
 

  



 

 

 

 

Things have been very busy here at Etheridge Shire Council over the last month. 
Councillors have been very active on a number of fronts, keeping business moving 
forward in relation to delivering the budget, signing off on the CBA (Community Benefit 
Agreement) with Genex, community consultation in Mt Surprise, workshops, new 
camp accommodation, DRFA tenders, and taking possession of the Forsayth Road 
construction site in readiness for work to commence on the bitumen sealing. 

I take this opportunity to say thanks to Councillors, Officers and Staff who, in my 
absence, have kept things ticking along. 

August has been a busy month for myself as well, travelling to Alice Springs to attend 
the Developing Northern Australia Conference, where the agenda was packed with 
topics that resonated with what Local Government is dealing with at the moment. 
Agriculture, housing, liveability, critical minerals, roads, ports and renewable energy 
were all open for discussion, and access to Ministers from across three states 
provided opportunities that are not often available. 

From Alice Springs, I flew to Canberra to meet up with a contingent of Mayors from 
FNQROC to hold two days of Ministerial meetings, as well as discussions with 
Shadow Ministries and Chiefs of Staff across a broad range of topics, all impacting 
Local Governments in some way. 

Disaster Recovery Funding was always high on the agenda, and whilst I didn’t get a 
Ministerial meeting during my Melbourne trip, we were able to meet with Minister 
McBain in Canberra for a lengthy discussion, which will keep the debate moving 
forward and hopefully get some logic into the methodology being proposed by the 
Feds. 

Fifteen meetings over two days, from the Deputy Prime Minister’s office down, 
including Ministers from the portfolios of Transport, Finance, Resources, Emergency 
Management and Regional Development, plus high-profile Senators Susan 
McDonald, Pauline Hanson and Nita Green, to name a few. 

Fun Fact: This equates to over sixteen kilometres of walking through the corridors to 
attend and access these politicians on their turf over two days. 

On 18th & 19th August, Engineer Alan, Councillor Carroll and I travelled to Kidston to 
meet with Genex and discuss a range of issues that are to be considered on an annual 
basis, as well as looking at the progression of the overall project across the pumped 
hydro, solar and battery storage components. 



This visit comes hot on the heels of the Community Benefit Agreement signed by both 
parties, where considerable funding under the agreement is delivered to Etheridge 
Shire for allocation to projects and disbursed accordingly. 

Another two major events have been run and won here in Etheridge recently, with the 
Forsayth Turnout and Etheridge Shire Show combined with the Bull Sale delivering a 
fantastic weekend of festivities. Well done to all who make this iconic weekend the 
success that it is. 

The Georgetown Campdraft once again provided a spirited weekend of very 
competitive drafting, and what is so good about this event is that it attracts competitors 
from eight to eighty years old who all give their best. 

The week of the 24th, I will be in Brisbane for the Western Alliance of Councils Annual 
Convention, where, as Chair of NWROC, I will be facilitating sessions within the 
agenda. I have also just received news that Federal Minister Kristy McBain, Minister 
for Disasters, will be in attendance. 

It would seem our meetings last week in Canberra with her are paying dividends, as 
she was unavailable to attend prior to those discussions and is now making enquiries 
to present at WAC. Here’s hoping that common sense and logic can prevail. 

North West Shires stand to lose hundreds of millions of dollars under the new 
methodologies being pushed forward by the Commonwealth. This is truly a fight worth 
having to ensure that we protect the ability of councils like ours and secure the funding 
required to maintain an effective level of service delivery after disasters. 

Bats are causing havoc in the community of Georgetown, and Council is assisting 
businesses where possible to move them on. There are very strict and narrow 
guidelines around what Councils can and can’t do in relation to this matter, but we are 
well and truly aware of the impacts that these animals bring, and we will continue to 
work with those who are being impacted. 

In closing this report, I would like to acknowledge the hours of commitment that D.O.N. 
Serena Mullholland delivered to the community during her time spent at the 
Georgetown Clinic. Service delivery in this space is a challenging environment, and 
Serena’s commitment has been exemplary. 

