton Road- ch 81394 Gilberton Road- ch 81394

 $                    16,500.00 

50

4060-4500-0010 Dulthera Road- Ch. 38152 Dulthera Road- Ch. 38153

 $                      8,000.00 

52 4011-4500-0001

Haymn Street Drainage Haymn Street Drainage

 $                    90,000.00 

53 5151-4507-0001

Bus Shelter- Mt. Surprise Bus Shelter- Mt. Surprise

 $                   45,000.00  $                 45,000.00 

54 4020-4550-0001

Percy Vale Road realinment Percy Vale Road realinment 

 $                    40,000.00 

Improvement of Concrete box cuvert  in Granite Creek on Gilberton Road

 $                 150,000.00 

Drainage works in Mount surprise Drainage works in Mount surprise

 $                 150,000.00 

Reconstruction  and sealing of Patricia Road ( 717m long x 6 m formation width 

and 5 m  seal width )  $                    60,000.00 

Total Capital 1,580,000.00 1,265,920.00 1,196,108.00 986,126.00 450,000.00 4,500,000.00 45,000.00 854,461.00 1,400,000.00 0.00

Capital - Projects - 2024/2025

Funding source



Project 

Description of works From (km) To (km) Length ( KM)

Forsayth - Einasleigh 

Road    upgrade unsealed 

road Base course 32.267 37.1 4.833

Sealing 4.833

Spread and compaction 4.833

0 225

First street - Forsayth Base course 0 225 225

Sealing 0 225 225

Spread and compaction 0 225 225

Forsayth - Einasleigh 

Road    upgrade unsealed 

road Base course 34.667 36.267 1.6

Spread and compaction 1.6



Widht ( m) Thickness (m) Factor Quantities Unit Rate/ton or rate/m2

10 0.2 2.25 21748.5 tonns 30 652,455.00$     

8 38664 Area 9 347,976.00$     

10 48330 Area 15 724,950.00$     

6 1,725,381.00$  

7 0.2 2.25 708.75 tonns 30 21262.5

5 1125 Area 9 10125

5 1125 Area 15 16875

48262.5

10 0.2 2.25 7200 tonns 30 216,000.00$     

10 16000 Area 15 240,000.00$     

456,000.00$     



357,000.000$   



Sl No. Asset Code Road Name Chainage cost

1 D-2031-4867 Eveleigh Station Road 4867 17,062.35$     

2 D-3001-4688 Kidston Dam Road 4809 20,098.71$     

3 D-2004-ch-1500 Carpentaria Downs Station Road 1405 15,265.19$     

4 D1051-132 Vanlee Station Road 9589 19,506.55$     

5 D-1009-ch-53700 Paddy's Station Road 53298 19,416.47$     

6 D1061-118 North Head Road 46610 21,407.56$     

7 D-3018-ch-41000 Ortona Road 40938 17,754.03$     

8 D3009-304 Gilberton Road 25834 34,656.75$     

9 D3009-303 Gilberton Road 26175 28,197.89$     

10 D3009-302 Gilberton Road 26398 31,594.82$     

11 D-3007-ch-10800 Kidston Dam Road 10744 22,283.18$     

12 D3021-77 Oak Park Road 22821 27,643.05$     

13 D3021-76 Oak Park Road 21645 22,123.38$     

14 D3021-75 Oak Park Road 19297 17,462.35$     

15 D3021-70 Oak Park Road 10224 19,416.47$     

16 D2028-129 O'Brien's Creek Road 1845 22,523.38$     

Total 356,412.13$  

Pipe Culvert



Priority list

9

9

10

1

2

8

3

4

4

5

6

7

7

7

7

1



Sl No. Asset_Code Road_Name Chainage   Cost  

1 FW3017ch1756 Iona Station Road 0 $117,680.00

2 FW3017ch2440 Iona Station Road 2440 $171,520.00

3 FW3018ch17385 Ortona Road 29638 $683,000.00

4 FW3018ch16808 Ortona Road 30214 $683,000.00

5 FW1049ch165 Routh Creek Station Road 165 $171,520.00

6 FW1049ch441 Routh Creek Station Road 441 $171,520.00

7 FW3018ch32512 Ortona Road 14525 $841,600.00

8 FW1010ch2375 Chadshunt Station Road 2376 $287,200.00

9 FW1066ch3414 Agate Creek Gemfields Road 3414 $173,920.00

10 FW1059ch24055 Agate Creek Road 23816 $564,400.00

11 FW2001ch37938 Beverley Hills Road 37934 $283,200.00

12 FW2001ch41050 Beverley Hills Road 41047 $283,200.00

13 FW3015ch5900 Percyvale Station Road 5851 $222,160.00

14 FW3015ch11900 Percyvale Station Road 11889 $218,960.00

15 FW1027ch18800 Green Hills Road 18889 $169,120.00

16 FW3008ch6000 Perryvale Road 1648 $279,200.00

17 FW3008ch4600 Perryvale Road 4612 $279,200.00

18 FW3008ch11600 Perryvale Road 6456 $279,200.00

19 FW3031ch37400 Dulthara Station Road 37542 $171,520.00

20 FW1009ch16100 Paddy's Station Road 16068 $110,776.00

21 FW1059ch21300 Agate Creek Road 21050 $154,288.00

22 FW1059-1 Agate Creek Road 23931 $758,160.00

23 FW1062ch2193 Old Robinhood Station Road 2193 $222,160.00

24 FW1066ch4000 Agate Creek Gemfields Road 3962 $170,320.00

25 FW1066ch6800 Agate Creek Gemfields Road 6783 $170,320.00

26 FW1057ch34684 North Head Road 34627 $144,600.00

27 FW3018ch1752 Ortona Road 45257 $171,520.00

28 FW3018ch3842 Ortona Road 43169 $171,520.00

29 FW3018ch4733 Ortona Road 42278 $225,360.00

30 FW3018ch5204 Ortona Road 41807 $225,360.00

31 FW3018ch5258 Ortona Road 41754 $171,520.00

32 FW3018ch5736 Ortona Road 41276 $225,360.00

33 FW3018CH6700 Ortona Road 40268 $117,680.00

34 FW3018ch10986 Ortona Road 36031 $225,360.00

35 FW3018CH14700 Ortona Road 32507 $171,520.00

36 FW3018ch15938 Ortona Road 31083 $683,000.00

37 FW3018CH16700 Ortona Road 0 $683,000.00

38 FW3018ch17618 Ortona Road 29406 $117,680.00

39 FW3018ch18971 Ortona Road 28054 $117,680.00

40 FW3018ch19353 Ortona Road 27672 $171,520.00

41 FW3018ch19760 Ortona Road 27265 $171,520.00

42 FW3018ch20779 Ortona Road 26247 $171,520.00

43 FW1039-1 Abingdon Downs Road 95271 $125,104.00

44 FW3008ch2000 Gilberton Road 109698 $137,296.00

45 FW3015ch4200 Percyvale Station Road 4152 $140,600.00

Floodway



46 FW3008ch3000 Gilberton Road 110692 $115,280.00

47 FW1055-1772 Robin Hood Road 20510 $577,600.00

48 FW1015ch38700 Kutchera Road 0 $74,608.00

49 FW1001ch8500 Inorunie Station Road 8490 $84,256.00

50 FW1027ch12000 Green Hills Road 11957 $176,320.00

51 FW1027ch11700 Green Hills Road 11636 $248,680.00

52 FW1027ch7500 Green Hills Road 7498 $169,120.00

53 FW1027ch800 Green Hills Road 766 $169,120.00

54 FW1059ch17000 Agate Creek Road 16721 $116,080.00

55 FW1059ch17300 Agate Creek Road 17068 $117,680.00

56 FW3009ch95200 Gilberton Road 95142 $89,560.00

57 FW3009ch95000 Gilberton Road 94971 $110,776.00

58 FW3009ch80800 Gilberton Road 80757 $88,960.00

59 FW1045ch38800 Dagworth Station Road 38824 $176,320.00

60 FW1063ch12700 Goldsmith Road 12615 $169,120.00

