
    



As we reach for the doona with nights cooling down, Council is now getting 
into full stride with a very extensive program of works. There are still a few 
issues getting access roads serviceable, but the main work crews are on the 
job and are doing what they can, where they can. 

Council travelled to Oak Park on the 13th of May to hold a Community 
Consult with members of that area and were treated to a great gathering. 
Community members raised a number of issues which Council will work 
closely with those concerned to improve services to the region. As always, 
the Oak Park community is an energised and engaged community, and I 
say a very big thank you for your attendance. Council also took the 
opportunity to look at a few different roads in that area of the shire whilst on 
the road trip, and the general comment was that travelling surfaces have 
stood up remarkably well given the prolonged wet season. 

This month I travelled to the Gulf to inspect flood height recording 
infrastructure with the Inspector General, Alistair Dawson of Emergency 
Management. Along with Mayor Jack Bawden from Carpentaria Shire and 
Mayor Ernie Camp of Burke Shire, we travelled from Normanton through to 
Burketown, Urana Springs, Gregory, and Three Ways, to familiarise and 
strategize with regard to improvements that are required to implement major 
changes to reporting systems across the sector. I continued on to Karumba 
to chair the NWROC bimonthly meeting, where a full contingent of member 
councils attended and a wide variety of subjects were considered. These 
included North West Queensland Flood Warning Infrastructure, Department 
of Primary Industries Update, NWROC Future Direction and Regional 
Priorities, Draft Budget, LGAQ updates, and a host of updates from relevant 
agencies. 

 

 

 



As you may be aware, the federal government has withdrawn support for 
the following components for DRFA (Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements): 1. Infrastructure Replacement, 2. Restocking, 3. Reseeding, 
leaving impacted regions across the Gulf and North West in a state of limbo. 
Currently, I am working with Local Government, AgForce, Queensland 
Farmers Federation, and state ministers to find a way forward with this 
decision that has been taken. 

As part of the process, I have called for a Summit to take place in the region 
to bring all stakeholders together and push back on an ill-informed 
government decision by a Prime Minister and Treasurer who don't have the 
capacity to understand the ramifications of their unwillingness to support 
such recovery methodologies. Areas of significant impact relate to stock 
fencing loss, water infrastructure loss including irrigation, exclusion fencing 
loss, restocking breeder numbers, and reseeding pastures that have been 
submerged and starved of oxygen and therefore not allowing pastures to 
regenerate. 

Longreach hosted the Bush Councils Convention recently, and as a 
member of the five Bush Councils representatives on the leadership team I 
was asked to partake in a panel to talk about the health service provision 
roll out, and the impediments that impact on liveability and service continuity 
in our communities. 

Around 200 Local Government members 
attended the convention, and a wide and 
varied agenda kept the discussion on a 
robust level with the opportunity to hold 
discussions with Ministers attending the 
conference.  

Council is currently dealing with a number 
of reviews at the moment, including Budget, 
Tenders, Flood Damage, and Asset 
Management, all culminating with end-of-
financial-year responsibilities. 

Until next month, 
Happy Trails. 

Regards, 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
Etheridge Shire Council 

Mayor Barry Hughes speaking at 

the Bush Councils Convention  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
  

Date Venue Time 

17 June 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

15 July 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

12 August 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 September 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

14 October 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

11 November 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 December 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

Ken Timms PSM  
Interim Chief Executive Officer 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



  



  



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



  



 

 

 

 

  



  



  



 

  



  



 

  



  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



  



 


