
 

 



   

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR    

 

Hello and Welcome to the Mayors Report. 

Our small communities across the shire all produced some fantastic events 

throughout the year and Mt Surprise fits right on in that space with the launch 

of the “Banging in the Basalt” extravaganza since the last newsletter. Mt 

Surprise school children excelled in their presentation of the song, Principal 

Brooke and staff delivered an excellent result and the community support was 

spot on. 

Well done to all associated with the event as it was a great night and good 

attendances from far and wide. 

Also I would like to acknowledge the “Inaugural Stockman's Challenge” 

event that took place in Georgetown recently. What was great was that the 

kids were getting exposure to first class industry leading mentors who were 

very helpful to all who attended. I attended the first afternoon’s activity and 

was very impressed with the support that was on show and the calibre of 

horsemanship being displayed. Once again well done to the organisers and I 

am led to believe this event is here to stay and to grow even bigger and better. 

 

CEO Ken and I travelled to Mt Isa this month to attend the North West 

Regional Organisation of Councils (NWROC) bi-monthly meeting and 

Annual General Meeting. Well attended and a good line up of presenters saw 

for an interesting couple of days in the capital of the North West. 

This included subjects relating to Regional Energy and Electricity Supply 

Projects, Updates on the Gravel Pits Saga and Quarry Permits (DAF), 

Queensland Reconstruction Authority, Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan, 

Southern Gulf NRM. 

Also on the agenda was the North West Region Stakeholder Advisory 

Committee (SAC) meeting which falls under the auspices of State 

Development. 

The Western Alliance of Councils (WAC) meets in Winton this month and 

Council will have a presence there through their affiliation with NWROC. 

Twenty two western councils make up the WAC organisation and provides a 

great platform to promote and pursue issues impacting on regional and remote 

councils. A priority issue for Etheridge is the Gravel Pits saga and associated 

Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUA) that need to accompany these 

permits. 



 

 

Flood Damage is now gaining momentum as I write, and as Zone 1 nears 

completion Zone 2 is underway with Zone 5 being prepared for gravel supply 

and delivery. 

Council is receiving good feedback from road users on the quality of works 

being delivered by the staff in Councils workforce and contractors alike so a 

big shout out to all involved. 

As I close this report to make the printing deadline the Georgetown Rodeo is 

looming so good luck to the organisers and may your event be a successful 

one. 

 

Coming up over the next few weeks a snapshot of calendar of events. 

Regional Policing: An update from Assistant Commissioner for Far North 

Region regarding future policing arrangements for our region. 

Western Alliance of Councils: To be held in Winton. 

Department of Resources: Upcoming visit by the Dept. to address Council 

and landholders on various subjects. Subject to further planning. 

FNQROC: Cooktown and Hopevale to host the bi-monthly meeting of 

FNQROC members. 

Council General Meeting: 11/10/23 

CHHHS: Cairns Hinterland Hospital and Health Service to visit and update 

Council. 

LGAQ: Annual Conference, Mayor, Deputy Mayor and CEO to attend. 

 

Until next month 

Happy Trails. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Barry Hughes 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

  

Month  Date  Venue  Time  

October  Wednesday, 11th October 2023 Georgetown  9:00am  

November  Wednesday, 15th November 2023 Georgetown  9:00am  

December  Wednesday, 13th December 2023 Georgetown  9:00am  

Ken Timms 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Etheridge Shire Council  

PO Box 12 

GEORGETOWN QLD 4871 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Geological Survey of Queensland (part of the Department 

of Resources) will soon be conducting an airborne geophysical 

survey over parts of the Etheredge Shire Council region (see 

map below). Flying for this survey will occur from August to 

October 2023 weather permitting. 

The airborne survey will be conducted by a Cessna 208 fixed-

wing aircraft flying at approximately 60 metres above the ground 

along east-west lines approximately 100 metres apart and 

north-south lines approximately one kilometre apart. The survey 

uses passive sensors to measure and record natural magnetic 

and radiometric information about the underlying rocks. 

