
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring has sprung and as the days warm up so does the increased risk of fire, 
so a timely reminder to stay alert with regard to this matter. Fuel loads on 
ground are in high volumes and conditions are already presenting challenges 
across the region with large fires in the Mareeba and Normanton districts. 

Ongoing issues dealing with the Flying Fox invasion continue to raise 
concerns for Council around loss of trade for all our businesses as well as the 
concern pertaining to health and wellbeing of all residents impacted by the 
colony roosting in town. 

Council will continue to liaise and assist in managing this issue and has to this 
point had very little response from the State through the Dept. of Environment 
which holds jurisdiction in relation to the invasion. 

As stated in the public notice distributed by Council, the responsibilities centre 
around - 

1. Compliance with State Legislation and Guidelines. 
2. Community wellbeing and amenity. 
3. Public health and safety. 
4. Protection of Council's facilities and public spaces. 
5. Conservation of native wildlife. 

Council must adhere to Legislative and Regulatory guidelines or face the risk 
of penalties being applied through large fines if inappropriate activities are 
undertaken. 

Last week I attended the FNQROC meeting held in Mossman where a majority 
of Mayors from the region were represented. Once again, the Disaster 
Funding debacle was high on the agenda and the growing tide of push back 
on this issue is expanding daily as Local Governments around the nation come 
to terms with the extent of the financial fallout impacting Councils of all shapes 
and sizes. 

 



To make things even more untenable the Federal Minister Kristy McBain flew 
into Cairns the day before the FNQROC meeting and met with a few coastal 
Mayors unannounced to those of us on this side of the Great Divide, POOR 
FORM I would suggest. 

Councillors and support staff travelled to the Gilbert River Community shed on 
Wednesday 9th September to meet with residents in that area to discuss 
concerns, enquiries, and ideas. A big thank you to all who attended with good 
robust discussions a result of the meeting. Roads, gravel pits and quality of 
material, B.O.M. river heights and rainfall gauges, signage were all given an 
airing at the meeting. 

Unfortunately the Georgetown-Forsayth road construction project start was 
halted due to naturally occurring asbestos in the soil which has delayed 
momentarily the works getting underway. 

Samples are being tested as I write this report and things should be up and 
going once results are received. 

This week I travel to Atherton to attend a full day workshop on Bio-Security 
briefings and updates regarding a number of important issues. 

These include: 

• How Local Government can support a Bio-security response. 

•  Strengthen understanding of coordination, communication, and 
decision making arrangements. 

• Identify local and regional capability gaps, challenges, and 
improvement opportunities. 

• Share and compare between all relevant agencies. 

• Contribute to the future preparedness activities across Queensland. 

This week CEO Louise and I along with Cr. Carroll met with the QPS 
representatives from Cairns and Brisbane to progress the policing issues here 
in our region. We were able to secure a commitment with regard to having an 
extra vehicle based here in Georgetown before the upcoming wet season to 
service the region. Ongoing discussions are continuing with regard to the 
housing issue both here and Forsayth. 

Until next month, 

Happy Trails. 

Kind Regards 

Mayor Barry Hughes. 



Etheridge Shire Council 

  



 

 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 

 
  

Date Venue Time 

16 September 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

14 October 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

11 November 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 December 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

Louise Knol 
Chief Executive Officer 



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



  



  



  



 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



                                                                                                                                       

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Dear Georgetown Community Members  

 

First of all as many of you will now know Serena has resigned from her position at 

the clinic to take on the Role of Director of Nursing and Midwifery, Population and 

Primary Health in the Northern Territory. 

Serena has dedicated the last 8.5 years in Georgetown as the DON and she will be 

difficult to replace.  I’m sure many if not most of you have been under the care of 

Serena while she has been in Georgetown and are thankful to have someone at the 

clinic they knew they could depend on when needed. 

We thank Serena for all she has done for the clinic during her time and wish her the 

absolute best on her new adventure which I am sure she will excel in! 

 

Indra Mulholland has also left Georgetown to head over to Northern Territory. 

 

We thank Indra for her dedication to the clinic and for doing a bulk of the Ambulance 

oncall which without her we would not have been able to run the ambulance.  We 

wish her all the best for her next journey. 

 

A big thank you to Carmen Ryan and Rod Tansey for taking on the oncall of the 

Ambulance while we go through recruitment.  Without your dedication to the 

community we would have no ambulance.  We appreciate all you do! 

 



Please see below a list of our services and other relevant information for you about 

our health service. If you would like further information and need assistance from us 

in any way, please free to call us. 

Due to increased callouts in the Ambulance and fatigue leave required to be taken 

our clinic can be closed during hours of normal operation, this may also mean that 

we are in an emergency with a patient in the clinic and we will not be available 

through the clinic phone.  A reminder if this is an emergency please contact 000, if it 

is not an emergency please leave a message on the clinic phone and we will return 

your call as soon as we are able to. 

