
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Hello and welcome to the Mayors Report. 
 
Well Easter is done and dusted, and I hope it delivered all that people were 
hoping for. We now turn our attention to Anzac Day, and I would ask that we all 
support the ceremonies that are taking place in our communities across the 
shire. 
 
The Community Connect gathering in Einasleigh was well attended and the 
community members engaged enthusiastically with council on a whole range of 
topics. It is always great to have community members turn up and advocate 
strongly for improvements to their communities and in doing so provides Council 
with a great platform to work collectively other to achieve better outcomes. 
 
During this month I have travelled to Brisbane to Chair a delegation of Mayors 
from the North West ROC. where meetings with Ministers from the Deputy 
Premier down concerning issues impacting on Local Government were 
conducted over two days. 
In total, eight ministerial meetings took place along with being addressed by the 
Chiefs of Staff for the Treasurer and Local Member Robbie Katter. We were also 
addressed by the administrators of Rex Airlines and given the current state of 
play as well as options to consider when new contracts are released which 
hopefully will include Georgetown on the itinerary.  
Whilst in Brisbane CEO Mark and I met with executives from Genex for a broad 
discussion on project progression at the Kidston site. Council is due for a site 
visit in the near future to see the project first hand and discuss emerging issues 
that have implications for council. 
 
The saturation levels across some of council's road network is causing heartburn 
to our staff and road users with issues still being experienced on the Kennedy and 
Gulf Development Road corridors. Council in conjunction with TMR Cairns are 
managing the situations as best they can given the amount of water still present 
on these sites. Please be patient and abide by the traffic signage in place to keep 
everyone safe. 
 
 



 
 

  This week council were hosts to Griffith Uni once again to carry out a little more 
consultation with Einasleigh and meet with Corporate Services manager Renee 
and myself to discuss the Sport and Rec. strategy for Etheridge Shire as well as 
progressing the Growing our Regions projects for the shire as well. This project 
includes Stage 2 of the Terrestrial development, Cumberland Dam upgrade, The 
Elders Walk in conjunction with the terrestrial  
upgrade. 
 
Discussions are progressing with DPI (Department of Primary Industries) in 
relation to the Etheridge Ag Prescient and the appointment of an administration 
officer to manage the progression of the this project. These talks are going well 
and I would envisage that once expressions of interest are concluded we will see 
the position being filled and rubber on the road. 
Until next month, 
Happy Trails. 
 
Regards 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
Etheridge Shire Council 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

2025 General Meeting Dates 
In accordance with Section 254B of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, Etheridge Shire Council General Meetings for the 2025 calendar 

year are to be held on the following dates in Georgetown. 

 

 

 

Mark Watt 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month  Date  Venue  Time  

May  Wednesday, 21st May 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

June  Wednesday, 18th June 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

July  Wednesday, 16th July 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

August  Wednesday, 20th August 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

September  Wednesday, 17th September 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

October  Wednesday, 15th October 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

November  Wednesday, 19th November 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  

December  Wednesday, 17th December 2025 Georgetown  9:00am  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH WEST 
 

17 APRIL 2025 

Standing together for the North West in the 
capital 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cr Barry Hughes - NWQROC Chair 

Earlier this month, I had the privilege of leading a delegation of the North West 

Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils (NWQROC) to Brisbane. 

Alongside mayors and representatives from across our vast region - from Mount 

Isa to the Gulf, from Cloncurry to Croydon - we brought the voice of the North West 

directly to the steps of Queensland Parliament. 

And let me tell you, we made it count. 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6800717d4b1a8033715c7608&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwqroc.com.au%2F%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D68006e21b5d25773d391918d%26ss_email_id%3D6800717d4b1a8033715c7608%26ss_campaign_name%3DStanding%2Btogether%2Bfor%2Bthe%2BNorth%2BWest%2Bin%2Bthe%2Bcapital%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-04-17T03%253A12%253A20Z&w=60627171f4c1dd74b390ee80&c=b_68006e21b5d25773d391918d&l=en-US&s=IVkEaEPX8caIDTo0_gXQ49VBXEw%3D


 
 

Too often, the tyranny of distance makes it easy for governments in the southeast 

corner to overlook what’s happening up here. But we’re not ones to sit on our 

hands and hope to be noticed. If you want to be heard in Brisbane, you’ve got to 

show up, stand united, and speak with purpose. That’s exactly what we did. 

From aviation to road funding, housing, biosecurity, telecommunications, the 

CopperString project, and the ongoing challenges of flood recovery - we covered 

the issues that matter most to our people and our future. 