We wish you all the best for the next chapter of your journey and thank you immensely 
for your service to our community. 

Until next month, 
Happy Trails. 
 
Regards, 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
Etheridge Shire Council 
 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 

 
  

Date Venue Time 

16 September 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

14 October 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

11 November 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

16 December 2026 Georgetown 9:00am 

Louise Knol 
Chief Executive Officer 



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



  



  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

                                                                                                                                              

  



  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

Dear Georgetown Community Members  

 

First of all as many of you will now know Serena has resigned from her position at 

the clinic to take on the Role of Director of Nursing and Midwifery, Population and 

Primary Health in the Northern Territory. 

Serena has dedicated the last 8.5 years in Georgetown as the DON and she will be 

difficult to replace.  I’m sure many if not most of you have been under the care of 

Serena while she has been in Georgetown and are thankful to have someone at the 

clinic they knew they could depend on when needed. 

We thank Serena for all she has done for the clinic during her time and wish her the 

absolute best on her new adventure which I am sure she will excel in! 

 

Indra Mulholland has also left Georgetown to head over to Northern Territory. 

 

We thank Indra for her dedication to the clinic and for doing a bulk of the Ambulance 

oncall which without her we would not have been able to run the ambulance.  We 

wish her all the best for her next journey. 

 

A big thank you to Carmen Ryan and Rod Tansey for taking on the oncall of the 

Ambulance while we go through recruitment.  Without your dedication to the 

community we would have no ambulance.  We appreciate all you do! 

 



Please see below a list of our services and other relevant information for you about 

our health service. If you would like further information and need assistance from us 

in any way, please free to call us. 

Due to increased callouts in the Ambulance and fatigue leave required to be taken 

our clinic can be closed during hours of normal operation, this may also mean that 

we are in an emergency with a patient in the clinic and we will not be available 

through the clinic phone.  A reminder if this is an emergency please contact 000, if it 

is not an emergency please leave a message on the clinic phone and we will return 

your call as soon as we are able to. 

 

WE ARE HIRING 

Casual cleaner to fill vacancy gaps. Must have a driver’s licence, ability to work in 

Australia, no criminal history, over 18 and willingness to work in a health care team 

environment. You must ensure you are fit to undertake cleaning duties and disclose 

any pre-existing injuries that may affect your ability to work as a cleaner. 

Please apply with a cover letter detailing your cleaning experience, a current resume 

with 2 recent work references (one of these must be a supervisor you have had 

within the last 2 years). Casual allowance, uniforms and training provided. Please 

see Serena or Jas if you are interested. We welcome your application. 

 

ANNUAL FLU VACCINATIONS  

Free and available from the ages of 6 months and over. Please contact the clinic to 

make a booking. 

 

PATIENT TRAVEL INFORMATION 

All patient travel must be approved by the Director of Nursing before you are leaving 

Georgetown for your appointment. When you come in Indra in reception will also 

check all the other important forms on file are up to date. Patient travel can now be 

attended most days of the week, but please call ahead so we can ensure Indra is 

on shift.  A reminder that travel will only reimburse you to the closest town where the 

appointment can be held, for example if a scan can be done in Atherton but you 

choose to go to Cairns, reimbursement amounts will be calculated on Atherton. 

RFDS DOCTORS CLINIC UPCOMING DATES FOR 2026 

Thursday: 3rd Sept, 10th Sept, 24th Sept, 1st Oct  

Friday: 18th Sept 

If you can’t attend your appointment, please contact the clinic to notify staff, so the 

appointment can go to another patient who is on the waitlist. 



UPCOMING VISITING HEALTH TEAMS: 

 
NWRH (Mental Health support) 
Face to face  
Service is free 
Telehealth is offered.  
Home visits can be arranged. 
Consults can be held privately at Savannah House in the NWRH consulting space.  
Referrals: can be self-referral, or Doctor or Nurse referral. Please call us 4062 1266 
for more information or NWRH 4781 9300. 
 
