


 
 

As mentioned in last month's report we are in the home straight for 2025, well 
with the finish line in sight with just on a fortnight to go things are progressing 
well for the Xmas shutdown. 
 
TMR road works are front and centre of Councils attention with work on the 
Kennedy Highway progressing well with the rock corduroy with gravel overlay 
coming together nicely. This work is being carried out in difficult 
circumstances with lots of water and bottomless mud to contend with. On 
our trip to Hughenden last week CEO Ken and I pulled in to talk to the crew 
and got a first-hand update and a good look at the progress on site. A big 
shout out to Josh and crew for the works completed thus far. 
 
Pretty much a copy and paste for the crew on the Gulf Development Road as 
works progress towards the break. Nice to see the black stuff going down 
there and after having a meeting with TMR head office in Cairns last week 
they indicated that they were happy with where the project was at. 
 
Final meetings for the year for FNQROC and NWROC in Cairns and 
Hughenden respectively this week kept Ken and I busy with business and 
travel where the recent changes to both the Environmental Laws pertaining 
to Agriculture especially those relating to the EPBC act, and the changes to 
the Local Government Legislation Amendment Bill were very topical because 
of the impending impacts on Councils. Both the Minister for Local 
Government and Senator Susan McDonald were in attendance virtually to 
expand on these subjects. 
 
 Some good news on the Natural Resource Management front with 
substantial funding allocations being provided to both Southern and 
Northern regions for projects in the future.  
 
Regional Plans and Housing are still high on the agenda of all councils with 
work continuing to push these topics through increased advocacy from both 
ROC organisations. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

  

On the home front it was great to see the schools of our shire deliver the end 
of year activities and graduation ceremonies. There is always an air of 
excitement with a tinge of sadness as year six students move on and year five 
students step up to take on roles and responsibilities in 2026.  
 
The Horse Sports season is upon us as we countdown to Xmas with 
Einasleigh hosting their event on the weekend where a good roll up of 
competitors travelled for the fun filled program. Georgetown Horse Sports 
are scheduled this weekend which brings to a close a very busy and 
successful year for all the committees related to Rodeo, Campdraft, 
Challenges, Horse Sports, and associated clinics that are all an important 
part of the social fabric of our region. Well done to all those involved and may 
you continue to provide these important events which contribute across 
many layers in our communities.  
 

Works on the Terrestrial Centre are ticking along, and the pouring of the slab 
is expected in January when works resume. A big thank you goes out to all the 
staff and contractors who have been very committed to ensuring that 
projects and associated admin are given every opportunity to be completed 
successfully, your attention to this process is greatly appreciated. 

 Council officially closes for the Xmas break on the 20th of December and 
recommences on the 5th January. 

 On behalf of Etheridge Shire Council, Tammy and I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a safe and happy festive season, followed by a prosperous New 
Year, which will deliver your aspirations in spades and bring you fulfilment 
and fun filled family time in 2026. 

 

Until next month, 
Happy Trails. 
 
Regards 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
Etheridge Shire Council 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

2025 General Meeting Dates 
In accordance with Section 254B of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, Etheridge Shire Council General Meetings for the 2025 calendar 

year are to be held on the following dates in Georgetown. 

 

Ken Timms PSM 

Interim Chief Executive Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Month  Date  Venue  Time  

December  Wednesday, 17th December 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  
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Has your sport or rec club been impacted by severe weather 

events? 

Funding is now available through the Queensland Government’s 

Sport and Recreation Recovery Grant to help your club repair, 

rebuild and restore operations — and prepare for future events. 

Find out more: 

 Sport and Recreation Recovery Grant | Recreation, sport and 

arts | Queensland Government 

@QldSportAndRec  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



 
 
 


