
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

This month has been very busy for Council on a number of fronts, but we wouldn't have 

it any other way. 

Budget workshops and flood damage contracts are continuing to roll out, with both 
TMR and Council roads finally getting to the rubber on the road status. 

A big warm welcome to Louise as our new CEO, as well as her husband, Chris. Louise 
is busy getting her feet under the desk with a raft of Council projects already underway. 

The Growing Our Regions projects are ticking along, with Cumberland, Terristerial, and 
Copperfield all at various stages of development. Sandy Creek Bridge on the heavy 
vehicle bypass road has now commenced, and various components are being 
constructed off-site to fit the project. Tenders for flood damage projects to the value of 
$33 million have been let, and work will be underway this week. This includes Council's 
own road network, as well as the spillway at Charleston Dam. 

On top of this funding, a further $16 million has now been allocated to ESC for flood 
damage on State-owned roads. 

Mid-August is the projected commencement date for works on the Georgetown–
Forsayth Road, as we await further instructions from TMR in relation to this project. 

Events around the region have been fast and furious, with the Gulf Stockman's 
Challenge seeing a great roll-up of contestants, both young and old, resulting in 
another very successful weekend. 

Pigs and Rigs—what can I say? It just gets better, with a fantastic couple of days that 
were well supported by everyone involved, making for another great event. 

I didn't get to Einasleigh, but from all reports it was another very successful event for 
2026. There were some great photos on social media, especially of the cattle crossing 
the Copperfield Bridge. It just goes to show the versatility of this piece of 
infrastructure—road, rail, and cattle crossing. 

Also, a big shout-out to the Mt Surprise Campdraft organisers for a big weekend of 
activity in the arena, where competition was hot and keenly contested. Well done to all 
involved. 

As of late, we have been advised that the Federal Government has diminished it’s 
portion of disaster funding through the DRFA (Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements) system currently in place. 



The ramifications of such an ill-informed decision by a government so out of touch with 
the reality and the level of disaster support required to sustain regional and remote 
Councils like ours will be a devastating blow for both State and Local Governments 
alike. 

As a result of the Commonwealth's actions, the LGAQ will be mounting a challenge to 
this change in methodology, and I have been asked to fly to Melbourne to assist in the 
pushback against what I see as an ill-conceived strategy. 

Last week I spent some time at the ROC Assembly in Cunnamulla, where Chairs and 
CEOs of the Regional Organisations of Councils met with the LGAQ to discuss the 
current issues and challenges facing our organisations. 

This event was held in Cunnamulla from 13–15 July. Minister Ann Leahy was in 
attendance and provided valuable input, particularly regarding the DRFA cutbacks. 

I was also able to fly with the Minister to Winton and meet with the full Council there, 
where once again the DRFA was high on the agenda. From there we flew to Julia 
Creek and attended the Mt Isa–Townsville Economic Zone function, where Mayors 
from the Gulf and North West hosted a dinner for Minister Ann and Assistant Minister 
Sean Dillon, who was also in attendance. 

The following day, the Minister for Primary Industries attended the Ag Summit, where a 
partnership with the State was agreed upon for NWROC to have a seat at the table for 
the advancement of the Prosper 2050 initiative, including the development of 
agriculture in the Gulf and North West. Once again, DRFA shortfalls were robustly 
discussed. 

A very successful week with unfettered access to high-level ministers over a couple of 
days certainly puts Etheridge Shire in a good position moving forward. 

Until next month 
Happy Trails. 
 
Mayor Barry Hughes 

 

  

Mayor Barry Hughes along with 5 other Queensland mayors 

travelled more than 16,000 kilometres to Melbourne to 

deliver a message to the Federal Government on behalf of 

the communities they serve. Queensland communities need 

certainty that Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 

(DRFA) will be there when they are needed most—during 

times of disaster, when people are at their most vulnerable 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 
  

Date Venue Time 

12 August 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 September 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

14 October 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

11 November 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 December 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

Louise Knol 
Chief Executive Officer 



 

  



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

July 2026 Project Update 

In June, the Kidston Pumped Hydro Project welcomed the Genex Board to view firsthand 

the project's progress. The Board members comprise of Genex and J-Power 

representatives, and the team enjoyed hosting our Australian and Japanese Board 

members to site. 