VISITING DENTIST  
 

  
07/09/26-11/09/26 Adult 

19/10/26-23/10/26 Adult 

23/11/26-27/11/26 Adult 

 
Please call 1300 300 850 to make a booking. Payments are required for those 
without a concession card. 
 
 
WOMEN’S HEALTH NURSE 
 
19th November  
 
Please contact the clinic on 40620000 to make an appointment for the Women’s 
Health Nurse 
 
 

Kind regards, 

Jasmond 

Directors of Nursing 

Georgetown PHC. 

  



 To the Etheridge Shire community 

Many of you will now know that I have recently relocated to take up a promotion in a 

senior executive leadership role. Deciding to leave my role as your Director of Nursing in 

Georgetown was not made lightly and was incredibly hard to do. I have seen your 

children grow, I have been there when you have lost a loved one, and I have navigated 

your health journey alongside you. I am deeply grateful for the valuable connections 

made and the amazing experiences I have had, and I hold immense admiration for the 

resilient people in this community. Now that my time in the community has come to its 

close, I look back with pride at the milestones we achieved together. I wanted to extend 

my sincere thanks to the community for the support over the last eight years, and wish 

you all the very best for the future.  

For me, I will continue on what I call my life’s work, dedicated to advocating for equitable 

healthcare to underserved communities, and those living in the most remote and isolated 

places in Australia. “Ask yourself what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because 

what the world needs is people who have come alive” (Quote by Howard Thurman). 

Goodbye (for now) and thank you, 

Serena Mulholland.  

 

 



Intake canal. The wall between 

Wises Dam and the intake canal 

will be removed prior to 

commissioning 

 

August 2026 Project Update 

August was another busy month at Kidston with works 

progressing to ensure a timely run into commissioning. 

One area of significant progress was in Kidston’s intake canal, 
which contains two 230m deep 4m diameter intake shafts, had 
their trash racks installed over them.  The intake shafts service 
the turbines located in the underground powerhouse with typical 
flowrates of 65m3/s per unit– that’s a total flow of 130 
intermediate bulk containers every second! 

The intake canal is located on the upper dam, Wises Dam, and 

when the time comes to commissioning the underground 

waterways, water will be transferred into the intake canal to 

equalize water levels and the cofferdam wall located between the 

canal and Wises Dam will then carefully be removed. Once 

removed, water from Wises Dam will enter the intake canal, pass 

down the intake shafts and flow into the turbines and in turn 

generate electricity by spinning the generator at speeds up to 

375rpm. The water then exits via the tailrace tunnels into the 

Eldridge Pit (lower reservoir). 

 

 



Closeup of the Intake Canal and the 

two Intake Shafts.  

 

 

The trash racks act as large grates over the intake shafts 

preventing any large debris from being drawn into the shafts. 

Each shaft trash rack comprises heavy steel structural sections, 

designed to be fabricated and transported into three sections, 

and then lifted into place onsite and welded together by crews at 

Kidston.  

 

 

 



As this photo shows, the trash rack sitting over the intake shaft is 

impressive and required a team of four dedicated welders to weld 

the circa 685kg of weld required to permanently join the 

structures.   

Come and meet us in person! We are holding Community 

Information Sessions in Einasleigh and Georgetown later this 

month and we look forward to providing more updates, answering 

your questions and an opportunity to meet you in person.   

 

Community Information Sessions on 

 31st August in Einasleigh and 1st September in Georgetown. 

Come along and meet the team and hear the latest on the Project including 

our planned Kidston Stage 3 BESS 

 

Details surrounding the project are also provided through the Genex 

website www.genexpower.com.au or can be requested by email to 

info@genexpower.com.au 

Please direct any expressions of interest to the MDJHJV Email: 

ProcurementQLD@k2hydro.com  

 

Genex Power is the 100% owner of the Kidston Clean Energy 

Hub, in which the 250MW pumped hydro project will supplement 

the existing 50MW solar farm. Genex is a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Electric Power Development Co., Ltd (J-POWER). 

  

http://www.genexpower.com.au/
mailto:info@genexpower.com.au
mailto:ProcurementQLD@k2hydro.com


 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



  



 

 

 

. 