61 FW1001ch10900 Inorunie Station Road 10929 $275,200.00

62 FW1015ch17600 Kutchera Road 0 $171,520.00

63 Cobbol Gorge Road (Silver mine Creek ) $900,000.00

Total $15,836,064.00



 

General Meeting 18th September 2024 

Subject 
FORSAYTH TRANSFER STATION OPENING HOURS - 
REPORT 

Classification Open 

Author Raju Ranjit – Director of Engineering Services  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

This report relates   to the consideration of the opening hours of the Forsayth Transfer Station and relevant 
signage  
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  

 

That Council  
1. Accept the signage and following opening hours: 

 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:15 am - 12:00 noon 
Tuesday and Thursday:                2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Saturday:                                      8:15 am – 5:00 pm 
Sunday:                                        1:30 pm – 5:00 pm  
  

       (Closed: Good Friday & Christmas Day) 

 
Or,  
 

2. Remain the same, No restriction   
 

 

 
BACKGROUND  
 

Forsayth Transfer station has been completed under the LRCIP phase 3 funding. Four bins, hook truck and shed for 

dangerous goods have been organised under Council’s own source and will be serviceable from December 2024. To 

manage the Transfer station effectively, signs and opening hours have been developed for Council approval or review 

. 



 

 

 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
 
Corporate Aim No. 2: A Sustainable Environment of Natural Assets, Water, Wastewater and Waste Management 
 
 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
 
Council is required to allow an addition budget of $ 50,000 to operate the Transfer station. 
 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
Local Government Act 2009. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Transfer station does not have policy yet 
 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 

No consultation required ☐ N/A Consulted with relevant staff  

Inform ☐ 

Consult ☒ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: H 3 if  fails to provide a supervision 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 

C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Raju Ranjit Ken Timms  PSM 

Date:27/8/2024   Date: 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Signs 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 60 cm, Width – 60 cm (Reflectice) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 90 cm, Width – 60 cm (Reflectice) 

 

 

 

 

 
GAS 

BOTTLES 

 BATTERIES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 1.20 m, Width - 0.45 m (Reflective) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 1.20 m, Width - 0.45 m (Reflective) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DOMESTIC 

WASTE 

 CARDBOAD / PAPER 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 1.20 m, Width - 0.45 m (Reflective) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length – 45 cm, Width – 30 cm (Nonreflective) 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLING ONLY 
 Plastic / Glass Bottles / Aluminums / Tin Cans 

NO FOOD WASTE 

          Etheridge Shire Council 

                       

                       This area may  

                        be under video 

                       surveillance 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Length – 1.70 m, Width – 1.10 m (Reflective) 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ESC 

FORSAYTH 
TRANSFER STATION 

OPENING HOURS 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 8.15am – 12pm 

Tue & Thu: 2pm – 5pm 

Sat: 8.15am – 5pm 

Sun: 1.30pm – 5pm 

 (Closed: Good Friday & Christmas Day) 

 

For further information contact: 

0740 799 090 



 

General Meeting 18th September 2024 

Subject Commonwealth Savings Postal Bank 

Classification Open 

Author Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Council received correspondence from Strathfield Council in relation to the support of all Councillors in Australia 

supporting the draft bill to establish a Commonwealth Savings Postal Bank (CPSB). 

The correspondence requested that Council pass a resolution in support of the new proposed establishment and 

forward a Letter of Support to Federal Representatives, Queensland State Representatives and to all Queensland 

Senators of all parties. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council provide a Letter of Support for the proposed Commonwealth Savings Postal Bank to the appropriate 

parties.   

 

 
BACKGROUND  
The proposal of a Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank would provide all financial products and banking services 

including short and long-term loans and including long-term financing of infrastructure projects to support business, 

economic growth and increased productivity, especially in Regional Australia.  

Other reasons to support this are: 

 Banking services (including opening hours) among the ‘Big Four’ banks are diminishing in our LGA and 

throughout Australia. 

 Hundreds of millions of dollars profit of a Public Postal Bank can be invested into our and all Australian 

LGA’s. 

 Joint responsibilities of our council and councils throughout Australia can be effectively funded through public 

banking, like in the past. 

 Council rates can be reduced and the slice of the budget dedicated to rubbish services and roads can be 

reduced in our LGA and LGA’s throughout Australia. 

 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
Corporate Aim No. 3: Support community development to expand and meet the growing needs of the region through 

infrastructure, income diversification and advocacy.  

 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
Nil 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
Nil 

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Nil 



 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 

No consultation required ☒ Internal Policy to implemented 

going forth.  

