
CONFIDENTIAL 

  
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

Meeting: General Meeting 
 
Date:  Wednesday, 13th March 2024 
 
Location: Council Chambers, 

Georgetown 
 

Commencing: 9.00am 
 

Councillors: Cr Hughes 
   Cr Royes 
   Cr Haase 
   Cr Gallagher 
   Cr Barns 
 

Agenda Attached 
 

 
Ken Timms PSM 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
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General Meeting – Wednesday 13th March 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

Local Government Act 2009 

 

The principles (s4(2)) of the Act are: 
 

 Transparent and effective processes, and decision-making in the public interest 

 Sustainable development and management of assets and infrastructure, and delivery of effective services 

 Democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement 

 Good governance of, and by, local government 

 Ethical and legal behavior of councilors and local government employees 

 

 

S.275 – Local Government Regulation 2012 
 
 

275 Closed meetings 
 

(1) A local government or committee may resolve that a meeting be closed to the public if its councillors  
or members consider it necessary to close the meeting to discuss – 

 

 Appointment, dismissal or discipline of a CEO or a BCC senior executive employee 

 Legal advice obtained by the Council or legal proceedings involving the Council 

 Matters that may directly affect the health and safety of an individual or group 

 Negotiations relating to a commercial matter involving the Council 

 Negotiations relating to the taking of land by the Council under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967 

 A matter required to be kept confidential under a law of, or formal arrangement with, the Commonwealth or a 
State 

 Industrial matters affecting employees 

 The Council budget 

 Rating concessions  
 

(2) A resolution that a meeting be closed must state the nature of the matters to be considered while the  
meeting is closed. 

 
(3) A local government or committee must not make a resolution (other than a procedural resolution) in  

a closed meeting. 

 
 
Conflict of Interest Obligations  
Reference is made to Section 150EL of the Local Government Act 2009. Specifically, the obligation of Councillors when 
they first become aware they have a conflict of interest to make the Chief Executive Officer aware in writing or if in a 
meeting, ensure they declare immediately.
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General Meeting – Wednesday 13th March 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

 
 

AGENDA 
  
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND SIGNING OF THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY   

3. PRAYER 

4. APOLOGIES, CONDOLENCES AND CONGRATULATIONS 

5. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

6. CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ARISING FROM GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

7. CONSIDERATION OF DCS OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

8. CONSIDERATION OF DES OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

9. CONSIDERATION OF CEO OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

10. CONSIDERATION OF OPEN ADDENDUM REPORTS 

11. CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL BUSINESS 

12. CONCLUSION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 61



General Meeting – Wednesday 13th March 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

General Meeting – 21st February 2024                   5 - 14 
 

 CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ARISING  

Business Arising                     15 - 16 
 

 CONSIDERATION OF OPEN SESSION REPORTS  

 

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES  

Briefing Report   17 

1   

Financial Performance (Actual v Budget) for the period 1 July 2022 to 29th February 2024                    18 - 44 
 

 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES  

Briefing Report    45 – 48 
 

 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Briefing Report    TBA 

1   

Application for Renewal of Lease – Lot 30 ET39 49 – 53 
 
 

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

For Your Information 54 
Letter - Auditor-General Report: 2023-24 Local Government 2023     55 - 56 
Letter – Regional Arts Development Fund 2024 – 2028 and guidelines 57 - 61 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 61



Page 5 of 61



Page 6 of 61



Page 7 of 61



Page 8 of 61



Page 9 of 61



Page 10 of 61



Page 11 of 61



Page 12 of 61



Page 13 of 61



Page 14 of 61



Business Arising
# Resolution Officer Action Taken Progress

21st February 2024
24.02.04 That Council endorse RADF Advisory Committee meeting minutes for the meeting held 13

th
 February 2024 be received.  DCS Noted and actioned Complete

24.02.05

That Council endorse RADF Advisory Committee decisions on the following applications and a letter be sent to the applicants advising the 
outcomes of their application. 

1) Anna Bethel–Branches Performing Arts – Dancing – Successful – ($6000.00)
2) Rebekah Haase – Drawing and Painting – Successful – ($2710.00)
3) Mount Surprise State School – Bangin in the Basalt – Successful – ($7000.00)

DCS Noted and actioned Complete

24.02.09
Upon further consideration, Council appreciates the importance for a regular meal service for elderly people of Georgetown however resolve 
that fair and equitable use of Council’s facilities must be considered.  The cost of Council facilities have to be considered as part of the 
delivery. It is recommended that Etheridge Cares seek expressions of interests from the community which consider these costs. 

CEO No action taken

24.02.10
That Council approve in principle, the ommercial use of land specific to the application subject to a permit under Subordinate Local Law 1 - 
Schedule 8 'Commercial Use of Local Gvoernment controlled areas and roads' being submitted and the set fee paid. 

CEO No action taken

24.02.11

That Council:
Advise the Department of Resources that they have no objections to Lot 6 on SP258871 – 2022/001642 being used for Freehold. 
Subject to roads being off alignment, council advise the Department of Resources that:
a) Council acknowledge that Oakleigh Road is a constructed road asset of Council and is maintained by Council
b) From the documentation given and a search of Council records it may be possible that Oakleigh Road are off alignment and this can be 
confirmed by undertaking a survey of the road/ road corridor. Council currently does not have any available resources to undertake such a 
survey. 
c) Council have no objections to the closure of the abovementioned Oakleigh Road. 

CEO Correspondence sent Complete

24.02.12

That Council:
Advise the Department of Resources that they have no objections to Lot 5082 on PH418 – 2022/001641 being changed to Freehold. 
Subject to roads being off alignment, council advise the Department of Resources that:
a) Council acknowledge that Oakleigh Road is a constructed road asset of Council and is maintained by Council
b) From the documentation given and a search of Council records it may be possible that Oakleigh Road are off alignment and this can be 
confirmed by undertaking a survey of the road/ road corridor. Council currently does not have any available resources to undertake such a 
survey. 