Analysis of the data will provide important information on the 

distribution of rock types and will ultimately lead to a much better 

understanding of the geology in the area. Similar regional 

geophysical surveys have been conducted throughout 

Queensland and Australia.  

The survey has been contracted to Xcalibur Aviation, who is a 

reputable and experienced airborne geophysics company. As 

the survey progresses, Xcalibur Aviation will be contacting 

landholders in the vicinity of current survey operations. The call 

sign for the aircrafts conducting the survey is VH-ZKA and VH-

ZKG and pilots will be monitoring local VHF & UHF frequencies.  

 



 

If you have any concerns, or would like further information on 

the survey, please contact Mr Matthew Greenwood, Manager 

Regional Compilations  

Matthew.Greenwood@resources.qld.gov.au 

  



 

 

  



  

 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO ACCESS THE HEALTH CENTRE FOR 

NON-URGENT BOOKINGS AND EMERGENCIES AFTER HOURS 

 

OPENING HOURS: 

Mon – Fri 9am -12pm & 2pm – 4pm 

Sat/Sun/Public Holidays 10pm – 12pm 

 

EMERGENCIES ONLY WILL BE SEEN AFTER HOURS – CALL 000 

OR PRESS THE RED EMERGENCY BUTTON AT THE HEALTH 

CENTRE FRONT DOOR 

 

The clinic phone is diverted afterhours and when the nurse is taking a fatigue break or attending 

an emergency away from the health centre.  

You can phone the Health Centre from 8:00am to 4:00pm weekdays and 10:00am to 4:00pm 

on weekends/public holidays. 

AFTERHOURS YOU WILL BE PROMPTED TO RING 000. SELECT THE OPTION FOR 

AMBULANCE. 

The Ambulance call centre will contact the Nurse on Shift, while taking 

your details. It is important when you hang up from the ambulance that 

you stay off your phone so that the nurse can call you back.  

 

Also, a reminder that if you require medical information to phone the clinic on 40621266. 

It is not appropriate to message clinic staff via messenger on Facebook or on private phone numbers. 

If it is non urgent and afterhours, and you want to speak to a health professional, you can always phone 

13HEALTH (13 43 25 84) for information. 

 

FOR NON-URGENT CONSULTS BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

PLEASE CALL AHEAD OF ARRIVING WHEREVER POSSIBLE SO THAT HEALTH CENTRE 

STAFF CAN MAKE A BOOKING (4062 1266). WHEN THE NURSE IS WITH ANOTHER 

PATIENT YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO LEAVE A MESSAGE ON OUR ANSWERING 

SYSTEM, OR WITH OUR HELPFUL STAFF AND YOUR CALL WILL BE ANSWERED IN 

TURN.  



 

  

Daffodil day 

Big thank you to Deidre for 

organizing Daffodil Day.  

$402.15 was raised. 

On another note…..Huge 

Birthday wishes go to Janet 

Ryan, hope your day was a 

good one. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

                  

 

 

  

 

 
   

Shout out and big thank you to a special group of people, 

with whom the weekend would not have been possible. 

Judges- Brett Blennerhassett, Bridie Hughes, Tracy 

Davies, Jessica Spoor 

Hay donors Glen and Cheryl 

Connolly 



   

 

Cattle donors Kelvin and Kelly 

Bethel 

Some of the Gulf Challenge Girls! Included is President/cattle 

donor/bar manager, hay donor/toilet cleaner, announcer, secretary, 

treasurer, penciller/backyard worker to name a few of the jobs these 

girls did (including competing!) Thanks so much for getting the job 

done. To all our Gulf Challenge members thank you all so much for 

your support and time. Everybody put in their share so thank you all 

so much for making our show a success. You should all be proud of 

the professional and well run event and looking forward to next year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Great action shots 

on the day. 
 

Cowgirls doing what 

cowgirls do…..  