Read through and adopt policy for 

internal use.  Inform ☐ 

Consult ☐ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: Assess likelihood and consequence to calculate outcome (Low, Medium, High) 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 

C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Ken Timms  Ken Timms PSM, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 27/08/2024   Date: 27/08/2024 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

- Email from Strathfield Council  

 

 

 

 







 

General Meeting 18th September 2024 

Subject Proposed Change to the December Meeting Date 

Classification Open 

Author Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

At least once in each year, Council must publish a notice of the days and times when its ordinary meetings will be 

held and furthermore Council must publish this notice on the local government’s website. Any changes to these dates 

need to be adopted by Council and advertised to the community. 

 

The North West Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils Meeting is being held from the 11th to the 12th of 

December 2024, which clashes with Decemeber’s General Meeting date being the 11th December 2024. This 

meeting is important to the Etheridge Shire and should be attended. 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council:Resolve to amend the December 2024 General Meeting date from the 11th December 2024  to the 18th 

December 2024 in accordance with S.254B of the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

 

 

 
BACKGROUND  
The North West Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils Meeting is being held from the 11th to the 12th 
December 2024 in Richmond. It is imperative that Council attend this meeting and therefore it is recommended that 
the December General Meeting date, due to be held on the 11th December, be changed to another suitable 
date.Consideration has been given to move the meeting back 1 week, to Wednesday 18th December 2024, this day 
is also the last day of shift for the 9/5 crew for 2024.     
 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
N/A 
 

 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
Nil 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
The North West Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils Meeting is being held from the 11th to the 12th 
December 2024 in Richmond. It is imperative that Council attend this meeting and therefore it is recommended 
that the December General Meeting date, due to be held on the 11th December, be changed to another 
suitable date.Consideration has been given to move the meeting back 1 week, to Wednesday 18th December 
2024, this day is also the last day of shift for the 9/5 crew for 2024.    
 

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
N/A 

 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 



No consultation required ☒ Internal Policy to implemented 

going forth.  

Read through and adopt policy for 

internal use.  Inform ☐ 

Consult ☐ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: Assess likelihood and consequence to calculate outcome (Low, Medium, High) 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 

C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Ken Timms Ken Timms PSM, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 27/08/2024   Date: 27/08/2024 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

-  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FOR YOUR 

INFORMATION 



 

Department of Resources 
1 William Street, Brisbane 
PO Box 15216, City East 
Queensland  4002  Australia 
www.resources.qld.gov.au 
ABN 59 020 847 551 

Ref CTS OVG/25 
 

 
 
23 August 2024 
 
Mr Ken Timms 
Chief Executive Officer 
Etheridge Shire Council 
 

By email:  ken.timms@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
Dear Ken 
 
2025 land valuation program effective 30 June 2025 

 
I am writing to advise you of my decision on the 2025 land valuation program. In making this 
decision, I considered the detailed property market analysis, the timing since the last valuation, 
and feedback provided by local government areas (LGA) and key stakeholders.  
 
I can confirm that Etheridge Shire Council will not be included in the 2025 land valuation 
program. For your information, I have attached a summary of all LGAs included in the 2025 
program. 
 
Queensland’s land valuation system is an open and transparent process delivered consistent 
with the Land Valuation Act 2010.  
 
As your LGA will not receive new land valuations in 2025, the current land valuations will remain 
in effect for rating purposes for the 2025–26 financial year. 
 
Should you have any enquiries, please contact Brett Bowen, Area Manager, State Valuation 
Service on telephone 4222 5500. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Laura Dietrich 
Valuer-General 
  

Department of Resources 



   

 

   

 

 

Local government areas included in the 2025 land valuation program 

 

• Brisbane 

• Cairns 

• Cassowary Coast 

• Charters Towers 

• Logan 

• Murweh 

• Paroo 

• Quilpie 

• Rockhampton 

• Scenic Rim 

• South Burnett 

• Southern Downs 

• Toowoomba 

• Townsville 
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 DELEGATION MEMBERS 
 

 Cr Angela Toppin, FNQROC Chair  
Mayor, Mareeba Shire Council 

 
 Cr Barry Hughes, FNQROC Deputy Chair     

Mayor, Etheridge Shire Council 
 

 Cr Lisa Scomazzon   
Mayor, Douglas Shire Council 

 
 Cr Robyn Holmes  

Mayor, Cook Shire Council 
 
 Cr Trevor Pickering  

Mayor, Croydon Shire Council 
 
 Cr Brett Olds  

Deputy Mayor, Cairns Regional Council 
 
 Cr Dave Bilney, Deputy Mayor 

Deputy Mayor, Tablelands Regional Council 
 
 Cr Nicholas Pervan 

Deputy Mayor, Cassowary Coast Regional 
Council 

 
 Ms Darlene Irvine 

FNQROC Chief Executive Officer 
 
 Ms Kelly Dean 

FNQROC Executive Support Officer 
  

 
FNQ Regional Priorities 
 
Key priority projects as identified by the Board and 
advocated for during this Mayoral Delegation, align 
with the FNQROC Strategic Goals of: 
 

 Develop Resilient Transport Infrastructure 
Connectivity 

 Water Security 
 Energy 
 Respect and Manage Our Natural Assets 
 Provide Equitable Communication Network 
 Develop Equitable Social Infrastructure 

 
FNQROC State Priorities Briefing document can be 
accessed via the following FNQROC Website link: 
 

 FNQROC STATE PRIORITIES 
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 FNQROC PRIORITY PROJECTS – SNAPSHOT  
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Ms Deborah Frecklington MP, Shadow Minister for Energy 
and Cost of Living, Shadow Minister for Water and the 
Construction of Dams, Shadow Minister for Regional 
Development and Manufacturing. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Shadow Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support the Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion Points: 

 Etheridge Ag Precinct Funding through DAF to 
employ someone to do business case and 
stakeholder consultation etc. (LNP will continue this 
funding if they get in). 

 Lakeland Irrigation Area, Cook Shire Council needs a 
proponent to take it forward. Need to do EIS. The 
area currently exports to every capital city except 
Adelaide. 

 Urban Infrastructure, we are seeking the 
establishment of an annual renewal/upgrade 
funding program, similar to the Works for 
Queensland and Transport Infrastructure 
Development Scheme. – LNP announced $2B for 
truck infrastructure. 