CEO Correspondence sent Complete

24.02.13

That Council:
Advise the Department of Resources that they have no objections to Lot 143 on SP134201 – 2022/001851 being changed to Freehold. 
Subject to roads being off alignment, council advise the Department of Resources that:
a) Council acknowledge that Paddys Road, Malacura Road and Carnes Road are constructed road assets of Council and is maintained by 
Council
b) From the documentation given and a search of Council records it may be possible that Paddys Road, Malacura Road and Carnes Road are 
off alignment and this can be confirmed by undertaking a survey of the road/ road corridor. Council currently does not have any available 
resources to undertake such a survey. 

CEO Correspondence sent Complete

24.02.16
That Council receive the report on the Georgetown Student Hostel and instruct the CEO to present a report to strategically addressed issues to 
the next Council Meeting. 

CEO Commenced planning In progress

Outstanding Business
13th December 2023

23.12.25

That Council:
 •resolves to accept the quote provided by NCH Civil Construction to construct concrete slabs, retaining wall, fences and entrance gate to the 

value of $ 349,037 Ex. GST.
 •Notify affected stakeholders of the mandatory Department of Environment requirements

DES Contract has been awarded to  construct a Transferstation Complete

23.12.27
That Council agrees to apply an application of 50/50 funding partnership between Australian Government's Regional Aviation Access Program 
and Council to upgrade the stock proof fences in Mt. Surprise and Einasleigh Airport 

DES Grant application has been lodged Complete

15th November 2023
23.11.22 That Council resolve to consider water connection to the Georgetown Cemetery. DES Will be considered for 24/25 budget In progress

23.11.24 That Council resolve to seek costings for the erection of a Columbarium Wall at Kidston Cemetery. CEO/DES Quotes are being sought and contract awarded Complete

23.11.25 That Council resolve to urgently seek costings for the erection of perimeter fence and remedial work at the Lynd Medical Centre. CEO/DES Quotes are being sought and land tenure being secured In progress

16th August 2023

23.08.12

That Council receive Ms Taylor’s Mt Surprise Land Use Survey Report, and adopt the following recommendations made therein, specifically: -
 1.The recommendations for Category 1, Category 2, Category 3, Category 4, Category 5, Category 6 and Category 7, outlined in the report, 

where appropriate; and

 2.Council make enquiries with the State government in relation to Lot 11 SP252513, area 3.58 hectares, Reserve for Township and Trucking 
with Council as Trustee, to determine if the Occupation Lease (352OL454)  can be cancelled and the lot transferred to Council as freehold 
land, to facilitate future development opportunities afforded by the Industrial Precinct designation of the lot, which was supported by the State, 
when preparing the 2020 Planning Scheme for the Shire.

DCS Referred to consulting Town Planner for action In progress

23.08.13
That Council receive the report and note management’s recommendation to retain Snap Send Solve as a reporting channel for customer 
requests and to improve the functionality of its existing corporate eDRMS (InfoXpert) to better manage customer service requests (regardless 
of the communication medium) and provide further training to staff in InfoXpert’s use.

DCS
Retained MagiQ to provide system admin & end user training to 
improve functionality of InfoXpert

Complete

5th May 2023 - Special Meeting
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23.05.04SP

That Council resolves to accept the following Tender from Bay Investments Pty Ltd trading as Oly Homes for Six (6) x  2 Bedroom Modular 
Homes, Mandatory Inclusions for the Independent Living Facility Stage 1. Lot 5 Racecourse Road. Oly homes to Build Deliver Install and 
Complete the Six homes by end of March 2024. 

  Address                                 Recommended Tender                                 Purchase Price GST Excl 
Lot 5 Racecourse Road          Bay Investments QLD P/L, T/A Oly Homes             $1,703,263.32

DCS

No action taken until confirmation of funding sources (grants / 
loans).  Applications for both have been submitted and are under 
assessment by the funding bodies.  Refer to DCS briefing report 
for latest update.

In progress

23.05.05SP

That Council resolves to accept the following Tender from Bay Investments Pty Ltd trading as Oly Homes for Six (6) x  2 Bedroom Modular 
Homes, Mandatory Inclusions for the Staff Housing Project at 8 Green Street. (Lot 105 on SP295139) Oly homes to Build Deliver Install and 
Complete the Six homes by end of March 2024. 

 Address                  Recommended Tender                                 Purchase Price GST Excl 
8 Green Street        Bay Investments QLD P/L, T/A Oly Homes              $1,556,077.32 

DCS
No action taken until confirmation of funding sources (loans).  
Loan application has been submitted and is under assessment 
by the Department

In progress
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ACTING DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
Briefing Report  

 

1 Key Points of Interest  

Housing Infrastructure Funding – Independent Living Project-State Contribution 
Further information requested by the Department of Housing has been provided as required 
and discussions have continued. 
The negotiation in respect of ongoing subsidies to cover Lifecycle and Maintenance costs has 
not been finalised as the Department is offering well short of what’s required to adequately 
provide for upkeep of the Houses given it sought to maintain control over them for the long 
term. 
 
The Department is now considering providing a singular Grant to Council and step back from 
Management and the like, however would maintain security over the Department specific 
buildings. 
 
The initial Grant offered was $750000 plus ongoing subsidies. The Department indicated it 
was prepared to provide in the range of $3k per year per house over 20 years-Circa 
$120000. Council requires as an absolute minimum $12000 per year per House over 20 
Years-Circa $480000 
Council has submitted a request to be provided with $1.2M to ensure funding meets estimated 
Construction, Lifecycle and Maintenance needs over the long term. The Department’s counter 
offer is expected shortly. 
 