During the visit, the Board were impressed by the significant progress achieved across 

multiple areas of the project. Highlights included the Unit 2 generator being installed into 

its final location, with auxiliary works continuing to progress, and the assembly of the Unit 1 

stator and rotor nearing completion in the assembly bay ahead of installation.  

Tailrace excavation works have been completed, and concrete works have commenced on 

the outlet structure in Eldridge Pit (lower reservoir). Mechanical piping and electrical works 

are underway throughout all five floors of the powerhouse, while preparations continue for 

the intake canal to receive water, with the final trash racks for the two intake shafts 

scheduled for installation shortly. 

Checkout the photos below 

 

  

Genex Board at the bottom of 

Eldridge Pit and standing in front of 

the two tailraces 

The Board inside the one of the tail race 

tunnels looking out into Eldridge Pit 

Eldridge Pit is the lower reservoir and will 

receive the water from the upper reservoir 

(Wises Dam) after it passed through turbines. 

The Board inspecting unit 

1 stator assembly 



Did you know that a tailrace performs a crucial two-way function? 
• During Generation: water flows from the upper reservoir (Wises Dam), 

through the intake shafts driving the turbines that are located 250m 
underground and exits via the tailrace tunnel into the lower reservoir 
(Eldridge Pit).  

 
• During Pumping: the reversible pump-turbines reverse their rotation, 

drawing water out of the lower reservoir (Eldridge Pit) through the 
tailrace to pump it back up the intake shafts into the upper reservoir 
(Wises Dam) 

 

Genex is proudly sponsoring the Forsayth Turnout and Show and the Georgetown Camp 

Draft that will occur in early August. We are sure that everyone will have a great day 

celebrating the region’s pastoral history, traditions and showcasing farming produce and 

livestock.  

Additional details surrounding the project are provided through the Genex website 

www.genexpower.com.au or can be requested by email to info@genexpower.com.au 

Please direct any expressions of interest to the MDJHJV Email: 
ProcurementQLD@k2hydro.com  

Genex Power is the 100% owner of the Kidston Clean Energy Hub, in which the 250MW 

pumped hydro project will supplement the existing 50MW solar farm. Genex is a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Electric Power Development Co., Ltd (J-POWER). 

 

  

http://www.genexpower.com.au/
mailto:info@genexpower.com.au
mailto:ProcurementQLD@k2hydro.com


 

 

  



Have Your Voice Heard in Parliament House! 

 

Are you - or a young person you know - ready to shape 
Australia’s future? The 2026 Raise Our Voice in Parliament 
campaign is officially underway, and we want to hear from you. 

We’re inviting young people (aged 25 and under) to write a 90-
second speech answering: "What is one big issue shaping your 
future, and what is a meaningful action you want Parliament to 
take on it?" Selected speeches will be read out in Parliament by 
federal, ACT and Queensland members of parliament during 
Youth Voice in Parliament Week (October, 2026), ensuring 
your ideas reach the ears of the nation’s decision-makers. 
Whether you're passionate about climate justice, housing 
affordability, or mental health, this is your platform to turn your 
vision into political reality. Submissions close 7 August, 2026, so 
don't miss out! 

How to get involved: Visit the Raise Our Voice Australia 
website to download the school toolkit and submit your 
speech. 

In a snapshot: 

• Who: Young people aged 25 and under 
• The Task: A 90-second speech (approx. 200 words). 
• Key Deadline: Submissions close August 7, 2026. 

• The Event: Speeches read in Parliament from 12-15 
October 2026 (federal), 20-22 October 2026 (ACT), 27-29 
October 2026 (Queensland)  

 

  

https://raiseourvoiceaustralia.com/schools-toolkit
https://raiseourvoiceaustralia.com/schools-toolkit
https://raiseourvoiceaustralia.com/schools-toolkit
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