  

 
Megan Scanlon MP, Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Planning and Minister for Public Works and Ms Ali King 
MP, Assistant Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Planning and Assistant Minister for Public Works. 

Attendees: 

 Alyssa Van Butzelaar - Ministerial Advisor, Minister 
Scanlon 

 Kobe Abraham, Ministerial Advisor, Minister 
Scanlon 

 Sam Duff, Planning Departmental Liaison Officer 
 Ryan Longland – Director, Regional and Spatial 

Planning 
 Michelle Cottrell, Executive Director, Regional and 

Spatial Planning 
 Kylie Rolley-Cervenjak, Manager, Regional and 

Spatial Planning 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Minister and Assistant Minister for attending the 
meeting and conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 
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Discussion Points: 

 Social/affordability and continued population 
growth. 

 Tablelands Regional Council partnered with local 
organisation for 10 units for women at risk. 

 Affordability housing – State assessment for 
’affordable’ advised the ROI was not there when 
compared to SEQ. The Minister advised delegation
to keep trying.  

 Request for funding for Councils to action LHAP 
actions – Minister advised there is $13.5million
announced for this. Bigger Councils are competitive, 
smaller Councils will be allocated funding. 

 Social housing through local community groups. 
 Planning changes coming through will more so affect 

SEQ. 
 The Minister wants to provide funding to enhance 

the capability of local providers. 
 The Minister working towards “said” region getting 

X number of social houses. 
 Croydon Shire Council example – how can we 

transfer old stock Council housing to families that 
have lived in it for a long time (i.e., 20 years) rather 
than going out to tender. How could we perhaps do 
rent to buy in these remote areas? 

Regional Planning Coordination #2 Meeting held 

 FNQ Infrastructure Plan released. 
 Population projections – using median growth from 

2023 – will include commentary re impact on 
regional and rural areas. 

 Housing diversity – mostly in Cairns. 
 Urban footprint updated to current planning 

schemes. 
 Infill fund. 
 Infrastructure. 
 Sub-division rural – 60 Hectares remains unless 

certain condition can be met, cannot be broad 
brush this. 

 7 focus areas where the State will lean in and help. 
 Mapped critical minerals and priority ag areas. 
 The Minister sought our key issues – Minister 

advised we were not made aware there was going 
to be an RPC today, so we are unprepared to 
answer the question. 

 
 We would like to see the plan as a whole before it is 

published for public consultation, we requested two 
(2) weeks, the Department wanted to provide only 
one (1) day. This is still unresolved. 

Mr Dale Last MP, Shadow Minister for Natural Resources and 
Mines, Shadow Minister for Corrective Services, Shadow 
Minister for Fire and Emergency Services, Shadow Minister 
for Rural and Regional Affairs. 
 
Mr John-Paul Langbroek MP, Shadow Minister for Seniors, 
Communities and Disability Services, Shadow Minister for 
Multiculturalism and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships. 
 
Ms Deborah Frecklington MP, Shadow Minister for Energy 
and Cost of Living, Shadow Minister for Water and the 
Construction of Dams, Shadow Minister for Regional 
Development and Manufacturing. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support the Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Shadow Ministers for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 

 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Discussion Points: 

 Rural and regional affairs policy direction - 
o NR &Mines Cabinet subcommittee to meet 

as required to streamline approval 
process. 
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o Veg Management and fire breaks. 
o Policy around encroachment. 
o Rural Firies. Shadow Minister was advised 

that bureaucracy is coming in at a rapid rate
due to the current transition. The current 

transition is a long way to being settled. 

Seniors and Disability – focused on services particularly in 
regional rural areas. 
 
 

On behalf of the Honouarble Bart Mellish MP, Minister for 
Transport and Main Roads and Minister for Digital Services 
due to illness.  
 
The Honourable Craig Crawford MP, Member for Barron 
River. 

Attendees: 

 Brett Reed, Chief of Staff to Minister Mellish 
 Shauna Turner-Smith, Senior Policy Advisor to 

Minister Mellish 
 Chris McLaren, Chief Customer & Digital Officer 
 Ross Hodgman, Regional Director, Department of 

Transport and Main Roads 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

 Thanked the Member and the staff for attending the 
meeting and conducted introductions. 

 Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both 
sides to advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion Points: 

 Kuranda Range Road – 
o The Minister has written to the Federal

Government regarding extending the 
National Transport Network. 

 



 
 

ADVOCACY REPORT   

 

o Minister King (Federal) advised this this will 
be considered on the next review to the 
NLTN. 

o Minister King has approved the strategy for 
$210mil funding. 

o Previous stabilisation works on KRR held up 
well in this latest event. 

 Gilbert River Bridge and aging infrastructure in our 
region - 

o What is the plan to replace aging 
infrastructure in our region? 

o Discussion regarding communities cut off 
for months on end and impact on mental 
health and domestic violence etc. 

o Business cases favour more populated 
areas rather than economic growth. 

 The importance of Palmerston Range as our only  
B-double route to the coast. Needs to remain robust 
and resilient. TMR has just completed a planning 
study to give them a road map of what needs to be 
done on this route to remain safe and viable. 

 Innisfail bypass – no funding for it – have done the 
planning so the community knows what is 
happening. 

 Road network will be an issue with the next wet with 
us having a saturated pavement – it is expected that 
potholes etc. will open up. 

 Cape Tribulation Road – Douglas Shire Council is 
happy to gift it to the state. 

 Gravel Pits and ILUAs – Etheridge 600+ pits to ~140 
and the paperwork is phenomenal. This is affecting 
construction. 

 Palm Cove entry Statement. 
 Regarding Routh Creek - acknowledged the work 

and collaboration between Councils, TMR and 
Contractors.  

Mr David Crisafulli MP, Leader of the Opposition, Shadow 
Minister for Tourism. 

Ms Ann Leahy MP, Shadow Minister for Disaster Recovery, 
Shadow Minister for Volunteers, Shadow Minister for Local 
Government. 

Attendees: 

 Brad Evans, Advisor to Leader of the Opposition 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Leader of the Opposition and Shadow Minister
for attending the meeting and conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is also talking to each of the 
relevant Ministers and Shadow Ministers about: 

 Roads and critical bridges 
 Water – bulk, urban and methodology for business 

cases 
 Housing 
 Digital Connectivity 
 Resource Recovery and Waste Management 
 Mountain Biking 
 Disaster Recovery Betterment, and  
 Gravel Pits and ILUA requirements. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 LNP will never rate cap. How depreciation is treated 
needs to be changed and this will be reviewed early 
and fast. 