QTC Loan Application-Housing Projects 
John Perry (MPG) has advised QTC has returned the application to the Department of Local 
Government for final consideration. 
A status update has been requested from the Department. 
 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Burial Site L1 SP287773-Easement Survey 
A request has been forwarded to Terramodus Surveyors to carry out a Desktop Survey to 
establish an Easement in the simplest form for the Ewamian People from the Eastern 
Boundary of the allotment to the fence currently positioned around the site.  
The easement would be for the sole use of the Ewamian People and allow Council to carry out 
regular maintenance of it to ensure unrestricted access to the site. 
 
Daily 
Various Staff, Administrative and associated matters resolved as required. 
 
In-Office Schedule 
My last day in the office for this visit is Monday 11th March. I’m able to return after Easter on 
Thursday 4th April if needed. 
 
I’d like to congratulate Mayor Barry for being returned unopposed and wish all sitting 
Councillors who are standing in the upcoming election and Cr Gallagher (not standing) all the 
very best for the future. 
 
Neil Crotty  
ADCS 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the Chief Executive Officer to present 
a Financial Report of its accounts to the Local Government at least monthly. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council pursuant Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, resolve to adopt the 
monthly Financial Report the period ending 29th February 2024, as presented. 

 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
The monthly financial report of Council provides a “Snapshot” of Council’s financial performance, 
financial position and cash flows for the reporting period. 
 
 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 
 
Corporate Aim No. 5: Best practice corporate governance and organizational excellence. 
 
Strategy No. 5.3.1: Ensure transparency of Council’s financial operations and performance and promote 
awareness within the community of Council’s financial management and other strategies. 
 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
There are no Budget or Resource Considerations contained within this report. 

 
CONSULTATION  
NIL 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the Chief Executive Officer to present 
a financial report to Council’s monthly meeting.  The financial report is to be as close to the last day of 
the month of the reporting period as practicable. 
 
 

General Meeting 13th March 2024 

Subject Financial Performance (Actual v Budget) for the period 
1st July 2022 to 29th February 2024 

Classification Open 

Author Renee Bester, Executive Assistant 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
NIL 
 
RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Report Prepared By: Report Authorised By: 

Renee Bester 
 

Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 5th February 2024 Date:  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Financial Report as at 29th February 2024 
 
 

CONSEQUENCE 

LIKELIHOOD* 
Insignificant 

1 
Minor 

2 
Moderate 

3 
Major 

4 
Catastrophic 

5 

A (Almost certain) H H E E E 

B (Likely) M H H E E 

C (Possible) L M H E E 

D (Unlikely) L L M H E 

E (Rare) L L M H H 

Risk 

Person 

affected/ 

location 

Risk Rating 
Risk Control 

Measures 
By who when Notes 

Failure to maintain 
financially 
sustainable…..  

Council / 
Community 

C3 – High 

Council has in 
place various 
controls to monitor 
Councils position 
on month to month 
basis. 

DCS 

Council is audited 
annually by the QAO 
and Council also 
conducts various Internal 
Audits on Council 

 
 
 
 

Council / 
Community / 
Management 

C3 – High 

Council has in 
place various 
controls and also 
provides monthly 
reporting to Council 
to discuss the 
financial position of 
Council.  
Management will 
raise any concerns 
with Council as and 
when they may 
arise. 

DCS 

Council is audited 
annually by the QAO 
and Council also 
conducts various Internal 
Audits on Council 
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DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Briefing Report  
 

1 Update  

I present my briefing report for the period of February, in addition to upcoming works in March   2024. 
 

2 Operational Plan Matters  

No new Operational Plan matters. 
 

3 Emerging Issues 

Nil 
 

4 Projects  

 
TMR 
 

 Bundock camera and gauge to be fixed in the next two weeks 
 Permanent electronic road closure sign for Lynd Road House that can be changed via 4G/5G networks and 

will be funded by the TMR  
 Log Creek and Somerset Creek funding has been sourced for electronic warning signs  

 
Grants (LRCIP round 3) 
 

 Road works  for the Forsayth Transfer Station  project  is in progress  
 Reseal Forsayth Einasleigh Road: Environmental study is complete, and works will be started from Mid-March 

2024. 
 
Work for Queensland  
 

 St George Street (main street in Georgetown) to create a visual asthetic, such as aterations to parking 
arrangements, improvements to safety such as lighting, pedestrian access points to improve safety, plants – 
Received 3 quotations for footpath and k/g construction                         

 Additional structures for spectator safety and comfort shelter and shade - hip roof on north and south edges of 
sport play areas. – Contract has been awarded for design and preparation of construction drawing  for the roof 
extension work.  

 Improved drainage to main street in Einasleigh - near hotel- Completed except few minor items . 
 In-line with the Disaster Management plan, installing identification and directional signage to for rural 

properties. – Desing of signage completed and  ordering of the signages in progress. 
 
Passenger Transport Infrastructure Investment Program ( PTIIP )  
 

 Bus stop in Mount Surprise – Contract has been awarded  and works will be commenced  soon  subject to 
weather .    

 
Heavy Vehicle Safety Productivity Program ( HVSPP ) 

 
 Georgetown washdown bay – Work  in progress     
  Georgetown Airstrip – Funding application has been lodged . 

 
Bridge Renewal Program 

 
 Queenslander Creek Box culvert, Forsayth – Tender is in progress,  
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Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme (TIDS) 
 

 Forsayth – Einassleigh Road (27.77 km to 36.37 Km) – Design completed, and construction starts 
from March 2024   

 
Rural Addressing 
 

 Zone 1 – completed.  
 Zone 2  one  to go  
 Zone 5   three to go  
 Zone 3 and 4 – not started yet. 