One of the greatest strengths of NWQROC and our involvement with the Western 

Queensland Alliance of Councils, is the solidarity across councils. We don’t go to 

Brisbane with a shopping list for just one council. We go as a united front, focussed 

on region-wide priorities and solutions that uplift the whole of North West 

Queensland and where relevant the wider Western Queensland region which 

covers 64% of Queensland. That’s a powerful message and it resonates in the 

halls of power. 

I’d go as far as to say this was one of the most productive delegations I’ve ever 

been part of. Over the jampacked two-day agenda we pushed hard for economic 

equity, and for our fair share of investment to flow back to the powerhouse North 

West of the state. 

Aviation was one of the top topics on the meeting agenda, and rightly so. I know 

how critical reliable air services are to our communities. 

We met with Rex Airlines’ administrators and officials last week. Disappointedly, 

we’ll have to wait until the current administration deadline of 30 June 2025 to find 

out what the future holds. While it continues to be frustrating, but not surprising, 

we got the impression we’re nearing the end of this rocky road and hope to see 

some structural clarity around the future of airline services in our region. 

Outside of aviation, we continued to push for better road funding, disaster 

resilience strategies and investment, and the State Government’s financial 

commitment for transformative projects like CopperString. It simply must proceed. 

There can be no turning back! 

In addition to meetings, a real highlight of the week was the official launch of our 

Jobs North West Queensland (www.jobsnorthwestqueensland.com.au) and Live 

North West Queensland (www.livenorthwestqueensland.com.au) platforms by the 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6800717d4b1a8033715c7608&u=https%3A%2F%2Fjobsnorthwestqueensland.com.au&w=60627171f4c1dd74b390ee80&c=b_68006e21b5d25773d391918d&l=en-US&s=b4omQgWAcf-4klKWyTXjmqWI4rY%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6800717d4b1a8033715c7608&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.livenorthwestqueensland.com.au&w=60627171f4c1dd74b390ee80&c=b_68006e21b5d25773d391918d&l=en-US&s=zM5eiioOHJVv0eAwbhs8fmR8bHE%3D


 
 

Hon Jarrod Bleijie MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations. 

These initiatives, developed in partnership with RDA Townsville and North West 

Queensland funded by the Queensland Government, are a game-changer for our 

region. They showcase local job opportunities and promote the lifestyle we all 

know and love - wide open spaces, strong communities, and a chance to make a 

real difference. 

These platforms will help us attract and retain the skilled workforce we need, while 

also showing the rest of Queensland and the nation that the North West is not just 

a place to work, but a place of great opportunities for individuals and business. 

The catchphrase “Come for the Opportunity, Stay for the Adventure” sums it up 

perfectly! 

Of course, the shadow of flooding was ever-present throughout our time in 

Brisbane. Our hearts and minds remain with those affected across the west. I 

know the pain, the isolation, and the resilience it takes to get through times like 

these. 

What gives me hope is that we’re working with a government that shows empathy 

for the bush. The conversations we had weren’t just heard, they were understood. 

So, to everyone across our region: know that your leaders are fighting for you. 

We’re not just ticking boxes in Brisbane. We’re building bridges, forming 

partnerships, and demanding a future where the North West is not an afterthought, 

but a priority. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6800717d4b1a8033715c7608&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwqroc.com.au%2F%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D68006e21b5d25773d391918d%26ss_email_id%3D6800717d4b1a8033715c7608%26ss_campaign_name%3DStanding%2Btogether%2Bfor%2Bthe%2BNorth%2BWest%2Bin%2Bthe%2Bcapital%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-04-17T03%253A12%253A20Z&w=60627171f4c1dd74b390ee80&c=b_68006e21b5d25773d391918d&l=en-US&s=IVkEaEPX8caIDTo0_gXQ49VBXEw%3D


 
 

 

Hello Georgetown Community! 

Easter has arrived, along with the school holidays, so we hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break 

and fun times together with family and friends. The sun is starting to shine, and it is always such a 

beautiful and inspiring time of the year. 

Its that time of the year when our flu vaccines have arrived! Are you eligible for a free flu vaccine 

this year? The following information can assist you in knowing you are eligible for a free vaccine: 

6 months to less than 5 years. Your little one will need two doses one month apart if they have 

never had the vaccine before. ALL children in this age group are eligible. 

5 years to less than 65 years – If you have a medical condition that predisposes you to severe 

influenza, ALL aboriginal and Torres strait Islander people, all pregnant women at any stage of 

pregnancy. If you are unsure if you qualify in this age group – please fee free to call and speak with 

the nurse on shift. 

65 years and older ALL people in this age group are eligible. 

Please call us on 4062 1266 to make a booking if you qualify for free flu vaccine. 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO OBTAINING SCRIPTS FROM RFDS DOCTOR 

Due to extensive consultation with the RFDS medical team, necessary change has been 

implemented regarding how patients are getting scripts from the RFDS Doctors. Going forward and 

effective immediately ALL patients must make a booking if they would like their script updated. 