 Housing - Croydon Shire Council example – how can 
we transfer old stock Council housing to families 
that have lived in it for a long time (i.e., 20 years) 
rather than going out to tender. How could we 
perhaps do rent to buy in these remote areas? 

 What is the LNP direction re tourism? 
o Approvals to eco-tourism. 
o Stop Dept Environment stopping eco-

tourism. 
o Funding to RTOs. 

 Discussion MTB Strategy. 
 W4Q please continue – LNP advise it works – happy 

to continue. 
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 Financial Assistance Grants. 
 Community Safety – LNP - Early intervention and 

adult time for adult crime. 
 We would like a dedicated water fund please. 

The Honourable Steven Miles MP, Premier of Queensland. 

Attendees: 

 Peter Spencer, Principal Policy Advisor to the 
Premier 

 Mike Kaiser, Director-General, Department of 
Premier and Cabinet 

 Leah Kelly, Deputy Director-General, Department 
of State Development, and Infrastructure  

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Premier for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is also talking to each of the 
relevant Ministers and Shadow Ministers about: 

 Roads and critical bridges 
 Water – bulk, urban and methodology for business 

cases 
 Housing 
 Digital Connectivity 
 Resource Recovery and Waste Management 
 Mountain Biking 
 Disaster Recovery Betterment, and  

Gravel Pits and ILUA requirements. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 Thanked the Premier for resilience funding – we are 
still to get it, but we are thankful. 

 Minister Boyd should be able to give us an update 
on betterment applications. 

 Financial Assistance Grants – timing of the funding 
being received by Councils.  Please be timely as it 
has been an issue with the auditors. 

 Thank you W4Q – advised the Department is 
currently assessing applications. 

 Housing. 
 Thank you for extra water funding for Cairns. 
 Thank you for the disaster assistance provided to 

Douglas Shire. 
 Cook discussion about the potential for rental 

subsidies for state employees to be used housing 
purchase – this would help release stock to the 
market and encourage long term residents. 

 Aging water infrastructure is a big issue for Councils. 
 Regional MTB Strategy and track maintenance trial 

in Atherton for 12 months. Vocational Partnership 
Group working with disengaged Indigenous youth 
(17 – 25) to get certificates in trail maintenance. 

 Resource Recovery: 
o Targets present significant challenges for 

the region due to: 
 Low economies of scale and large 

transport distances. 
 Regulation of PFAS and PFOS 

presenting additional challenges – 
particularly green waste and biosolids. 

 Addressing these challenges through 
tailored policy measures, funding 
support and flexible regulatory 
frameworks will be essential for FNQ to 
meet targets.  

 Etheridge Ag Precinct – funding through 
DAF for Officer to sort our reg 
requirements and progress further. 
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The Honourable Nikki Boyd MP, Minister for Fire and 
Disaster Recovery and Minister for Corrective Services. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region.  

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion Relating to Ministerial Portfolio: 

 Disaster Recovery Betterment and impact of Gravel 
Pits and ILUA requirements. 

 Transition of volunteer and rural firies to 
Queensland Police – excessive bureaucratic process. 
There are some lumps and bumps the Minister 
needs to be aware of. 

 Some volunteers were disillusioned with the 
regulatory process. 

 Perhaps look at regional hubs to house Qld Police, 
Qld Fire & Rescue, Qld Ambulance etc. 

 The State Government is having a look at the blue 
card systems in its entirety. 

 Cook Shire Council examples – 2 Indigenous 
communities and 1 firey due to blue card 
requirements. 

 Should invest in the ‘human’ capital. 

 Qld Parks not notifying Qld Fire Department or 
Councils of their burns – Croydon Shire Council and 
Cook Shire Council examples given. 

 QRA should be reaching out to Councils to let us 
know where Local Government fits under a revised 
Disaster Management Act. 

 Places of refuge – Mareeba continues to get 
knocked back because they are not on the coast and 
‘not affected by cyclone. The Minister advised that 
the disaster ready fund should be announced soon. 

 Request for uniformity of training/requirements of 
Volunteers i.e., lifesavers, SES both require their 
first aid training, chain saw requirements are 
different between council, SES, rural fire etc. 

 Department is undertaking a study into Wujal Wujal, 
Ayton and Djarragun and the disaster that unfolded. 

 

 
The Honourable Curtis Pitt MP, Chair, Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Speaker for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is also talking to each of the 
relevant Ministers and Shadow Ministers about: 

 Roads and critical bridges 
 Water – bulk, urban and methodology for business 

cases 
 Housing 
 Digital Connectivity 
 Resource Recovery and Waste Management 
 Mountain Biking 
 Disaster Recovery Betterment, and  
 Gravel Pits and ILUA requirements. 
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Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 Palmerston – importance of the road remaining 
robust and resilient. 

 Disaster Management Reform – confusion about 
management roles, firies on the side and blue card 
requirements. Some communities get a regional 
hub, and others do not. 

Mr Sam O’Connor MP, Shadow Minister for Environment and 
the Great Barrier Reef, Shadow Minister for Science and 
Innovation, Shadow Minister for Youth. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Shadow Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 Resource Recovery - 
o Targets present significant challenges for 

the region due to: 
 Low economies of scale and large 

transport distances 
 Regulation of PFAS and PFOS 

presenting additional challenges – 
particularly green waste and biosolids. 

 Addressing these challenges through 
tailored policy measures, funding 
support and flexible regulatory 
frameworks will be essential for FNQ to 
meet targets. 

 LNP - potential models for Nature Refuges, National 
Parks, and Management. 

The Honourable Leeanne Enoch MP, Minister for Treaty 
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships, Minister for Communities and Minister for the 
Arts. 

Attendees: 

 Felix Gibson, Chief of Staff to Minister Enoch 
 Terri Page, Acting Executive Director, Regional 

Service Delivery, Culture and Economic 
Participation, Department of Treaty, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Communities, 
and the Arts 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 
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Introduction: 

Thanked the Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Discussion points: 

 In addition to the regional plan, we are also seeking 
regional funding to implement identified actions in 
our local housing action plans, particularly in our 
Indigenous communities.  