 
Water works 10 years work program. 
 
Preparation of the 10 year works program for water infrastructure is in progress and will be completed by end of March 
2024  
 
Council Own Source 

 
Forsayth 

 Drainage Improvement in First Street, Forsayth – 70 % completed. 
 

Einasleigh  
 The septic system in Public amenities is not functioning properly due to the tree roots.A site   

assessment has been  carried out and recommended  to install an Advanced Enviro System 
(AES).The  estimated project cost   $ 20,000. 
 

Georgetown  
Inspection of the swimming pool was completed in Jan 2024 and found following findings : 

 Big pool – rust spots 
 Small pool – water leak  

 
The estimated cost to repair is $ 8000000 and will be carried out in April 2024 subject to Council’s approval. 

 
Mount Surprise 

 Construction of earthen spoon drain   in front of few blocks located on south bound of the main road 
completed . 

 Repair of the broken wood planks in Medical Centre access completed.  
 Inspection of the dump point tank and installation of fencing around the dump point completed. 
 Inspection of the water bore near the town hall and installation of fencing around the bore completed. 

Extension of the bore case completed and  sealing the bore pipe is in progess. 
 Topographical Survey of the proposed drainage network area is in progress. 

 

5 Calendar of Events  

 
Over the past month 
 

 5 Feb – Meeting with Contractors 
 9 Feb FNQROC WMRR RRR Plan meeting  
 21 Feb Council meeting  

 
Next Month 
 

 9.04.2024 - DRFA Monthly Project Management Meeting  
 22.04.2024 – Charleston Dam Safety Audit 

 
__________________________ 
 
Raju Ranjit  
Director Engineering Services 
 
Attachment  
Capital works in progress Spreadsheet. 
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ETHERIDGE  SHIRE COUNCIL CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS

2023-24

As of End of  Feb 2024

Asset Class/GL 

Number
Job Number Project Description Project title Total Project cost

30/06/2023 Balance 

carry over projects

Actual year to date 

2023-24

% of 2023-24 

budget

Responsible 

Officer

Officers update, ie % of completion, what's been 

done, commitments, etc
Project Status (traffic 

lights)
Progress (%)

Remarks

W4Q4 Approved budget Council own fund LRCIP2 LRCIP3 LRCIP4 TIDS BRP / HVSPP Recovery and Resilence 

3411-4500-0001

St George Street (main street in Georgetown) to create a visual 

asthetic, such as aterations to parking ararangements, 

improvements to safety such as lighting, pedestrian access points 

to improve safety , plants. 

Georgetown - Streetscaping in main street

400,000.00  $                        700,000.00 $700,000 $1,004 0.25% DES

ESC - W4Q4  - 001

3411-4500-0002

Additional structures for spectator safety and comfort shelter 

and shade -  hip roof on north and south edges of sport play 

areas. Georgetown Sports Centre 270,000.00 $152,439 $270,000 $47,561 17.62% DES 3.1.2024 work in progress ESC - W4Q4  - 002

3411-4500-0003

Improved drainage to main street in Einasleigh - near hotel

Drainage in Einasleigh 140,000.00  $                        213,088.00  $                        213,088.00 $213,088 152.21% DES

Design completed. Recevied two 

quotations.Quoted price is more than available 

budget and waiting for further discussion for 

additional budget ESC - W4Q4  - 003

3411-4500-0004

Water reticulation system for Forsayth and Georgetown Water reticulation telemetry

100,000.00 $100,000  $                        100,400.00 $100,400 100.40% DES

5.12.2023- Purchase order has been 

issued.29.12.2023 works in progress.1.03.2024 

work in progress

ESC - W4Q4  - 004

3411-4500-0005

In-line with the Disaster Management plan, installinig 

identification and directional signage to for rural properties. 

Rural Addressing

100,000.00  $                        100,000.00  $                       8,081.00 8.08% DES

5.12.2023 Work in progress.1.03.2024  Design of  

road signs  completed and ordering is in progress ESC - W4Q4  - 005

3411-4500-0006

Fence to create security and aesthetics along side of the 

approach to the new Charleston Dam.

Forsayth Cemetery Fence 40,000.00

 $                          40,000.00  $                    40,873.96 102.18% DES

ESC - W4Q4  - 006

Sub total 1,050,000.00  $                    1,065,527.00 $1,423,488  $                                     -   $411,008 28.87%

3620-4500-0002

Improving drainage and off-street parking at the sports centre in 

Georgetown, to prevent erosion and improve runoff quality

Drainage Upgrade – Sports Centre***

 $                        300,000.00  $                              500,000.00  $                        545,602.00 $545,602 181.87% DES Project completed on 2/11/2023

3620-4500-0001

Construction of a new transfer station and close the old landfill 

site at Forsayth, which does not comply with current 

environmental conditions. The transfer station will be available 

for the public to use as is the current landfill site.

Forsayth Transfer Station

 $                        500,000.00  $                        500,000.00 $65,937 13.19% DES

10.11.2023 Desing comleted . 5.12.2023 tender 

evaluation stage.1.03.2024 road works are  in 

progress

3620-4500-0003

Reseal on the Forsayth Einasleigh Road between chainage 1 – 8.7 

km.