 

WE ARE HIRING 

Casual cleaner to fill vacancy gaps. Must have a driver’s licence, ability to work in 

Australia, no criminal history, over 18 and willingness to work in a health care team 

environment. You must ensure you are fit to undertake cleaning duties and disclose 

any pre-existing injuries that may affect your ability to work as a cleaner. 

Please apply with a cover letter detailing your cleaning experience, a current resume 

with 2 recent work references (one of these must be a supervisor you have had 

within the last 2 years). Casual allowance, uniforms and training provided. Please 

see Serena or Jas if you are interested. We welcome your application. 

 

ANNUAL FLU VACCINATIONS  

Free and available from the ages of 6 months and over. Please contact the clinic to 

make a booking. 

 

PATIENT TRAVEL INFORMATION 

All patient travel must be approved by the Director of Nursing before you are leaving 

Georgetown for your appointment. When you come in Indra in reception will also 

check all the other important forms on file are up to date. Patient travel can now be 

attended most days of the week, but please call ahead so we can ensure Indra is 

on shift.  A reminder that travel will only reimburse you to the closest town where the 

appointment can be held, for example if a scan can be done in Atherton but you 

choose to go to Cairns, reimbursement amounts will be calculated on Atherton. 

RFDS DOCTORS CLINIC UPCOMING DATES FOR 2026 

Thursday: 3rd Sept, 10th Sept, 24th Sept, 1st Oct  

Friday: 18th Sept 

If you can’t attend your appointment, please contact the clinic to notify staff, so the 

appointment can go to another patient who is on the waitlist. 



UPCOMING VISITING HEALTH TEAMS: 

 
NWRH (Mental Health support) 
Face to face  
Service is free 
Telehealth is offered.  
Home visits can be arranged. 
Consults can be held privately at Savannah House in the NWRH consulting space.  
Referrals: can be self-referral, or Doctor or Nurse referral. Please call us 4062 1266 
for more information or NWRH 4781 9300. 
 
VISITING DENTIST  
 

  
07/09/26-11/09/26 Adult 

19/10/26-23/10/26 Adult 

23/11/26-27/11/26 Adult 

 
Please call 1300 300 850 to make a booking. Payments are required for those 
without a concession card. 
 
 
WOMEN’S HEALTH NURSE 
 
19th November  
 
Please contact the clinic on 40620000 to make an appointment for the Women’s 
Health Nurse 
 
 

Kind regards, 

Jasmond 

Directors of Nursing 

Georgetown PHC. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                Furry Tales 

Dora vs The Gilbert River 

When the emergency calls started rolling in and the Gilbert River began flexing its 
muscles, Blancourt Station knew it was about to cop a proper soaking. With the 
owners away, the call went out to trusted family friends, Kelvin and Kelly—good 
sorts you want in your corner when things turn pear-shaped. 

They arrived with purpose: dogs loaded, cat (in theory) secured, and horses 
shifted to higher ground before the Gilbert came charging through like it owned 
the joint. The place was prepped, the job nearly done… except for one small, furry 
complication. 

Dora the cat. 

Now Dora, being a cat of strong opinions and questionable listening skills, could 
not be located. Not under beds, not behind cupboards, not even in her usual “I’m 
not coming out and you can’t make me” hiding spots. Meanwhile, the water was 
rising quicker than gossip at the Wenaru Hotel. Faced with a tough call, Kelvin 
made the decision no stockman enjoys—he had to leave Dora behind. 



Cheryl took the news with a heavy heart, but also with a fair bit of country logic. 

 
“That cat’ll be right,” she reckoned. “She’ll find her way upstairs, ride it out, and 
be sittin’ there waitin’ with a story when we get back.” 

Well… turns out Dora had a different plan. 

The flood came and went, and when the family returned, Dora was nowhere to be 
seen. Gone. Vanished. Not a whisker, not a paw print, not even a half-hearted 
“meow” of complaint. For months, the grandkids kept asking the same question: 

“Has Dora come back yet?” 

Seven long months passed. Plenty of time for theories to grow legs. 

Had she surfed the mighty Gilbert River like some sort of four-legged pro? 
Fought off crocodiles with nothing but attitude and sharp claws? 
Been stalked by dingoes and come out on top? 
Or was she out there, somewhere, just walking home at her own pace—because, 
well… she’s a cat? 

Then one evening, right on dinner time, Cheryl heard it. 

A familiar, unimpressed little meow at the door. 

In strolls Dora. 

Skinny? Yep. 
Looking like she’d seen a few things? Absolutely. 
Grateful to be home? Not even slightly. 

She walked in like she’d just ducked out for the afternoon. No explanations. No 
apologies. Straight to the bowl like, “What’s for tea and why is it late?” 

So where was Dora all that time? 

No one knows.  

And if there’s one thing certain in this world, it’s this— 
if Dora the Explorer could talk, she wouldn’t tell us anyway. 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



  



 

 