 State still talking to Feds re NPRIH. 
 Road issues and access to communities. 
 We need more focus on our end of the world. 
 Needs for new school site at Yarrabah. 
 Communities in the Cape – Art Centre 

announcement and challenges in Coen – Minister 
will gather information on this and get back to 
Mayor Holmes, School at Coen. 

 MTP and pilot project in Atherton with Vocational 
Partnership Group (VPG) for disengaged Indigenous 
youth (17 – 25) to get certificates in trail 
maintenance. 

 Palmerston and linkages to be kept on the radar. 
 RADF – Art has seen a resurgence in rural and 

remote areas, what can be done to capture this 
energy? The Minister has a 10-year roadmap and 
will send tis through to us all for funding 
opportunities. She is also making sure the funding is 
not just going to SEQ. 

 Screen locations and screen studio in Cairns just 
opened – looking forward to the opportunities. 

 Issues with PALM in the region: 
o Kava has become an issue.  
o Cultural issues – they have eaten a 

Cassowary. 
o Absconders have not been dealt with. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Fiona Simpson MP, Shadow Minister for Finance and 
Better Regulation, Shadow Minister for Integrity in 
Government. 
 
Mr David Janetzki MP, Shadow TreasurerShadow Minister for 
Investment and Trade Shadow Minister for Home Ownership.

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Shadow Ministers for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is also talking to each of the 
relevant Ministers and Shadow Ministers about: 

 Roads and critical bridges 
 Water – bulk, urban and methodology for business 

cases 
 Housing 

Digital Connectivity 
 Resource Recovery and Waste Management 
 Mountain Biking 
 Disaster Recovery Betterment, and  
 Gravel Pits and ILUA requirements. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan. 

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 
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Discussion points: 

 Need to allow Local Government to get on and do 
the job. 

 Housing funding issues and TRC ROI example. 
 SA4 over the last 10 years, we are $B’s behind every 

other region, lack of spending in our region, this year 
SA4 went backwards and everyone else went up. 

 Non sexy infrastructure is a big ask for small Councils 
with a low-rate base. 

 Financial Assistance Grants and the timing of this 
funding getting to Councils – they are getting 
smashed by the auditors for it. 

 Housing – LNP Policy, pot of money to unlock supply 
(infrastructure – water, sewer etc.), dropping Stamp 
Duty on new build and lifting concession rate for 
first homeowners. 

 Question asked – if you are going to provide support 
to people who do not insure, what about those that 
do pay the high insurance costs, what incentive is 
there for them to continue to insure?  
Response - LNP do not have a quick answer to this. 

 Investment and Investor confidence has decreased 
with ag investment. 

 Mining, Ag, Tourism are key investment 
opportunities for growth particularly regional and 
rural areas. 

 State funds – 2 key sectors – Coal Royalties 
(resources) and Stamp Duty (Property). Trade and 
export do not give much revenue to the state when 
compared however they are frontier minded for Ag 
and water is key and need to identify and fund in key 
bulk water projects. 

 Etheridge ag precinct – issues – native title, veg 
management, transport of water, land tenure etc. 
Want a one stop shop to reduce these impediments.  
Etheridge has funding to move this forward. 

 Lakeland Dam – current situation and opportunities.
 
 
 
 
 

Mr James (Jim) McDonald MP, Assistant to Jarrod Bleijie, 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Shadow Minister for State 
Development, Infrastructure and Planning, Shadow Minister 
for Olympic and Paralympic Infrastructure and Jobs, Member 
[Deputy Leader of the Opposition], Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly, Shadow Minister for Industrial 
Relations. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Assistant Shadow Minister for attending the 
meeting and conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor. 

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan. 

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 Etheridge Ag Precinct. 
 Without water do not have food security. 
 Dam Business Case Methodology – need to increase 

it from 30 years. 
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Mr Steven Minnikin, Shadow Minister for Customer Service, 
Shadow Minister for Transport and Main Roads. 

Attendees: 

 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Shadow Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan. 

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion Points: 

 Kuranda Range Road. 
 The importance of Palmerston Range as our only B-

double route to the coast. 
 Critical bridge linkages in our region, in particular 

the Barron and Gilbert River Bridges. 
 Gravel Pits and ILUA requirements. We know this 

one is not in your portfolio but as you would know, 
this has a significant impact on road building and 
maintenance. 

Additional Topics Discussed: 

 Gilbert River Bridge. 
 Aging Infrastructure across the whole region, many 

crossings are like Routh Creek, Barron River etc. 
 In floods, Cairns was totally cut off. 

 SA4 comparisons – region is $Bs behind all others 
over the last 10 years. 

 Archer River Bridge. 
 Drivers license opportunities removed from 

Cooktown – closest opportunity for Cooktown and 
Cape York Peninsula is Mareeba, Atherton, and 
Cairns (several hundreds of km’s away). 

 DSC looking for history on Cape Tribulation Road, 
Council cannot afford to keep it. 

 LNP looking at how they can get access to gravel. 
Example given by Etheridge where they came within 
days of shutting down a $16mil and $8mil project 
due to gravel pit issues. 

 Small regional Councils do not have the capacity to 
deal with this – need to get rid of this! 

 Need to give DD and RD’s the authority to make 
decisions in the region rather than having to up and 
wait for it to come back down again. 

 RMPCs need to be beefed up. 

Action required:  

Send WTMA approval expiry to Steve Minnikin. Expiry 
confirmed to be 31 December 2030. 
 
Action completed:  

Darlene Irvine, CEO FNQROC sent WTMA approval to Steve 
Minnikin Thursday 22 August 2024. 

The Honourable Michael Healy MP, Minister for Tourism. 

Attendees: 

 Mr Andrew Hopper, Director-General Department 
of Tourism, Innovation and Sport 

 Mr Richie Bates, Chief of Staff to Minister Healy 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 



 
 

ADVOCACY REPORT   

 

Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Discussion points: 

 Growing our region’s funding – has there been a 
stop put on this? Croydon has been notified it has, 
ESC has $8mil broken into 3 tourism projects. 

 MTB Strategy – send to Richie Bates. 
 Regional MTB Strategy and track maintenance trial 

in Atherton for 12 months. Vocational Partnership 
Group working with disengaged Indigenous youth 
(17 – 25) to get certificates in trail maintenance. 