Reseal Forsayth Einasleigh Road

 $                        400,000.00  $                        400,000.00 $0 0.00% DES

10.11.2023 . Scheduled for  Feb 2024.11.2.2024 

still wet weather 

3620-4500-0004

Development of industrial estate at Georgetown. Construction 

will involve providing upgrades to the industrial estate including 

upgrade to the intersection and trunk water main. Project will 

result in improved service to the community, and improve 

access, safety and potable water capacity to the area

Industrial Estate ******

682888  $                        682,888.00 $6,024 0.88% DES

3630-4500-0001

Development of industrial estate at Georgetown. Construction 

will involve providing upgrades to the industrial estate including 

upgrade to the intersection and trunk water main. Project will 

result in improved service to the community, and improve 

access, safety and potable water capacity to the area

 $                        317,112.00  $                        317,112.00 $339,103 106.93% DES 5.12.2023 Purchased land

 $                                         -    $                        682,888.00  $                    1,200,000.00  $                    2,128,490.00  $                                     -   $617,563 29.01%

4020-4500-0001
Reseal of the road between chainage 8.7 – 16.4km Forsayth Einasliegh Road

 $                  286,549.00  $                        413,935.54 $413,936 144.46% DES 10.11.2023 Job completed in 2022/2023

4091-4501-0001 Reseal of the runway, taxiway and apron Georgetown Aerodrome  $                  240,000.00  $                        137,341.00 $137,341 57.23% DES 10.11.2023  Job  completed

Sub total   $                                         -    $                  526,549.00 $551,277 $0 $551,277 100.00%

4020-4530-0001 Survey & Design $59,048

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  ( 27.77 km to 30.07 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                        450,000.00  $                        343,300.00  $                  343,300.00  $                        686,600.00 $69,518 10.12% DES

10.11.2023Job not started . 11.2.2024  Design 

and environmental study completed.

CN 2703981-23/24

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (30.07 km to 32.37 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                        343,300.00  $                  343,300.00  $                        686,600.00 $69,518 10.12% DES

10.11.2023Job not started . 11.2.2024  Design 

and environmental study completed.

CN2725214-23/24

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (32.37 km to 34.37 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                        394,589.00  $                  394,589.00  $                        789,178.00 $69,518 8.81% DES

10.11.2023Job not started . 11.2.2024  Design 

and environmental study completed.

CN2725382-23/24

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (34.37 km to 36.37 km )  upgrade 

unsealed road  $                        291,411.00  $                  291,411.00  $                        582,822.00 $69,518 11.93% DES

10.11.2023Job not started . 11.2.2024  Design 

and environmental study completed.

CN2725382-24/25

4012-4500-0001 First Street Forsayth Drainage (Survey+Design)  $                          50,000.00 232000  $                        243,999.00 $9,930 4.07% DES 5.12.2023 Construction in progress

4012-4500-0002 First Street Forsayth Drainage (Construction) $234,170

1.03.2024  application for variation to LRCIP 3  or 

LRCIP 4 will be lodged soon.

Sub total  $                        450,000.00  $                    1,372,600.00  $                  232,000.00 1,372,600 0  $                                     -   $288,001

4040-4500-0001

Bridge / Box culvert - Queenslander Creek -  North Head Road, 

Forsayth  $                        200,000.00  $                        800,000.00 1,000,000 $38,262 3.83% DES 5.12.2023 Design phase

5151-4504-0001

Washdown facility - Georgetown (Survey & Design)

 $                        150,000.00  $                        600,000.00  $                        750,000.00 $39,306 5.24% DES

5.12.2023 Tender stage. 11.2.2023  Tender 

award stage.

Sub total  $                        850,000.00  $                    1,400,000.00  $                    1,993,999.00  $                                     -   $609,668 30.58%

Baroota Street
 $                          52,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Cemetery Road ( Einasleigh ) 
 $                            4,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Third Street
 $                            6,750.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Haldane Street
 $                          13,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

High Street
 $                          60,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Low Street
 $                          58,750.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Short Street
 $                          14,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

South Street
 $                          35,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

St George Steet
 $                          29,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Terrestrial Centre Carpark
 $                            6,600.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Oak Park Road
 $                          45,000.00 DES

Cox lane
 $                            4,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

garnet  Street
 $                          11,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Floodway replacment - Agate Creek Road- Ch.17831

 $                          60,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Floodway replacment - Oakleigh Station Raod - Ch 14642

 $                          60,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Culvert Replacment 
DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

4060-4500-0016 Carpentaria Downs Station Road- Ch 1405

 $                            8,000.00 $14,890 186% DES

5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024 . 11.2.2024  

works completed

4060-4500-0014 North Head Road _ Ch 21.09km 

 $                            9,500.00 $2,587 27% DES

5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024 . 11.2.2024  

works  in progress 

4060-4500-0011 Dulthera Station Road-Ch 45107

 $                            8,000.00 $0 0% DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

4060-4500-0001 Gilberton Road-ch.24679

incorrect job cost  $                        107,500.00 $1,260 1% DES

5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024 . 11.2.2024  

works  in progress 

4060-4500-0015 Vanlee Station Road- ch 9459

 $                            8,000.00 $2,290 29% DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

4060-4500-0018 Gilberton Road- ch 81394

 $                          16,500.00 $0 0% DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

4060-4500-0013 Gilberton Road- ch 26545
 $                          16,750.00 $0 0% DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

4060-4500-0017 Conjuboy Road- ch 3410

 $                            8,000.00 $17,255 216% DES

5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024 . 11.2.2024  

works completed

Capital - Projects - 2023/2024

Funding source
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ETHERIDGE  SHIRE COUNCIL CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS

2023-24

Asset Class/GL 

Number
Job Number Project Description Project title Total Project cost

30/06/2023 Balance 

carry over projects

Actual year to date 

2023-24

% of 2023-24 

budget

Responsible 

Officer

Officers update, ie % of completion, what's been 

done, commitments, etc
Project Status (traffic 

lights)
Progress (%)