Ultimately it was agreed that patient safety was at risk with patients getting scripts without seeing the 

Doctor. If you have extenuating circumstances, and you have seen a doctor in the last 6 months 

please talk to the nurse on shift, as we may be able to arrange a phone consult for you.  

Thank you for your understanding as Queensland Health and RFDS work together to provide gold 

standard health care to the community, with patient safety front and centre in our approach to health 

care delivery. 

 

PATIENT TRAVEL SUBSIDY SCHEME 

We have been receiving travel form C’s without travel approval. 

For each time that you are attending an appointment away from Georgetown please see us at the 

clinic before attending your appointment so we can complete the relevant paperwork to obtain 

approval for travel as this will ensure less delays in the subsidy reimbursement. 

Registration and EFT forms are required to be updated yearly so we also need to check o this when 

submitting forms for subsidy claims. 

We will continue to compete travel forms on Mondays and Wednesdays between 2-4pm. 

We are more than happy to answer any questions about patient travel so please drop into the clinic 

and ask. 



 
 

RFDS DOCTORS CLINIC UPCOMING DATES 

Thursday: 24/04/2025, 08/05/2025, 15/05/2025 

Friday: 02/05/2025 

 

UPCOMING VISITING HEALTH TEAMS: 

 
Women’s’ Health including Cervical screening  
 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO MAKE A BOOKING WITH AN RFDS Dr if you are needing an 

appointment in regard to women’s health and cervical screening on 40621266.  

 
NWRH (Mental Health support) 
Face to face  
Telehealth is offered. 
Referrals can be self-referral, Dr or Nurse referral. Please call us 4062 1266 for more information or 
NWRH 47819300 
 
Allied Health    
Please contact the Georgetown Clinic on 40621266 to have a referral attended to. 
Dates for rest of the year to be advised, we will let you all know as soon as these are confirmed 

 

Dentist Visit dates 
12/05/25 - 16/05/25 children's dental 
 
26/05/25 - 30/05/25 children's dental 
 
09/06/25 - 13/06/25 adult dental 
 
28/07/25 - 01/08/25 adult dental 
 
22/09/25 - 26/09/25 adult dental 
 
10/11/25 - 14/11/25 adult dental 
 
Call 1300 300 850 to make a booking. Payments are required for those without a concession card. 
 
Optometrist – Outside Optical 
 
10/6 – held in main clinic 
2/9 - held in dental clinic 
 
Please call Outside Optical on 07 47862034 to make an appointment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
MEN’S HEALTH CLINIC 
 
Dates for 2025: 
 
24/04/2025 
14/08/2025 
4/12/2025 
 
Dr Geoff Clarke the RFDS Nurse Practitioner will once again be offering Men’s Health Clinics to our 
community.  Appointments can be booked via the Georgetown clinic on 40621266. 
 
SKIN CHECK CLINICS – WITH RFDS DOCTOR AND NURSE 
 
2/5 
30/5 
27/6 
 
Bookings are made by Georgetown Clinic. 
 
 
 
Thank you and Kind Regards, 

Serena and Jas 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITY (CASUAL) OPERATIONAL SERVICES 

OFFICER 

 

HIRING NOW 
 

• EXCELLENT HOURLY RATES 

• ON CALL ALLOWANCE AND OVERTIME RATES ALSO APPLY (WHEN CALLED OUT FOR THE 

AMBULANCE). TIME AND A HALF FOR THE FIRST 3 HOURS) THEN DOUBLE TIME THEREAFTER. ALL 

CALL OUTS PAID AT MINIMUM OF 2 HOURS – EVEN IF WE ONLY NEED YOU FOR 20 MIN! 

• WE NEED SOMEONE WITH REASONABLE COMPUTER SKILLS TO WORK IN OUR OFFICE: ANSWERING 

PHONE CALLS, PATIENT BOOKINGS, BASIC PAPER PROCESSING, SCANNING, FAXING AND FILING. 

• THIS JOB IS A “JACK OF ALL TRADES JOB” AND ALSO REQUIRES YOU TO CLEAN AND GARDEN. 

• WE WILL ALSO REQUIRE YOU TO DRIVE FOR OUR AMBULANCE ON OUR ROSTER. 

• UNIFORMS PROVIDED, EXCELLENT WORKING TEAM, OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL GROWTH 

AND MORE!!! 

• FULL TRAINING AND SUPPORT PROVIDED 

• PLEASE CONTACT SERENA OR JASMOND AT GEORGETOWN PHC IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, TO MAKE A 

TIME TO DISCUSS APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIRMENTS 40621266 

• APPLICATIONS CLOSE 01/05/2025 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 
 
 