 Flow on impact of Tourism in LG such as Cook with 
~120,000 + vehicles going to the Cape – no services 
and do not have the capacity to dela with that. 

 Cook harbour and bed leveling.  
 Tourism Regional Plans. 
 Super Yachts and Strategy. 

Action required: 

Send new MTB Strategy to Richie Bates. 

Action completed: 

Darlene Irvine, CEO FNQROC sent MTB Strategy to Ministers 
Office Thursday 22 August 2024. 

The Honourable Glenn Butcher MP, Minister for Regional 
Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water 

 

Attendees: 

 Linda Dobe, Director-General, Department of 
Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water 

 Francis Stewart, Chief of Staff to Minister Butcher 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Minister for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor. 

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

Water Discussion: 

 A change in policy for dam project business case 
evaluations – we are seeking at least 50 years, the 
inclusion of metrics that capture indirect benefits 
such as increased productivity and resilience and 
implementation of frameworks for long-term 
benefit realisation and periodic reviews to 
systematically tract and document extended 
benefits. 

 Etheridge Ag Precinct update – 464 mega litres still 
unallocated, need to get around state impediments, 
DET. 

 Lakeland Irrigation Area, update. 
 Urban Infrastructure, we are seeking the 

establishment of an annual renewal/upgrade 
funding program, similar to the Works for 
Queensland and Transport Infrastructure 
Development Scheme: 

o We all have a problem with Aging 
infrastructure. The Minister advised the 
department has gone out to all councils to 
identify what is needed and it will give the 
State a priority list. It is estimated this will 
be completed by the end of the year – is 
looking at dedicated funding. 

 Tablelands Water Assessment – should be released 
soon. 

 Cook Shire Council to write a letter to the Minister 
regarding water Infrastructure at risk due to Cyclone 
Jasper. 
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 Issue at Port Hinchinbrook – need additional 
$7million. 

 Thank you from Douglas Shire Council and Cairns 
Regional Council for water funding. 

Action required: 

Cook Shire Council to write a letter to the Minister Butcher 
regarding water Infrastructure which is at risk due to 
Cyclone Jasper.  

Action taken: 

Darlene Irvine, CEO FNQROC sent a reminder sent to Cook 
Shire Mayor Robyn Holmes Thursday 22 August 2024. 

The Honourable Cameron Dick MP, Deputy Premier, 
Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment 

Attendees: 

 Mr Michael Carey, Under Treasurer 
 All Mayors and Deputy Mayors 

Introduction: 

Thanked the Deputy Premier for attending the meeting and 
conducted introductions. 
 
Advised that the Delegation is meeting with both sides to 
advocate for our region. 

Three Key Priorities: 

 Kuranda Range Road Corridor – we are now past the 
do minimum point, we need to start implementing 
a long- term solution for this critical corridor.  

 Underpinning everything else which will support 
economic growth is finalising an agreed FNQ 
Regional Plan.  

 Lastly, we are looking for policies and practices that 
will enable and support Council’s financial 
sustainability. 

 

 

Discussion points: 

 SA4 region example $B’s behind over 10 years and 
only SA4 this year to go backwards. 

 Thank you for Cairns Water funding of $195million. 
 Minister outlined all funding for Cairns. 
 Thank you for Douglas water funding. 
 Non sexy infrastructure needs funding across the 

board. 
 Douglas Shire Council would be extremely happy to 

gift the State Cape Tribulation Road. 
 Thank you for W4Q. 
 Palmerston and its importance to the region, needs 

to remain robust and resilient. 
 MTB Strategy and funding request. 
 Port Hinchinbrook Sewerage and additional 

$7million. 
 Aging infrastructure – if we do not invest in regional 

and rural Qld. 
 State assets falling apart, we saw this in the flood. 
 Ag missing out and deprived of opportunities. 
 Etheridge Ag precinct and funding from DAF. 
 Mossman Mill – thank you for state funding to get 

cane off the fields and possible transition to Banna 
Grass. 
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                                         Gulf Savannah Development Inc. 

Level 1, Ports North Building 
16 Hartley Street 

Cairns City  QLD  4870 
CEO Office - +61 (0) 408 051 358 

After hours – 0421 995 205 
ABN: 69 956 728 660 

Email:   nobrien@gulf-savannah.com.au 
Website:   www.gulf-savannah.com.au 

 
30 August 2024 

 

Mr Bart Mellish MP 
Minister for Transport and Main Roads and 
   Minister for Digital Services 
transportandmainroads@ministerial.qld.gov.au  
 

Mr Michael Healy MP 
Minister for Tourism and Sport 
tourismandsport@ministerial.qld.gov.au  
 
 
My Dear Ministers 
 
Disrepair of Einasleigh to Forsayth rail line 
 
I write to you concerning the rail line between Einasleigh and Forsayth and the lack of line 
maintenance which has caused the Savannahlander to stop operating on the line.   

Earlier in 2024, Gulf regional stakeholders were advised that maintenance issues with the bridge 
over Delany Gorge will result in Savannahlander rail experience needing to cease at Einasleigh.  The 
region has been awaiting further advice from Queensland Rail on the status of the line in 2025, but 
no advice has been received to date.  

I understand that: 

• Queensland Rail advised there is need for significant repairs and accumulated defects coupled 

with anticipated defects based on historical trends as justification to keep the line closed 

• Department of Transport and Main Roads has previously funded Queensland Rail to provide this 

scheduled maintenance  

• The line is not re-opening in 2024  

This has significantly impacted on tourism, visitation and the Gulf Savannah region’s economy.  It is 
also impeding achievement of Queensland Government’s strategies: Drive Queensland, and 
Towards Tourism 2032. 

This uncertainty is impacting on the Savannahlander and other tourism operators planning and 
bookings for 2025.  The 2025 booking period is September-January - there is no certainty in the 
Savannahlander running past Einasleigh in 2025,therefore there is no confidence for operators to 
sell experiences past Einasleigh.  

The delay in communication with operators and suppliers pushes out the booking timeframe and 
soon the window for 2025 sales will be over and visitation will again be reduced in 2025 for travel to 
the Gulf Savannah region.  For a region that has experienced multiple severe weather events over 
the last several years, this is another kick in the guts for the region. 