Remarks

Funding source

4060-4500-0010 Dulthera Road- Ch. 38152

 $                            8,000.00 $4,572 57% DES

5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024 . 11.2.2024  

works  in progress 

4060-4500-0012 Gilberton Road- ch 51.094

Signage - Einasleh Forsayth Road
 $                        167,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Haymn Street Drainage
 $                        100,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Bus Shelter- Mt. Surprise
 $                          90,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Percy Vale Road realinment 
 $                          40,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Standpipe Georgetwon landfill
 $                          15,000.00 DES 5.12.2023 Scheduled for  March 2024

Sub total  $                    1,061,350.00  $                                   -    $                                         -    $                                   -    $                                         -    $                                         -    $                                     -    $                    42,853.70  $             5.16 

 Total Capital 1,050,000.00 3,426,877.00 526,549.00 1,200,000.00 1,372,600.00 1,400,000.00 6,097,253.54 0.00 2,520,369.55 
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General Meeting 13th March 2024 

Subject Application for Renewal of Lease for Lot 30 on Crown 
Plan ET39 – 2024/000780 

Classification Open 

Author Renee Bester, Executive Assistant 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has received correspondence from the Department of Resources requesting Council’s views or requirements 

that the department should consider and/or that may affect the future use of the land, in relation to the land described 

as Lot 30 on ET39 – 2024/000780, with the current lease expiring on 8th March 2025.   

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council advise the Department of Resources that they have no objections to the renewal of lease for Lot 30 on 

ET39 – 2024/000780.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Council has been asked to advise the department of any issues or objections that the department should consider 

when assessing the application for Renewal of Lease over land described as Lot 30 on ET39 – 2024/000780. The 

current lease expires on 8th march 2025, and responses to Department of Resources are required by 4th April 2024. 

Leaseholder: Brendan Murphy 

Zone: L30 ET39  

Rates Paid: 30/06/2024 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

2.3.2 In partnership with the community and external agencies, promote and support best practice management of the 

natural environment. 

BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS 

N/A 

CONSULTATION 

N/A 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 

N/A 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 
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RISK ASSESSMENT 

CONSEQUENCE 

LIKELIHOOD* 
Insignificant 

1 
Minor 

2 
Moderate 

3 
Major 

4 
Catastrophic 

5 

A (Almost certain) H H E E E 

B (Likely) M H H E E 

C (Possible) L M H E E 

D (Unlikely) L L M H E 

E (Rare) L L M H H 

 

OUTCOME 

Financial  D2 low 

Social   C2 moderate 

Environmental  E2 low 

Report Prepared By: Report Authorised By: 

Renee Bester  Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 13th March 2024 Date: 20th February 2024 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Letter from the Department 

Attachment B - Map 
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Postal Address: 
Resources Innisfail 
PO Box 94 
Innisfail Qld 4860 
 

 
 

Telephone:  (07) 4016 1910 
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

File / Ref number: 2024/000780 
 

 

5 March 2024 

 

The Chief Executive Officer 

Etheridge Shire Council 

PO Box 12 

Georgetown Qld 4871 

  
Email: ceo@etheridge.qld.gov.au  
 
  
Dear Sir/Madam  
   

RENEWAL OF LEASE – Term Lease 0/238287, described as Lot 30 on Crown Plan ET39. 

Over Reserve for Recreation purposes R.14 – Locality of Gilbert River. 

 

The term of the above lease expires on 08 March 2025 and the department is considering the 

renewal of this lease.  The enclosed Smartmap shows the subject land and the surrounding 

locality. 

 

Please advise if your agency has any issues that the Minister should consider in respect of the 

renewal of this lease, any views or requirements that may affect the future use of the land and 

your comments with regard to the following – 

 

• On expiry of the existing lease, would you as Trustee be prepared to offer the current 

lessee a Trustee Lease or Trustee Permit over the subject area in accordance with 

Section 57 of the Land Act 1994 and Operational Policy SLM/2013/495 – Leases over 

reserves. 

 

• If entering into a Trustee Lease or Trustee Permit is not an option, please provide 

reasons for this and also your views or requirements to the granting of a new Term 

Lease over the subject area. 

 

Objections to the application, and any views or requirements that may affect the future use of the 

land should be received by close of business on 04 April 2024.  If you offer an objection to the 

application, a full explanation stating the reason for such an objection should be forwarded to this 

Office.  
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Page 2 of 2 

If you wish to provide a response but are unable to do so before the due date, please contact the 

author before the due date to arrange a more suitable timeframe. If a response is not received by 

the due date and no alternative arrangements have been made, it will be assumed you have no 

objections or requirements in relation to this matter. 

 

This information has been provided to you in confidence for the purpose of seeking your views 

on this matter. It is not to be used for any other purpose, or distributed further to any person, 

company, or organisation, without the express written permission of the department unless 

required. 

 

It is mentioned that at this stage the department has not contacted the lessee about the expiry of 

the current lease, however if an application for renewal of the lease under the Land Act 1994 is 

made, then the department will assess the application in terms of section 159 of the Act before 

making a decision on the application. 

  

If you wish to discuss this matter please contact Dallas Crawford on (07) 4016 1901.   
 
All future correspondence relative to this matter is to be referred to the contact Officer at the 
address below or by email to LASSLSTeam1enq@resources.qld.gov.au. Any hard copy 
correspondence received will be electronically scanned and filed.  For this reason, it is 
recommended that any attached plans, sketches or maps be no larger than A3-sized.  
 

Please quote reference number 2024/000780 in any future correspondence. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Dallas Crawford 

Land Officer 

Land & Surveying Services 
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1 William Street  
Brisbane  Queensland  4000  
GPO Box 806 Brisbane 
Queensland 4001 Australia 

 

 
 

 
 
Our reference: DGBN24/79 
 
 
22 February 2024 
 
 
Mr Ken Timms 
Chief Executive Officer 
Etheridge Shire Council 
Ken.Timms@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Timms 
 
The Auditor-General recently tabled in Parliament his Report 8: 2023-24 Local Government 2023 (the 
draft report). A copy of the draft report can be found on the Queensland Audit Office’s (QAO) website 
at https://www.qao.qld.gov.au/reports-resources/reports-parliament/local-government-2023. 
 
