
 

 

  

 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

With the season beginning to change, we welcome the fine weather, which is allowing 
the Council to be out and about a bit more. 

That said, Council is doing its best to open roads so industries and the travelling public 
can get moving, although machines are still breaking through some areas, and damage 
to running surfaces is being experienced. Please be aware that the Kennedy, Gregory, 
Gulf Development Road, Georgetown-Forsayth, and Shortcut Roads are TMR assets, 
and Council is bound by directions, budget, and specifications for works being carried 
out on these roads. 

Council is well and truly aware of the great work being carried out on Council roads by 
our work crews under very trying conditions as a result of a very heavy and prolonged 
wet season. 

As they say, you don’t waste a good disaster, and Council’s project managers at North 
Lane are compiling flood damage data to submit for funding. Once again, it is looking 
substantial given the high rainfall events across the shire. 

Since the last report, I’ve been on the road representing Etheridge Shire at the Civic 
Leaders Forum in Brisbane, along with CEO Ken, which is always a great couple of 
days. While there, Tammy and I attended a dinner hosted by the Governor of 
Queensland, alongside five other councils. The invitation for Etheridge to attend came 
about from Her Excellency's visit to Georgetown and Forsayth last year. I found Her 
Excellency to be a very gracious lady with a caring attitude and great interest in the 
bush, having had a nursing career throughout Regional Queensland. 

I then carried out my role as Chair of the NWROC, attending the Mayoral Delegation to 

Canberra, where we had meetings over three days with Federal Ministers, the newly 

elected leader of the Federal National Party, Matt Canavan, Opposition spokespersons, 

and a range of bureaucrats to hear the concerns of local government from across the 

North West Region. Etheridge Shire has conducted a thorough and extensive process 

to seek to fill the position of CEO, and I am happy to announce that Louise Knol has 

been appointed to the position. 

Louise comes to Etheridge with a solid background in Local Government across all 
elements of the business model under which Etheridge operates. Louise is finalising 
her current arrangements with Winton Shire and will take up her appointment on July 
1st, 2026. Welcome aboard Louise. 
 



As part of this process we say a big thank you to Ken who has filled the position of 
Interim CEO with dedication and distinction, especially guiding us through the recent 
flooding events and keeping Etheridge ticking along with the daily grind of governance 
issues. Ken will stay in the role of Interim until Louise takes over the reins in July.  

The Terrestrial Centre is rapidly taking shape as works progress. Council hosted Griffith 
Uni, Hutche's (builders), and fit-out company DNA here in Georgetown last week to 
ensure both this project and the Cumberland Dam project are on track as per plan and 
design. 

Next week, I’ll be in Brisbane with the FNQROC member councils for meetings with 
State Government Ministers and Opposition members. The Gilbert River Bridge is once 
again high on the agenda, along with the Hann Highway, where I will be urging the 
State to unlock the $70 million allocated by the Federal Government for the sealing of 
the remaining 11 kilometres of this important transport corridor. A meeting with the 
Minister for the Department of Primary Industries has been scheduled, providing an 
opportunity to discuss the Etheridge Ag Precinct and extend another invitation for a visit 
to the flooded Gilbert River area. 

A big well done to Einasleigh for a cracking weekend! Driving into the rodeo grounds 
last Sunday was a pleasant surprise. It was great to see such a good roll-up and a very 
good day of entertainment for spectators. 

From all reports, Georgetown’s Pigs and Rigs event went very well with good 
attendance and helped make a dent in the pig numbers across the region. Well, done 
to the winners in each category as well as the organising committee. 

I would encourage all those who are able to attend the ANZAC services across our 
communities on the 25th of April to do so. ANZAC is becoming more popular, and 
rightly so, given the sacrifices and commitment of those who have gone before us, and 
our front-line service providers who show courage, dedication, and above all, sacrifice. 
Please show your support. 

Closing out this month on a positive note: If you haven’t read the presentations 
delivered by Josie, Carmen, and Melissa at the International Women’s Day function 
here in Georgetown, I would encourage you to do so. Words of wisdom, courage, and 
encouragement, sprinkled with a little humour and life experience, certainly make for a 
good read. It can be found in the March edition of The Inform. Thank you, ladies, and 
well done! 

Until next month, 
Happy Trails. 

Regards, 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
Etheridge Shire Council 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
  

Date Venue Time 

20 May 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

17 June 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

15 July 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

12 August 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 September 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

14 October 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

11 November 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 December 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

Ken Timms PSM  
Interim Chief Executive Officer 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



  



  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



  



 



  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 



 

 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

Gulflander season 2026 

The Normanton to Croydon rail line continues to be impacted by flooding following an 

exceptional wet season. 

Assessments have identified considerable flood damage, with 61 locations across 

approximately 4,879 metres of track requiring inspection and repair. 

We shared a provisional recommencement date of Wednesday, 6 May 2026, however 

based on the increased scope of works required we are now anticipating that Gulflander 

timetabled services and tours will recommence from Wednesday, 3 June 2026. This timing 

is subject to final inspections and repair completion, we will share a further update as works 

progress. 

Interim Gulflander Experience 

While track repairs are underway, our Gulflander team is pleased to offer a short Gulflander 

journey from Normanton railway station to 4-Mile and return. 

This is not our usual operation; however our team is excited to get the Tin Hare moving for 

our customers. These heritage rail experiences will operate for 45 minutes, allowing visitors 

to enjoy a unique taste of the iconic Gulflander journey and stories. 

 

Full details and operating dates for this interim experience will be available on the 

Gulflander website early next week. 

Our team is working diligently to restore the railway to a safe, reliable, and high-quality 

standard, ensuring the Gulflander experience returns to deliver all the favourite customer 

experiences this travel season. 

We look forward to sharing the recommencement dates soon and more than ever our team 

is excited to welcome visitors back for what promises to be a spectacular season on the 

Gulflander. 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



  



 