 

mailto:nobrien@gulf-savannah.com.au
http://www.gulf-savannah.com.au/
mailto:transportandmainroads@ministerial.qld.gov.au
mailto:tourismandsport@ministerial.qld.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/GulfSavannahDevelopment
https://www.instagram.com/gulfsavannah/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gulf-savannah-development/
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Regional businesses and visitors rely on the Savannahlander providing operations all the way to 
Forsayth and without it, there has been a decline in visitors and expenditure.  

Cobbold Gorge has been providing bus transfers in 2024 from Einasleigh to Forsayth/Cobbold Gorge 
return for rail passengers – but this may not be a viable option to continue. The question should be 
asked, why is Queensland Rail not providing this service until the line is back up and running?  This 
is no different to the services provided by Queensland Rail in other parts of Queensland. 

The lack of service to Forsayth is also impacting on Gulflander services operating between 
Normanton and Croydon.  The two journeys were often travelled by the same visitor as part of an 
integrated experience. The loss of services between Einasleigh and Forsayth is negatively impacting 
the visitor experience and leading to loss of overnight visitor expenditure in the region.  

Urgent action is needed to resolve this issue, one seemingly caused by Queensland Rail’s lack of 
maintenance. 

On behalf of the entire Gulf Savannah region, we seek your assistance to ensure the Einasleigh to 
Forsayth line is repaired and fully operational for the 2025 tourism season. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at nobrien@gulf-savannah.com.au or mobile 0408 051 358 
(after hours 0421 995 205) if you wish to discuss this matter. 

Your sincerely 

  
Neil O’Brien 
Chief Executive Officer 

cc.  Cr Ernie Camp, Chair GSD/Mayor Burke Shire  
 mayor.camp@burke.qld.gov.au  
 
 Cr Jack Bawden, Mayor Carpentaria Shire 
 mayor@carpentaria.qld.gov.au 
 
 Cr Barry Hughes, Mayor Etheridge Shire 
 mayor@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
 
   

mailto:nobrien@gulf-savannah.com.au
mailto:mayor.camp@burke.qld.gov.au
mailto:mayor@carpentaria.qld.gov.au
mailto:mayor@etheridge.qld.gov.au


Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) – Round Two 2024‐25 ApplicaƟon Outcomes 

Applicant name  Project Ɵtle  Status  DRF requested 
funding 

DRF approved 
funding 

Etheridge Shire 
Council 

Design of storm water 
drainage network  Project 

Unsuccessful  $25,000.00   $          ‐    
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National Emergency Management Agency OFFICIAL 

 

EC24-004274  

 

Dear Council Chief Executive Officer / General Manager 

I write to update you on enhancements to the National Emergency Management Agency’s (NEMA) 
Coordination and Planning Officer (CPO) capability. In all circumstances, the Australian 
Government and NEMA are committed to working with State and Territory agencies to support 
communities impacted by disasters.  
 
The CPO capability underpins the Australian Government's commitment that no community 
impacted by a disaster will be left unsupported. The CPO capability, comprising 43 permanent 
positions and 10 additional surge positions, ensures strong coordination with States and 
Territories, connected support to communities, and an ability, when needed, to surge support 
across the nation.  
 
The CPO capability is further complemented by 105 Community Recovery Officers which are 
provided under joint Australian-State governments funded Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA). 
 
CPOs are positioned in all States and Territories, in both metropolitan and regional centres, to 
ensure close proximity to State and Territory operation centres, key government stakeholders, and 
ease of deployment when required. CPOs have deep knowledge of NEMA, and broader 
Australian Government, programs and capabilities and are able to assist State and Territory 
partners with planning, coordination and access to Australian Government agencies, services and 
support.  
 
To support the delivery of this role, CPOs have undertaken broad skills uplift focused on 
Crisis Appreciation and Strategic Planning (CASP), Liaison Officer function, Crisis Coordination 
Teams and the DRFA. This upskilling supports the defined roles of CPOs across the full 
emergency management continuum. The CPOs in each State and Territory are now led by 
strengthened leadership at the Director level. No single, individual CPO is responsible for a 
geographic area. The CPO capability reduces key person risk and ensures communities will be 
supported by CPO state and territory teams, with backup from national surge capacity.  
 
The CPOs work closely with NEMA’s Crisis Coordination Team during an emergency and into the 
recovery phase. They are ideally placed to be the liaison officer between a jurisdiction and the 
Australian Government. Outside of an emergency, the CPOs assist jurisdictional colleagues to 
connect within NEMA to best support them across the full spectrum of emergency management 
including: Recovery Programs, Resilience Programs, Community Programs and the National 
Coordination Mechanism.  
 
The CPO capability includes an enhanced ability to surge with and alongside State and Territory 
partners to disaster impacted areas, when required. NEMA has determined that an annual review 
of CPO surge positions following each higher risk weather season (HRWS) allows for best practice 
management of the capability.  
 
 
 



 
 OFFICIAL 

 

National Emergency Management Agency OFFICIAL 

 

Where recovery has progressed and is being managed through business-as-usual arrangements 
by the responsible state government agency, NEMA will deescalate the surged CPO support and 
retain the position/s in a ‘stand-by’ capacity for the next HRWS. This will ensure that there is 
additional capacity that can be deployed quickly to disaster impacted areas that require a higher 
level of Australian Government support following a crisis event. 
 
The CPO capability for the 2024-25 HRWS is summarised in the table below, with 8 additional 

surge positions held in ‘stand-by’, ready for redeployment as required:  

 QLD NSW / 

ACT 

VIC SA TAS WA NT National 

Coord 

TOTAL 

Metro 4 5 5 3 1 4 2 7 31 

Regional  3  3  1  0  0  1  0  4 12 

Deployed 

Surge 

(regional) 

0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 

TOTAL* 7 (0) 8 (1) 6 (1) 3 (0) 1 (0) 5 (0) 2 (0) 11 43 (2) 

 

*Note: numbers in brackets are temporary surge positions supporting recovery and subject to review of need.  

 
I look forward to NEMA continuing to enhance our partnerships that enable more secure, stronger 
and resilient communities before, during and after disasters. For assistance on any aspect of the 
CPO capability, please contact Angela Cameron, Assistant Coordinator General, Coordination and 
Planning, (angela.cameron@nema.gov.au  0476 688 047) who has leadership for the network 
across Australia.  
 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Brendan Moon 

Coordinator-General 

21 August 2024 

mailto:angela.cameron@nema.gov.au
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