It is pleasing to note that most councils met the deadline for the completion of their 2022-23 financial 
statements. I would like to personally thank you and you staff for your efforts to meet these 
requirements. 
 
In the report, the Auditor-General has made the following three recommendations for councils: 
 
• Implement processes to ensure policies and procedures are regularly reviewed and kept up to 

date. 
• Provide an onboarding program for all elected councillors and mayors following the March 2024 

elections. 
• Annually review the registration status of employees undertaking engineering services. 
 
The Department of Housing, Local Government, Planning and Public Works (the department) 
supports these recommendations. I encourage all councils to prioritise the activities needed to 
implement the recommendations, including reviewing your council’s policies, procedures and 
practices and identifying opportunities to improve systems and processes. 
 
The Auditor-General has also highlighted several other matters for councils throughout the report.  
These include:   
 
• Actioning any outstanding significant deficiencies that the QAO identified for your council. 
• Having an audit committee and/or an effective internal audit function. 
• Setting up good budget and cash management processes to cope with increasing costs and 

changes to the timing of grant funding. 
• Attending to any outstanding prior year recommendations. 
• Plan for early certification of end of financial year reporting to meet the audit certification statutory 

deadline of 31 October each year. 
 
I encourage all councils to take action to address these matters during 2024, to the extent they apply 
to your council. As you may be aware, the department has recently released a range of financial 
management and performance tools, which are designed to support councils with budget and 
cashflow planning and reporting.  Information about the tools is available on LG Central.   
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If you require further information or assistance in relation to this matter, please contact Ms Deanne 
Stewart, Director, Local Government Division in the department by telephone on (07) 3452 7875 or 
by email at deanne.stewart@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mark Cridland 
Director-General 
 
 
cc  Mr Andrew McKenzie 
 Director of Corporate and Community Services 
 Etheridge Shire Council 
 Andrew.Mckenzie@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
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Ref: ACT24/731 
 
 
 
 
Mr Ken Timms 
Chief Executive Officer 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
GEORGETOWN  QLD  4871 
 
Email: Ken.Timms@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
CC: andrew.mckenzie@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Timms 
 
I am writing to inform you that the Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) 2024 – 2028 
will open today, Monday 4 March, and to advise of program changes being implemented 
following Arts Queensland’s review of the Fund.  
 
In April 2022, Ms Clare O’Connor, Director-General of the then Department of Communities, 
Housing and Digital Economy wrote to your council initiating Arts Queensland’s review of 
RADF. The review sought to reform and enhance delivery of the RADF initiatives by 
streamlining program administration with multi-year agreements, supporting strategic 
initiatives, and improving alignment with the State Government’s Creative Together 2020-
2030 priorities with local objectives.    
 
Accordingly, Arts Queensland has undertaken a program evaluation, explored opportunities 
for program efficiency and considered strategies to enhance a continued partnership 
between State and Local Government.   
 
In the spirit of partnership, in 2023 Arts Queensland consulted regularly with staff at all 
levels of RADF’s 59 partnering councils, so that your views and experience could be 
considered in developing a renewed approach.  
 
Responding to this review and consultation, Arts Queensland is pleased to confirm that a 
renewed RADF will be rolling out from 2024-25, implementing the following key changes: 

- four-year funding agreements to provide surety of ongoing investment, offered as 
2+2 year contracts including a review of KPOs and consideration of population 
growth on investment levels after year two 

- alignment of program to financial year to support council budget and delivery cycles 
- simplified guidelines and administrative processes 
- reduced reporting 
- alignment to Creative Together 2020-2030 priorities  
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RADF 2024-25 to 2027-28 will open for submissions from councils today, Monday 4 March, 
and close on Thursday 2 May. Your council RADF Officer has been provided with 
information outlining how to apply and access more information.  
 
Arts Queensland will provide a copy of the new multi-year contract to councils for review 
and comment prior to issuing final contracts for commencement on 1 July 2024. 
 
Arts Queensland will continue to work to support RADF Officers through providing specific 
information to assist in the development and evaluation of local community arts grants and 
council initiatives. 
 
Ken, we look forward to continuing to deepen the partnership between Arts Queensland and 
Etheridge Shire Council through this renewed RADF program.  
 
If you have any questions about RADF 2024-25 to 2027-28 please contact Julie Beveridge 
Senior Manager, Partnerships and Investment, on 3403 4065 or email 
juliem.beveridge@arts.qld.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Fiona Forrest  
A/Director 
Partnerships and Investment  
Arts Queensland 
04/03/2024     
   
Enc. 1. RADF 2024-25 to 2027-28 Guidelines 
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These guidelines should be read alongside the General Funding Guidelines Jan 2024 

 

 

Regional Arts Development Fund - Guidelines 

Established in 1991, the Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) promotes the role and value of 

arts, culture and heritage as key drivers of diverse and inclusive communities and strong regions.  

Delivered in partnership with local government, RADF is a multi-year program of co-investment in 

local arts and cultural priorities across Queensland, as determined by local communities.  

RADF delivers quality arts and cultural experiences, and aligns to Grow 2022-2026, the second 

action plan for Creative Together 2020-2030. 

Program objectives 

RADF drives social change and strengthens communities through community grants programs and 

council-led initiatives that: 

• increase access to arts and cultural experiences in regional Queensland 

• grow employment and capacity building opportunities for artists across regional Queensland 

• deliver against local arts and cultural priorities and promote the value of arts, culture and 

heritage.  