Congratulation to all the students of Georgetown State School in competing 

in the Karumba Festival of Sports.  They should very proud of themselves, 

bringing home many medals and trophies.  A huge thank you to Gill Graham 

and Thomo for the time and effort they both put into training the children.  



 

Karumba Festival of Sports - 2023 

  



 

  



  



  



 

UTREACH PHYSIOTHERAPY  

The outreach Physiotherapist visits Mt Surprise, Einasleigh, Forsayth, 

Georgetown and Croydon on a 3-day trip 5 times each year.  

Physiotherapists provide individual assessment and management for a range 

of conditions including: 

Musculoskeletal injuries including fractures and muscle/joint pain 

 Balance/walking difficulties/falls prevention  

 Recovery after surgery, for example total knee replacement  

 Pelvic floor health / return to exercise after pregnancy  

 Lung conditions including emphysema and bronchiectasis 

 Neurological conditions such as stroke, nerve damage, spinal injury 

 Burns 
 

Physiotherapy treatment generally consists of: 

 Exercise prescription 

 Mobility aid prescription 

 Strapping/taping 

 Facilitation of correct movement patterns 

 Patient and carer education 

 Manual therapy 
 

If you think you may benefit from physiotherapy intervention, please discuss 

with the visiting RFDS Doctor or your local clinic nurse. If indicated, they will 

send a referral to us to follow up with you at our next visit. There is also 

Telehealth available where consults can take place via videoconferencing as 

appropriate. 

 

 

 

 



WHAT IS SOCIAL WORK? 

Social Work is an Allied Health Professional Discipline. Social Workers are 

dedicated to helping people achieve optimum levels of personal and social 

wellbeing. 

This Atherton Hospital Social Work service provides support in the Health 

setting in the Community - Counselling, Education, Advocacy individual & 

group settings. 

Social Workers can be accessed in the Community setting, and can also be 

accessed in Rural & Remote Communities via Tele Health/Video conferencing. 

Atherton Community Social Work can provide assistance for consumers in the 

Remote areas accessing - 

• Anti- natal care in the Outpatient setting,  

• Consumers receiving Chemotherapy in an Outpatient setting, 

• Consumers in a Community setting including youth to aged care needs. 

• Carer support. 

• Palliative care concerns. 

 

Tele Health allows for consumers to have access to services sooner, removes 

the need to travel to another centre for care and allows interaction with Social 

Worker in a familiar environment. 

If you would like to make a referral to Atherton Hospital Social Worker, or 

discuss a referral, please call 40910201.



 

 

 

 

  



Rhodes grass 4 X 3 round bales $40.00 plus GST. 

Peanut hay 4 X 3 round bales $80.00 including. 

Ebony Cow Pea 4 X 3 round bales $40.00 plus GST. 

Contact Glen Thomson 0409989076. 

Pick up Tonks Camp forest home road. 

Delivery can be arranged for small body truck load in the Georgetown area for a 

fee. 

 

Advertise here! Any “for sale” items



P 

Delivery can be arranged for small body truck load in the 

Georgetown area for a fee. 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

October 
ALL MONTH 

Seniors Month  

2nd – Kings Birthday – Council Office 
Closed 

11th – Etheridge Shire Council General 
Meeting 

14th – Silversmith workshop 

18th – Rates Discount Ends 

 

November 
 10th – Christmas Night Markets – 
Georgetown 

15th – Etheridge Shire Council 
General Meeting  

18th – Gregg Bethel Memorial 
Cricket Match 
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INFORM ARTICLES  
The Inform will be distributed on the last Thursday of each month unless unforeseen circumstances prevent this. Articles 

need to be submitted electronically to inform@etheridge.qld.gov.au by no later than 1.00pm on the Wednesday prior. 

Late articles will not be published. Previous versions of The Inform can be found at www.etheridge.qld.gov.au 

 

Calendar of Community Events 2023 
   