What RADF investment can be used for 

RADF investment supports programs delivered by the council including:  

 

Council projects  

• council-initiated or council-led arts and cultural activities, projects and events  

• council-initiated professional development opportunities for local artists and arts workers (such 

as mentorships, incubator programs and provision of space or services)  

• other activities such as RADF committee training, marketing and promotion.  

 

Local grants programs (open or specifically targeted)  

• grants for artists or arts and cultural workers for professional development activities, new work 
or projects  

• grants for professional organisations and community groups for arts and cultural activities, 
projects or events  

 

Councils determine the best use of RADF investment from the Fund to achieve the objectives of 

the Fund, in ways most relevant to their local communities. In developing their program, councils 

may consider: 

• if local arts community grants programs, council-led arts initiatives, or a combination of both, 

will best meet local needs and demand  

• if RADF investment is best spread across a range of smaller activities, or directed to a larger 

scale initiative that will make a substantial contribution to local arts and cultural priorities 

• opportunities to collaborate with neighbouring councils to address shared priorities (such as 

enhancing liveability or cultural tourism)  

• opportunities to leverage investment to attract partners for larger projects such as cultural 

infrastructure, significant events, public art or place-making activities.  
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These guidelines should be read alongside the General Funding Guidelines Feb 2024 

Investment Tiers 

Eligible local councils can submit a proposal for investment guided by the population and co-

investment tiers below: 

 

RADF 
Tier  

Population $ % Arts Qld    $ % Council  Arts Qld max 
investment  

1  0 to 5,000 90 10 $26,250 

2  5,001 to 25,000 70 30 $31,500 

3  25,001 to 50,000 60 40 $42,000 

4  50,001 to 200,000 50 50 $52,250 

5  200,000 + 40 60 $105,000 

 

Councils may consider submitting a proposal for investment above their population tier’s maximum 

amount or ratio (up to a maximum of $120,000) where they can provide strong justification, 

including: 

• their financial contribution is at a higher level than the defined % ratios, or they have secured 

partners who are investing in their local RADF program 

• they can demonstrate capacity for exceptional delivery of RADF objectives 

• they can demonstrate strong achievement of all assessment criteria. 

 

Eligibility 

To be eligible, councils must: 

• have an active Australian Business Number (ABN) that is in the name of the council 

• have satisfied the reporting requirements of any previous Arts Queensland funding 

• be one of the 59 eligible Queensland local councils. 

 

Eligible and ineligible costs 

In addition to the items listed in the General Funding Guidelines: 

• you can include costs towards delivery of: 

o community grants programs 

o council-led initiatives 

• you cannot include:  

o agents’ fees or management fees for participating artists 

o equipment purchases or digital upgrades  

o rent, utilities and standard council operating costs 

o expenses associated with council staff involved in RADF activities, including fees or wages, 

travel, accommodation and living-away-from-home allowances. 

Arts Queensland RADF investment decisions 

Arts Queensland considers proposals for RADF investment via a competitive process. Demand for 

investment is high, and moderation of proposals aims to ensure balance across areas such as 

geographic region, art forms, target groups and Queensland Government priorities. 

In addition to a council’s ability to meet the assessment criteria (set out below), the following 
elements will also be considered:  

• the diverse nature of Queensland communities 
broader Queensland and local council priorities pertaining to the importance of industry 
development and community within a region.  
 

Proposals that seek Arts Queensland funding and confirm council co-investment in accordance with 

the relevant population tier will be reviewed by Arts Queensland. 
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These guidelines should be read alongside the General Funding Guidelines Feb 2024 

Proposals that request Arts Queensland funding above the relevant population tier will be assessed 

and moderated by the Fund Assessment Panel. 

All funding recommendations are approved by the Director-General. 

Please note: 

• as part of the assessment process, additional information may be requested.  

• councils must not assume they will receive the amount of investment requested or enter into 
commitments based on that assumption before receiving formal notification of the outcome of 
their proposal. Nor should councils assume that they will receive the same level of funding 
again in the future.  

 

Assessment Criteria 

The Fund Assessment Panel will assess applications against the following criteria, which align with 

the General Funding Guidelines criteria: 

High quality 

• produces or contributes to high-quality arts and cultural initiatives for local communities 

• proven capacity to effectively support and deliver arts and cultural services 

• evidence of delivery against local arts and cultural priorities.  

Strong impact 

• creates new employment opportunities and skills development for artists and arts workers in 

Queensland 

• builds new audiences and markets and reputation for Queensland arts and cultures  

• demonstrates community demand and stakeholder involvement in RADF priority setting, 

decision making and evaluation 

• where applicable, demonstrates support for activities that involve Aboriginal people and Torres 

Strait Islander people, including adhering to cultural protocols 

• helps deliver government priorities including alignment to Creative Together and the principles 

of the Cultural Engagement Framework. 

Sustainable value 

• demonstrates value for money 

• demonstrates sound governance, and ethical business practices, including paying amounts not 

less than industry award rates, recommended or agreed minimum rates  

• proposed activity has a strong delivery plan, including understanding potential risks and their 

management. 

Submitting your proposal 

Councils can submit their proposal, budget, support materials, and appropriate cultural permissions, 

through SmartyGrants.  

Arts Queensland will provide a unique link to all 59 eligible councils on 4 March 2024. 

Councils must submit their proposal by RADF closing date and time listed below. 

Open Close Notification Activity Start Date 

4 March 2024 12pm, 2 May 2024 June 2024 From 1 July 2024 

For support with technical issues related to the online submission, please contact an Arts 

Queensland Grants Officer by telephone (07) 3034 4016 or toll-free 1800 175 531 or email 

investment@arts.qld.gov.au.  

Note: Arts Queensland reserves the right to modify the Fund Guidelines at any time. Applicants will 

be notified of changes. 
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